
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



i 




b3 



b3 



U3 



O B S E RVAT IONS 

MADE ON A TOUR FROM 

BENGAL to PERSIA, 

INTHE YEARS 1786-7. 

WITtt A tHOtt ACCOVMT 07 

THE REMAINS 

Ot TRB CEIKXRATBD 

Palace oi? persepolisi 

AND OTHER INTERESTING SVXIfrS. 



By WILLIAM FRANCKLIN, 

SNUGN ON THB RON. CbUrAMY^ BEHOAL BSTABLISBMBNT) 
LATBLT BETVKNEO PKOM PBBSIA. 



* LONDON: 

PRINTED TOR Tt CADXtt, IN THE STRAND* 
M BCC XC. 



^1>^ 



TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

CHARLES EARL CORNWALLIS, 

KNIGHT OF THE MOST NOBLE ORDER OF TH^_&ARTER» 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF INDIA> &C« ScC» &C« 

THIS WORK 

IS RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED, 
BY 

' HIS lordship's 

r 

MOST OBEDIENT, AND 

MOST HUMBLE SERVANT,* 



CALCUTTA, 

November 13, 1788. 



THE Author. 






PREFACE. 



'TpHE Author of the following 

Pages being a fupernumerary 

Officer on the Bengal Eftablilh- 

ment, and defiroiis of employing 

his leifure time, by improving 

himfelf i,in the knowledge of the 

Ferfian language, as well as to 

gain information of the hiftory and 

!^ manners of the nation, obtained a 

^ furlough for that purpofe; from 

^ which circumftance thefe O b s e rv< 

. J^ AT IONS arofe. 

H The 
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PREFACE. 

The advantages he obtained 
during a refidence of eight months 
at Shirauz, by being domefticated 
with the natives, and living en- 
tirely as one in a family, will, 
he hopes, make this attempt ac- 
ceptable to his readers, and gratify 
their curiofity with refpedl to many 
of their 'manners and cuftoms, 
which have not heretofore been fo 
fully made known by other Euro- 
pean travellers. 

The ideas contained in that part 
of the Work relative to the cele* 
brated ruins of Perfepolis, arofe to 
the Author as he viewed them:— a 
much more perfed: and accurate 
account might have been given 
of them, had his fituation afforded 

him 
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bim the means of procuring the 
necefiary implements, and aiEft- 
ance, for taking views, and mca- 
furements upon the fpot. 

The latter part of his Remarks, 
containing the Revolution at BnC- 
fora, and the Tranfaiflions relative 
to the fituation of Perfia from the 
deceafe of Nadir Shah until the pre- 
fent year, will probably be deemed 
moft interefting to the Public, as 
they ferve in fome meafure to fill 
up a chafm in the hiftory of Perfia 
from that period. This confidera- 
tion, added to the requeft of many 
of his partial friends, firft fuggefted 
to him the idea of a publication, 
and gave him confidence that it 
would prove acceptable to his 

country- 
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countrymen. Should it be fo for* 
tunate as to meet 'with their appro- 
bation, the author will deem him- 
felf amply repaid for the fatigue, 
and other inconveniencies he has 
experienced in the courfe of the 
expedition. 

WILUAM FRANCKLIN. 



OBSERVATIONS 

MADE ON A TOUR FROM 

BENGAL TO PERSIA. 

In the Years ijiS^j. 



f\^ the 27th of February 1786, I 
^^^ embarked on board the fliip 
Yarmouth, Captain Greenly com- 
mander, for Bombay, in my way to 
Perfia, having obtained a furlough 
from the Cbuncil, for three years. 

On the 7th of March vfc left the Sailed. 

pilot. — 33d March made the land, 

ahout 12 o'clock P. M. — ran paft 

.our port in the night about twelve 

B miles : 
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miles : — 23d, all day nearly be- 
calmed ; anchored at fix in the even- 
ing :— 34th, at day light, made fail ; 
at feven faw the flag-ftaflf at Point 
de Galle } at twelve> went on ihore. 

Point de Point dc Galle is a fmall fort, 

Gallc. 

fituated on the fouth-weft fide of 
the ifland of Ceylon, belonging to 
the Dutch Eaft India Company, and 
has a commandant and a fmall 
military force ; the commandant is 
fubje<a to the orders of the governor 
of Columbo, the chief refidency on 
the fame ifland; the inhabitants, 
excepting the Dutch, are a mixture 
of Malabars and native Portuguefe; 
but great numbers of the latter, 
efpecially of the lower clafs of 
people. There is a tolerable tavern 
here, the only one in the place; 
6 the 
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the living very cheap. Here is 
little trade at this place, except- 
ing on account of the Dutch 
Company. Topazes, amethyfts, and 
other precious ftones, are found on 
the ifland of Ceylon, and brought 
here for fale ; but it is dangerous 
to purchafe them, when fet, with- 
out being Ikilled in thofe commo- 
dities; the people who fell them 
being very expert in making the 
falfe ftones appear' like true ones, 
by colouring them at the bottom. 
No kind of fpice, nutmegs, or any 
other rarities for which this ifland 
is fo celebrated, are to be met with 
^t this place ; nor did we, on oiir 
approach to the ifland, perceive any 
of thofe odoriferous gales defcribed 
by travellers, as exhaling from the 
cinnamon and other fpices with 
B 2 which 
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which this iiland abounds. The 
harbour is circular; at the entrance 
of it lie many rocks, juft above the 
furface of the water, which make 
it very dangerous for ftrange Ihips 
to go in, without a pilot ; the waves 
beat with amazing violence againfl: 
the fortifications. Along, and al- 
moft all around the harbour, are 
the country-houfes of the inhabit- 
ants, which have a pleafing eflfeft 
to the eye; the road to thefe, by 
land, is through a grove of cocoa- 
nut trees, which forms an agree- 
able (hade. However, this place 
muft hh very unhealthy, as very 
high hills lie clofe behind the 
houfes, and exhale noxious vapours 
both morning and evening, which 
make it very precarious to the in- 
habitants in point of health j they 

are 
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are in general fickly, but particu- 
larly Europeans. I obferved, in the 
courfe of a few hours flay on fliore, 
feveral people whofe legs were 
fwelled in a moft extraordinary 
manner; this the natives account 
for, from the badnefs of the water, 
and the vapours which arife from 
the adjoining hills. I have heard 
that the inhabitants of Malacca are 
liable to the fame difeafe, and from 
iimilar caufes* 

Filh is to be had here in great 
plenty; poultry of all kinds is very 
fcarce ; the fruits are chiefly plan- 
tains^ pine apples, and pumple 
nofes ; the cocoa nuts are alfo in 
great plenty and very good; the 
bread is tolerable, but the butter 
execrable, it being little better than 
B 3 train 
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train oil; and indeed this is the cafe 
in all the Dutch fettlements, and 
moft other foreign ones, the French 
and Englifli excepted. — ^We flept on 
ihore that night; and, not being 
able to fell any part of the cargo, the 
next morning went on board, and 
failed immediately. — On the 29th 
faw the land a little to the eaftward 
of Cape Comorin, and the 31ft of 
March came to anchor in the roads 
of Anjengo, where we found the 
Company's fliip the Duke of Mont- 
rofe, waiting for a cargo of pepper, 
— On the ill of April went on Ihore 
at day-light, and returned on board 
in the evening. 

Anjengo. Aujcngo is a fmall fort and Eng- 
lifli refidency, the firft that you ar- 
rive at upon the Malabar coaft from 

Cape 
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Cape G)morin : the inhabitants are 
Malabars and native Portuguefe, 
mixed. It is reported to be one of 
the firft places in India for intelli- 
gence, and the Engliih have re- 
ceived great fervice from it in that 
refpeiSb during the late wars it 
would be Hill more advantageous if 
the road to Europe by way of Suez 
was 6pen, but that has been for 
fome time fliut up, on account of 
fome unhappy differences. At An- 
jengo there is a poft to feveral parts 
of India; this is but lately efta- 
biifhed. — On the 2d of April, failed j 
6th, faw a fhip at anchor in Gocheen 
roads, which we could not enter, 
being driven off by the mofl violent 
gale of wind I ever experienced ; it 
lafted fix and thirty hours without 
ceflation, the fea running moun- 
B 4 tains 
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tains high. Fortunately, the fhip 
received no damage, excepting the 
lofs of the main yard, which was 
broken in two. On the 8th we 
found ourfelves, by obfervation, to 
the northward of our port : on the 
9th, came to anchor in Cocheen 
roads, and went on fliore immedi- 
ately. 

Cocheen. Cochcen is a large fettlement be- 

longing to the Dutch Eaft India 
Company. It is very populous, and 
a place of great trade j the inhabit- 
ants are a mixture of a variety of 
Eaftern nations, being compofed of 
Malabars, Armenians, Perfians, Ara- 
bians, Jews, Indians, and native Por- 
tuguefe. The Jews occupy a whole 
village, a little to the weftward of 
the town ; they live feparate from 

the 
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the reft of the mhabitants : I went 
into ieveral of their houfes, and 
could not help obferving, in this 
people, a firiking peculiarity of fea- 
tures, different from any I had ever 
feen ; a refemblance feemed to run 
through the whole, as if they were 
all of one family: they feldom or 
ever marry out of their own tribe, 
by which the likenefs is preferved, 
from father to fon, for a long time. 
I am told there is the fame fimilarity 
of features to be obferved amongft 
the Jews of Amfterdam in Holland, 
and other parts of Europe. This 
certainly ferves to diftinguifli them 
more as an original people than any 
other. They have a good fynagogue 
here, and are lefs opprefled, and 
have more liberty, than in moft 
Other parts of the Eaft. The rajah 

of 
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of Cocheen refides here, but lives in 
an indifferent ftate, being fo much 
. opprefled by the nabob Tippoo 
on the one hand, and the Dutch on 
the other, as to have little or nothing 
left for himfelf. He is a Gentoo. 
Cocheen, in former times, was a 
place of confiderable celebrity, and 
was one of the places pitched upon 
by the firft Portuguefe fettlers in 
the Eaft, after the difcovery of the 
paflage round the Cape of Good 
Hope by Vafco de Gama ; but that 
people have how i^ery little left of 
the vaft wealth and power they for- 
merly enjoyed j a revolution of 
three centuries has reduced them 
below mediocrity in the general 
fcale of European adventurers. The 
fort is a very large one, and very 
well fortified on the land fide ; to- 
wards . 



^^ 
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wards the fea not fo well, but it is 
fecured by a very dangerous bar, 
which will not admit of fliips com- 
ing hearer the Ihore than three or 
four miles. There are fome regular 
Dutch troops in the garrifon, and 
a few native militia; there was alfo 
here part of a French regiment, 
which the Dutch borrowed during 
the late war. Provifions of every 
kind are to be had here in the 
greateft plenty. The loth failed; 
on the J 5th, we came to anchor in 
Tellicherry roads ; 1 6th, having re- Tdiichcrry. 
ceived a very polite invitation from 
my friend and fchool-fellow Mr. 
Ince, I went on fliore, and fpent fe- 
veral very pleafant days with him. 

Among other places I faw in 
and about Tellicherry, I had a 

view 
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view of the fortifications, or rather 
of the regular lines drawn round 
Tellicherry, for the defence of the 
place againft the Nabob Hyder Ali^ 
during the late war. Thefe lines 
are exceedingly ftrong ; they take 
in a fpace of about three miles and a 
half in circumference, and are well 
defended by batteries and redoubts; 
a river runs parallel to the weft^rn 
angle, which breaking off from 
thence runs among the hills : here 
the Englifli troops fuftained a fevere 
fiege for feveral years, againft the 
army of Hyder, under the com* 
mandof Sadik Khan; however, on 
the arrival of Major Abingdon with 
a reinforcement from the Bombay 
fettlement, the garrifon made a 
moft fpirited and fuccefsf ul fally, in 
which having defeated the enemy 

and 
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and killed great numbers of them, 
they at length compelled them to 
raife the fiege; obtaining, at the 
fame time, a confiderable booty of 
horfes, tents, and elephants. The 
General of the enemy was danger- 
oufly wounded and taken prifoner, 
and died a few days after, of that 
and a broken heart, at Tellicherry. 
I am informed that if he had lived 
and returned to the prefence, he 
would have been calhiered, as the 
Nabob Hyder had fqt his heart on 
the reducTtion of the place. He 
lies buried clbfe to the fort of 
Tellicherry; a tomb has been eredl- 
ed to him, in which lamps are 
continually burning, which many 
Muflfulmen vifit out of refpecfl to 
the memory of the deceafed. The 
lines in fome parts appear rather 

put 
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out of order, as they have not been 
thoroughly repaired fince the fiege 
of the place, and I am inclined to 
think a great number of troops 
would be requifite for their defence 
agaipft a refolute enemy, owing to 
their great extent; they are now 
repairing throughout, as the go- 
vernment entertain an idea of the 
importance of the place, which is 
certainly confiderable, in cafe of a 
war with Hyder, as by his being 
in poffeflion of it he might greatly 
injure the other fettlements of the 
Englifli on the Malabar Coaft. 

The garrifon of Tellicherry con- 
Ms generally, in time of peace, of 
one battalion of fepoys, a company 
of artillery, and fometimes a com- 
pany of European infantry; they 

are 
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are alfo able to raife about three 
thoufand native militia. The view 
of the country round Tellicherry is 
very pleafant, confiding of irregular 
hills and vallies. The boundaries 
of the Englifh are terminated by the 
oppofite fide of the river,, and at a 
very little diftance is a ftrong fortrefs 
of the Nabob Hyder; if the lines 
were once to.be forced, the place 
would foon fall, the fort of Telli- 
cherry itfelf having no kind of de- 
fence. Tellicherry is efteemed by 
all who refide there, to be one of 
the healthieft places in India, Eu- 
ropeans feldom dying there; it is 
alfo much reforted to by conva- 
lefcents: the fea produces plenty 
of very fine oyfters, and provifions 
of all kinds are to be had in abund- 
ance. 

lob- 
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I dbferved, in the Company's 
garden, the pepper vine, which 
grows in a curious manner, and 
fomething fimilar to the grape j 
the pepper on it, when fit to gather, 
appears in fmall bunches ; it is in 
fize fomething larger than the head 
of a fmall peaj the pepper, how- 
ever, for the Company's fhips car- 
goes, is brought from fome diflance 
in the country. Tellicherry alfo 
produces'the coflfee tree. 

On the 38 th in the evening we 
failed, and on the agth we anchor- 
ed in the roads of Goa, off the Fort 
Alguarda^ 

Goa. Goa is a large city, and was once 

populous; it is the capital of the 
Portuguefe fettlements on this fide 

the 
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the Cape of Good Hope; it is the 
refidence of a Captain General fent 
from Portugal, who lives in great 
fplendour. The city ftands upon 
the banks of a river of the fame 
name, about twelve miles diftant 
from the entrance of the harbour.* 
the view up this river is truly de- 
lightful, the banks on either fide are 
adorned with churches, and couh-* 
try feats of the Portuguefe, inter- 
fperfed with groves and vallies; 
the river has feveral pleafing open- 
ings as it winds along, its banks 
are low, but the hills behind rife 
to an amazing height, and add 
grandeur to the fpedacle, greatly 
tending alfo to beautify the pro- 
ipe(a. The qity of Goa itfelf is 
adorned with many fine churches, 
magnificently decorated; and has 
C feveral 



^7 



jg OBSERVATIONS MADE ON A 

feveral handfome convents; tbe 
church of Saint Auguftine is a 
noble ftrudture, and is adorned in 
the infide by many fine pidlures; 
it flands on the top of a hill, from 
whence you have an extenfive view 
of the city and adjacent country: 
it is a circumftance that has always 
been obferved, and very juftly, that 
the Portuguefe have ever chofen 
the fpots for their convents and 
churches in the moft delightful 
fituations. I have obferved it in 
the Brazils, and the inhabitants of 
Goa have by no means failed in 
attention to this point, all their 
public buildings being well fituated. 
The body of this church is fpacious, 
and the grand altar-piece finifhed 
in the moft elegant ftyle. The 
building of the choir is of Gothic 

archi- 
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tochitefture, and therefore of anti- 
quity. This church has a convent 
adjoining to it, in which live a fet 
of religious monks, of the order of 
St.Auguftine: fome of the brothers 
of this convent have given popes 
and cardinals to the Roman See, 
as appears by their portraits which 
are hung up in a neat chapel dedi- 
cated to St.Auguftine, the patron of 
the order. Adjoining to this church 
is a convent of religious women, 
who have taken the veil, and are 
therefore prohibited from all kind 
of intercotirfe with the world : 
thefc chiefly confift of the daughters 
and nieces of the Portuguefe inha* 
bitants of the place; and a fum 
of money is generally given with 
them, on their entrance into the 
convent. A little lower, on the 
C 2 declivity 
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declivity of the hill, ftands another 
church, dedicated to the Bon Jefus, 
in which is the chapel of Saint 
Francifco de Xaviere, whofe tomb 
it contains : this chapel is a moft 
Tomb of St. fuperb and magnificent place ; the 
Xaviere. tomb of the faint is entirely of fine 
black marble^ brought from Lif- 
bon; on the four fides of it the 
principal anions of the life of the 
Saint are moft elegantly carved in 
baflb relievo; thefe reprefent his - 
converting the diflferent nations to 
the Catholic faith: the figures are 
done to the life, and moft admi- 
rably executed: it extends to the top 
in a pyramidical form, which ter- 
minates with a coronet of mother- 
of-pearl. On the fides of this chapel 
are excellent paintings, done by 
Italian maftersj^ the fubjeds chiefly 

from 
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from fcripture. This tomb, and 
the chapel appertaining to it, muft 
have coft an immenfe fum of 
money; thePortuguefejuftlyefteem 
it the greateft rarity in the place. 
In the valley below is another con- 
vent for yottog ladies who have 
not taken the veil; out of this con- 
vent the Portuguefe and others 
who go there may marry: fome 
. of the ladies have fmall portions, 
others none. As far as I could 
learn, the ceremony obferved on 
taking out one of thefe ladies is as 
follows : When a gentleman, after 
vifiting often at the grate, fhall have 
chofen one to whom he wiflies to 
pay his addreffes, an exchange of 
rings between the parties is firft 
made ; after which the lover is 
permitted to vifit his miftrefs in the 
C 3 convent, 
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convent, in the prefence of one of 
the matrons ; then if he ftill holds 
his purpofe, he is obliged to make 
a folemn promife of marriage, in 
the prefence of the archbifhop of 
the place; which being done, he 
may take her away ^whenever he 
pleafes : after which the archbifliop 
marries them. It is, however, to 
be obferved, that the lover, who* 
ever he is, mull firft make profef* 
fion of the Roman Catholic per-^ 
fuafion, otherwife no conne<Stion 
would be allowed, I faw three of 
the young ladies, who were really 
fine girls, and could not help makr 
ing fome reftedlions on their un- 
happy fituation ; fliut up in a 
wretched convent, where they muft 
pine away their youth, unlefs ca- 
pricious chance fliould befriend 
6 them 
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them in the appearance of a huf- 
band : and being deprived of the 
company of men, for whom they 
were formed to grace fociety and 
create affedtion, they muft, if ca- 
pable of refledion, think them- 
felves moft unhappy. 

The Captain-General of Goa is 
alfo Commander in Chief of all the 
Portuguefe forces in the Eaft Indies. 
They have here two regiments of Force at 
European infantry, three legions 
of fepoys, three troops of native 
light horfe, and a militia j in all, 
about five thoufand men. Goa is 
at prefent on the decline, and in 
little or no eftimation with the 
country powers; indeed their bi- 
gotry and fuperftitious attachment 
to their faith is fo general, that the 
C 4 in- 
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inhabitants, formerly populous, are 
now reduced to a few thinly inha* 
bited villages; the chief part of 
whom have been baptized; for they 
will not fufFer any Muflulman or 
Gentoo to live within the preciniSbs 
of the city ; and thefe few are un- 
able to carry on the huibandry or 
manufa<5lures of the country. The 
court of Portugal is obliged to fend 
out annually a very large fum of 
money, to defray the current ex- 
pences of the government; which 
money is generally fwallowed up 
by the convents and foldiery. If 
other meafures are not purfued, 
Goa muft, in a very few years, fink 
to nothing: though it is evident 
that the internal decay of the go- 
vernment has been occafioned by 
the oppreflion ^nd bigotry of the' 

prieftSi 
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priefts, and the expulfion of fo 
many ufeful hands ; yet the court 
of Portugal cannot be prevailed 
upon to alter its meafures, although 
the flourifhing fituation of the Eng- 
lifli and other European fettle- 
ments (and of which one caufe is 
certainly the mild and tolerant 
principles adhered to in points of 
religion, provided it interferes not 
with the affairs of government) is 
continually before their eyes.. The 
Nabob Tippo has lately fhewn an 
inclination to attack them, but 
was fuddenly called off by the Mar- 
ratas: the Portuguefe much fear 
.he will return j and fhould he, 
there is little doubt but that the 
place will furrender to him. The 
glorious times of Albuquerque are 
ppw no inore; power and wealth 

have 
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have long fincc taken their flight 
from the difcoverers of the Eaft! 
There was formerly an inquifition 
at this place, but it is now abolish- 
ed; the building ftill remains, and 
by its black outfide appears a fit 
emblem of the cruel and bloody 
tranfadions that pafled within its 
walls! Provifions are to be had 
at this place in great plenty and 
,perfe<aionj the Captain General 
lives in great ftate; he is a well- 
bred man, and fond of the com- 
pany of the Englifh, whom he 
treats with great hofpitalityi— 24th, 
failed; May 13th faw the light- 
houfe at Bombay, about nine in 
the morning. 

Bombay, ' The ifland of Bombay is in the 
pofleflion of the Englifti Eaft India 

Com- 
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Company; it is fituated on the Coaft 
of Conkan, in Lat. 19 North, and 
hong. 72. 38. Eaft; it was granted, 
as part of the marriage portion 
with the Infanta of Portugal, to 
Charles II. The harbour is capable 
of containing three hundred fail of 
(hips, with the greateft fafety : there 
is alfo a moft excellent dock, in 
which fhips of his Majefty's fqua* 
dron, and others, are repaired, re- 
fitted, and completely equipped for 
fea. They build alfo here all forts 
of veffels; and the workmen in the 
yard are very ingenious arid dex- 
terous, not yielding to our beft 
fhip-wrights in England- This 
ifland is very beautiful, and as po- 
pulous for its iize as any in the 
w;orld; merchants and others com- 
ing to fettle here from the different 

parts 
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parts of the Deckan, Malabar, and 
Coromandel; as well as the Guzerat 
Country: amongft thofeof the latter 
place, are many Perfee families; 
thefe are defcended from the re- 
mains of the ancient Gubres, or 
worlhippers of fire: moft of the 
country merchants, as well as the 
menial fervants of the iiland, are 
of this faith. They are very rich, 
and have in their hands the ma- 
nagenient of all mercantile affairs. 
Their religion, as far as I could gain 
any information, is much corrupt- 
ed from the ancient worfliip; they 
acknowledge that feveral Hindoo 
forms and ceremonies have crept 
in amongft them, probably in com- 
pliance to the natives, in order to 
conciliate their affedlions. I have 
heard it obferved, however, that 

the 
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the Hindoo religion does, in itfelf, 
bear fome analogy to the ancient 
Perfian worftiip: it feems their The Perfect* 
facred book, the Zend, which is 
faid to have been written by their 
celebrated prophet Zerdufht (called 
by us Zoroafter), is at prefent only a 
copy of a few centuries; which muft/ 
of courfe, invalidate its authenticity; 
as that prophet, according to the 
Perfian hiftorians, lived more than 
three thoufand years ago ; and in- 
deed it is an indifputable fadl, that 
what religious books were in being 
at the time of the Grecian con- 
quefts of that country, were care- 
fully collefted and burnt, by the 
exprefs orders of Alexander, and 
were totally deftroyed at the fubfe- 
quent conquefts of that country 
by the Saracens: at which period 

alfo 
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alfo happened the introduftion of 
the Mahomedan religion. By thefe 
means their religion and language 
underwent a total change, the very 
traces of both which have long 
fince difappeared, as is evident by 
the many fruitlefs efforts made to 
decypher thofe infcriptions ftill dif- 
cernible on the walls of Perfepolis^ 
bearing not the leaft analogy to 
any characSler now exifting. Hence 
it may be inferred, that what is 
now given as the ancient character 
and language of this celebrated 
people, is no more than an inven- 
tion of a later date, and there re- 
mains not a. probability that their 
real Zend will ever be known. The 
ifland of Bombay is about eight 
miles in length, and twenty in 
circumference: the moft remark- 
able 



TOUR FROM BENGAL TO PERSIA. 

able natural curiofity the ifland 
produces is a fmalt fiih ; this fiih, 
according to the defcription of a 
gentleman who has feen it, and 
from whom I received my infor- 
mation, is in form fomewhat like 
a mufcle, about four inches long, 
and has upon the top of its back, 
and near the head, a fmall valve, 
on the opening of which you dif- 
cover a liquor of a ftrong purple 
colour, which, when dropped on a 
piece of cloth, retains the hue. It 
is found chiefly in the months of 
September and 06lober; and it is 
obferved the female fifh has not 
this valve, which diftinguilhes the 
fexes. It is not improbable to fup- 
pofe that this fifh is of the fame 
nature as the ancient Murex or 
fhell fifh, by which the Romans 

attained 
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attained the art of dyeing to fuch 
perfedlion; and is fimilar to that 
found formerly on the coafts of 
tyre. The Company's forces at 
this Prefidency confift of eight bat- 
talions of fepoys, a regiment of 
European infantry, and a corps, of 
European artillery and engineers. 
During the late long and very 
fevere war, the Bombay troops have 
diftinguifhed themfelves in a pe- 
culiar manner, and the campaign 
of Bedanore, and the fieges of Tel- 
licherry and Mangalore, will long 
remain teftimonials of high mili-^ 
tary abilities, as well as of their 
bravery and patience under fevere 
duty^ The breed of fheep on this 
ifland is very indifferent, and all 
the neceflaries of life are much ^ 
dearer than in any other part of 

India. 
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India. A work on this ifland is 
worthy of obfervation ; it is a 
caufeway on the fouthern part, 
about a mile in length, and forty 
feet in breadth, eight of which on 
each fide are of folid ftone ; the re- 
mainder in the centre is filled up 
with earth, a cement of clay, and 
other materials; the whole form- 
ing fuch a body as will endure for 
many ages. This work keeps up 
the communication with the other 
parts of the ifland during the fea- 
fon of the Monfoon, which would 
otherwife overflow it, and caufe 
infinite damage. 

Dec. 13th, after being detained 
feven months at this ifland, for 
want of a paflage, I at length em- 
barked on board an Arabian fliip, 
D bound 
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bound for Buflbra, in company 
with Captain Mitchell and Lieuts. 
James and Curry, of the Madras 
military eftabliftiment, who were 
on their way to Europe over land. 
We had on board an exaft epitome 
of Afia, being a colledlion of Arme- 
nians, Perfians, Arabians, Ethio- 
pians, Jews, Greeks, and Indians, 
who created as much confufion of 
tongues as at the building of the 
tower of Babel. On the 24th, in 
the evening, we faw Cape Rofal- 
gate; and on the ill of January, 
1787, came to anchor in the 
harbour of Mufcat: the entrance 
into this harbour is truly pic- 
turefque; it has a bold fliore, with 
a range of high mountains extend- 
ing about fixty miles in length from 
Cape Rofalgate (which is oppofite 

the 
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the Scindian Gulph), to Mufcar, 
and forms a very grand natural 
profpedt; the ruggednefs of the 
rocks marking very charafterifti-r 
cally the country of Arabia. The 
inner harbour is guarded by two 
forts, very indifferently fituated, 
Mufcat itfelf is a place of confider-^ 
able trade, as well with the Ara- 
bian and Perfian Gulphs^ as with 
Surat, Bombay, and the CoafCs of 
Malabar and CoromandeL The 
town, as is |ifual in moft E^ftern 
countries, is badly built, and the 
ftreets very narrow; they have, 
however, a good and well furnifh- 
ed bazar, roofed at the top ; the 
ftreets crofs each other at right 
angles, and to each is allotted its 
particular merchandife for fale. 
Mufcat lies in lat. 23. 15. N. oppo- 
D 2 fite 
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lite to the Gulph of Ormuz, and is 
governed by an Imaum, or inde- 
pendent prince, over the province 
of Oman, of which Mufcat is the 
capital. This province of Oman is 
a part of Yemen, or Arabia Felix ; 
the Imaum refides at a diftance of 
two days journey inland, where he 
lives infplendour; his Vakeel Sheick 
Khulfaun received us with great 
civility. The whole country round 
this place is one continued folid 
rock, without a blade of grafs, or 
any kind of verdure to be feen; 
but this barrennefs the natives af- 
firm to be amply recompenfed by 
the fertility and beauty of the inland 
country ; as indeed it ought to be. 
The reflecftion of the fun from thefe 
rocks muft neceflarily caufe intenfe 
and almoft infupportable heats, 
6 which 
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which during the fummer feafon 
are fo great, that all the natives, 
who are able, retire inland as foon 
as they commence ; this, added to 
the fatal effecSts of the fmall-por, 
for which they have no cure, being 
ignorant of the application of me- 
dicine, caufes the people in general 
to be afflidled with diforders in their 
eyes ; fo much fo, that you fcarce- 
ly meet one perfon out of three, 
who has not vifibly fuffered from 
either of the caufes above men- 
tioned. — Several Gentoo merchants 
refide here, for the convenience of 
trade ; alfo a broker on the behalf 
of the Englifli Eaft India Com- 
pany; but the government will not 
admit (though often urged to it) of 
any European factory being efta- 
bliftied. The police in Mufcat is 
D 3 excel-. 
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excellent. — On the 25th of January, 
Captain James Mitchell, our fellow- 
pajffenger, died, to the great grief 
of us all: we interred him the fame 
day, on fhpre, at Mufcat j a Dutch 
fliip lying in the harbour, com- 
manded by Captain Stewart, faluted 
the corpfe on going on iliore with 
nine guns, as did alfo an Englifh 
fnow, there at the fame time. His 
funeral was as decently condu(5led 
as circumftances would admit, and 
every attention poffible was paid to 
his remains. On the 26th we failed 
for Buffora. On the 4th of February, 
we alfo loft Lieutenant Thomas 
James, another of our companions ; 
whofe body we committed to the 
deep. Shortly after, Mr. Curry and 
myfelf, who were the only two re- 
maining, fell lick of violent fevers, 

which 
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which lafted near a months and 
reduced us fo much, that we had 
reafon to expeft the fame fate. On 
the 28th of February, arrived at 
Abu Shehr. Lieutenant Curry and 
myfelf went on (hore, where we 
were received by Mr. Galley, the 
Company's refident at that place. 
Abu Shehr is a fmall fea-port town AbuShehr. 
on the coaft of Perfia, and is under 
the government of a Sheick, who 
is tributary to Shirauz. The Eng- 
lifli Eaft India Company have a 
faftory here, but I believe little 
bufinefs is carried on, owing to the 
ruinous ftate of Perfia ;^ caravans 
come frequently to this place from 
Shirauz, an^ bring the commodi- 
ties of that city, which are exported 
to different parts of India. On the 
9th of March, my good friend, 
D 4 Lieutenant 
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Lieutenant Curry, quitted me, and 
proceeded to Buflbra: our part- 
ing was painful to us, as we 
had lately experienced many try- 
ing fcenes together, which ce- 
mented our friendfliip; but our 
feparate deftinations made it ne- 
ceflary. — An opportunity offering 
fliortly afterwards of proceeding to 
Shirauz, I eagerly embraced it, al- 
though not yet quite recovered 
from my fever, and accordingly 
determined to fet out with a cafila 
or caravan, juft then on the point 
Set out for of departure. On the 15th of March, 

Shirauz;* 

I left Abu Shehr: our cafila con- 
fifled of about thirty mules, and 
twenty or thirty horfes j thefe and 
camels being the only mode of tra- 
velling made ufe of in this coun- 
try : our firft day's march was about 

four 
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four furfengs, or fixteen Englifli 
miles ; the road at fetting out lay- 
over a barren plain, but the latter 
part of the way coming to fome 
verdure, wehalted at a place called 
Checanduck. The Perfian furfeng 
is the ^apacrayya Parafanga of the 
Greeks, and is equal in meafure- 
ment to nearly four Englifti miles. 
The i6th, we travelled four fur- 
fengs, the moft part in the night, 
and arrived about eight o'clock in 
the morning, near Berazgoon, a con- 
fiderable and populous village, fur- 
rounded by a brick wall, and flanked 
with turrets; under the dominion, 
and dependent of, Shira.uz. — Halted 
that day and the next, for the pur- 
pofe of flioeing the horfes and 
mules belonging to the cafila, pre- 
paratory to our afcending the 

moun* 
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mountains, which we were now 
approaching. i8th, Moved at four 
in the morning, and about eight 
encamped near the village of Dow- 
lakie, diflance three furfengs. 19th, 
Moved at four in the morning, and 
a little after fix entered the narrow 
pafs which is the road to the four 
• mountains, and is exceedingly diffi- 
cult, from the great number of 
loofe flones. At nine encamped at 
fome diftance on the other fide of 
the village of Dowlakie, at the 
foot of the firft mountain. We 
reckoned this day's journey three 
furfengs. The heat of thefe three 
laft days was exceffive; but they 
told me it would foon be changed 
to a piercing cold. 20th, Marched 
at four in the morning, and began 

to 
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to afcend the firft mountain, which 
is very high, and the road almoft 
impaffable, from the vaft number 
of large loofe ftones that had falleiv 
down on each fide in the way> near 
two miles of the latter part of the 
afcent is almoft perpendicular, and 
fo very narrow as only to admit of 
one perfon or beaft of burden pair- 
ing at a time : the fcene was truly 
difagreeable and even dangerous, 
from the fteep precipices, and fre- 
quent flipping and falling of the 
horfes and mules ; our only means 
of fafety on one fide depending on 
a fmall parapet wall, about three 
feet high ; on the other the moun- 
tain towering up into the clouds 
ftrikes the beholder with an awful 
dread ; a broad and rapid river runs 
at the botrom, which by its roaring 

adds 
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adds to the terrific grandeur of the 
fcene. Having at length attained 
the fummit, we were furprifed by 
the appearance of a level extenfive 
plain; whereas, after climbing fuch 
a height, we might naturally have 
expected a defcent. This plain is 
about four furfengs, or fixteen 
miles, in extent; it is^ fituated be- 
tween the mountains, and abounds 
in game, particularly the red-legged 
partridge, which we faw in great 
abundance. — A little after nine we 
encamped at the village of Khiflit ; 
we here began to experience a fen- 
fible alteration in the weather. At 
Dowlakie, in the valley below, we 
were almoft fcorched to death with 
heat ; whereas the air on the top of 
this mountain, and the plain of 
Khiflit, is very (harp and piercing ; 

diftance 
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diftance three f urfengs. 2 1 ft, Being 
the Perfian feftival of the Nooroze, 
or New Year's Day, we halted. In 
the ancient times of Pcrfia this day 
ufed to be celebrated with great 
joy and feftivity throughout the 
empire, and has fince been kept as 
fuch under the Mahomedan go- 
vernment. The people of the cafila 
made themfelves as merry as their 
circumftances would admit of j and 
although in general the food of 
thefe people is no more than a few 
dates and butter-milk, yet on this 
occafion, the Cheharwadar, or maf- 
ter of the cafila, fent to the neigh- 
bouring village, and procured fome 
mutton, which he gave to his men, 
and partook with them of a coni- 
fortable pilau. 22d, Moved at four 
in the morning ; about fix afcended 

the 
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the fecond mountain, which is ft ill 
higher than the former, but the 
road not fo dangerous : we. arrived, 
about nine, at the village of Coma- 
rige : at this place the Rah Dar, or 
toll-gatherer, demanded one toman 
(about thirteen rupees), as a toll, 
although the cuftom for every paf- 
fenger, whether European, Jew, or 
Armenian, is only one piaftre, which 
is equal to one rupee. He alleged 
that I was a Feringy (Chriftian), and 
therefore ought to pay more : as I 
had no refource, I fhould have been 
obliged to comply, had not the 
mafter of the cafila oppofed the 
impofition, and threatened to com- 
plain on our arrival atShirauz; on 
which the toll-gatherer defifted. This 
day we travelled three furfengs. 
23x1, Moved at four in the morning; 

about 
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about nine arrived at the city of 
Kazeroon, diftance five furfengs; 
24th, Proceeded at five, and at half 
pail eight arrived at the foot of the 
third mountain, fituated on the con- 
fine of the plain, where the city of 
Kazeroon is built ; diftance three 
furfengs. 25th, Moved at four in 
the morning, and began to afcend 
the third mountain, which although 
not fo high and fteep as the two 
former, yet is fuflficiently fo to make 
the afcent uneafy and difficult ; a 
great part of the road on one fide is 
made of mafons work entirely, the 
materials hewn out of the moun*- 
tain : it has a parapet wall of about 
three feet high, like the former: 
its afcent is winding. About eight 
o'clock we arrived in a moft de- 
lightful valley, by an eafy and 

gentle 
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gentle defcent; entirely covered 
with a fpecies of the oak and birch, 
which being fituated between two 
high mountains, is extremely plea* 
fant ; the air began now to be 
piercing cold, and we perceived the 
fnow lying very thick on the moun- 
tain before us, which we were to 
pafs the next day; proceeded on 
through the valley, and encamped 
about nine o'clock at the foot of the 
fourth and laft mountain, in our 
journey to Shirauzj diftance tra- 
velled this day three furfengs. a6th. 
Marched at two in the morning, 
an^ began to afcend the mountain, 
which the Perfians call the Peera 
Zun, or the old woman, by way of 
diftindlion. This is higher than all 
the former, and near twelve miles 
in length ; we were near five hours 

in 
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in gaining the fummit, when a 
profpe<5t opened to our fight, fcarce-^ 
ly to be equalled in beauty, nor can 
imagination well conceive a mart 
delightful one J although we be- 
held it whilft the ruggednefs of win- 
ter was not yet well worn off, fiill 
the great quantity of wood on its 
fide denoted it to be a moft delight- 
ful place for a fummer refidence i 
the view from the top is moft 
ftrikingly romantic, the three pre- 
ceding mountains Teeming beneath 
yout feet; the fummit is covered 
with (hoW) and in many places 
where the rain had fallen, was ice 
of confiderable thicknefs. Below, 
on each fide, we beheld the vallies 
all opening to the beauties of fpring, 
well watered by running ftreams, 
the great lake on the plain of Ka- 
E zeroon 
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zeroon appearing in its full extents 
I cannot but confefs, that the fa- 
tigues of the former part of the way 
were amply made up by the de- 
lightfulnefs of this profpedt, the 
fharp clear air giving an increafe of 
cheerf ulnefs and hilarity to my fpi*- 
rits. By a lleep defcent we gained 
the plain below in about half an 
hour, and at nine o'clock encamped 
near the village of Defterjin. — ^This 
day we travelled four furfengs and 
a half. 27th, Moved at four in the 
morning ; at a little after eight, ar* 
rived at the village of Khoon Zine- 
oon : near this village runs a very 
pleafant river, which extends to 
Shirauz. Mr. Niebuhr has laid this 
down as the Rodbema, probably from 
the people who gave him his. in- 
formation, calling it Rood Kboona, as 

that 
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that name in Perfian implies a 
ftream, or river ; the natives of the 
place mentioning it by the appella- 
tion of Rood Khoona Zineoon, or 
the river of Zineoon. 28th, Moved 
off at four, and at half pad nine 
arrived at a caravanferai in ruins» 
near the village of Chinar Rehadar. 
This day we travelled .four fur- 
fengs. 29th, Moved a little after 
five, and at nine arrived in fafety, 
by the bleffing of God, at the city 
of Shirauz, the place of my deftina* 
tion, four furfengs. 



Shirauz, the capital of Farfiftan, shlrauai. 
or Perfia Proper, is fituated in a 
valley of great extecit and furprifing 
fertility; this valley is twenty-fix 
miles in length, and twelve in 
breadth, and is furrounded on all 
£ 2 fides 
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fides by very high mountains: it 
lies, according to Mr. Niebuhr, in 
Latitude. 39' 30' 31", about a hundred and 
ninety. fix miles to the North Eaft 
of Abu Shehr. The purity of the 
air of this place has at all times 
• been celebrated, and with great 
jufticc. The city in circumference 
is one furfeng and fixry meafured 
paces ; the fortifications, confidering 
the country, are tolerably good j a 
wall extends quite round the city, 
five and twenty feet high, and ten 
thick, with round lowers at the dif- 
tance of eighty paces from each 
other. Shirauz lias a moft excel- 
lent dry ditch around it, the work 
of the late Vakeel Kerim Khan ; it 
is fixty feet in depth, and twenty 
in breadth, arid would alone, ex- 
clufive of the other works, enablfc 

the 
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the city to hold out a long time 
sigainft any power in Perfia, where 
artillery is Init little known, and 
lefs uied. The city of Shirauz has 
fix gates, of which the following 
are the names: ift, Derwaza Bag 
Shah; 2d, Derwaza Shah Meerza 
Hamza i 3d, Derwaza Sadi, fo called 
from its leading to the tomb of that 
celebrated poet } 4th, Derwaza Cuf- 
fub ELhana, adjoining to the flefli^ 
market; 5th, Derwaza Shadai'ef 
6th, Derwaza Kazeroon, leading to 
that city : each of thefe gates has an 
appointed guar,d allotted to it, of 
one hundred men ; and four Khans 
or oflScers, who every morning and 
evening attend at the citadel in or- 
der to pay their compliments to the 
Khan, or in his abfence to the Beg- 
lerbeg. It is the duty of thefe 
E 3 guards 
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guards to prevent all perfons de-* 
parting from the city who have not 
permiffion fo to do j and if any 
perfon, obnoxious to governnaent, 
efcapes, the officer's head anfvi^ers 
for it, I was frequently Hopped by 
them in going out, before I obtain- 
ed an order from the government 
to have free egrefs and regrefs 
whenever I pleafed. The gates of 
the city are fliut at funfet, and 
opened at funrife, during which 
periods no perfon is permitted to 
pais in or out. 

The Citadel. Within the city, at the upper end, 
neareft to the gate Bag Shah> ftands 
the Citadel, which is buih of burnt 
brick, and is a fquire of eighty 
yards circumference, flanked with 
round towera, and encompafled 

with 
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AXrith a dry fofle of the fame breadth 
and depth as that of the city ; this 
is called by the Perfians the Ark, 
and is alfo the work of Kerim 
Khan ; here Jaafar Khan, the pre- 
fent pofleflbr of Shirauz, refides j it 
alfo ferves occafionally as a ftate 
prifon. At the door of the Ark is 
a painting, done in very lively co- 
lours, reprefenting the combat be- 
tween the celebrated Perfian hero 
Roftum, and Deeb Sifeed, or the 
White Demon. The flory is taken 
from Ferdoufi's Shah Nama, and 
the figures are at full length, but 
ill proportioned. Oppofite to the 
citadel, in a large handfome fquare, 
is a gallery where the Khan's mu- 
fic, confifting of trumpets, kettle 
drums, and other inftruments, plays 
regularly at funrife and funfet. 
E 4 When 
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When the Khan is in camp, or on a 
journey, thefe are always placed in 
a tent near him : one fide of this 
fquare leads to the Dew^n Khan, or 
chamber of audience, and the other 
opens into a ftreet which leads up 
to the great mofque. The Dewan 
Khana is a very handfome builds 
ing, fituated at the upper end of a 
large garden, to which you are con- 
ducted through an avenue, planted 
on each fide with the Perfian Chinar 
tree, a fpecies of the fycamore. 
Chamber of This chamber is a large building, 

Aadience. ^ , , ^ . , 

of an oblong form, with an open 
front; the infide, about one-third 
up the wall, is lined with white 
marble from Tauris, and the ceil- 
ing and other parts are ornamented 
with a beautiful gold enamelled 
work, in imitation of the Lapis 

Lazuli; 
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Lazuli: there are feveral pidures 

in it; two of which, reprefenting 

the late Vakeel Kerim Khan, and 

his eldefl fan Abul Futtah Khan, 

are tolerably well executed ; and I 

was told by the natives that they 

were good refemblances- In front 

thcrie are three handfome foun* 

tains, with flone bafons, which are 

» 

conftantly playing- In the great 
iquare before the Citadel is the 
Tope Khana, or park of artillery : AnUiefy. 
it confifts of feveral pieces of can* 
non mounted on bad carriages, 
moft of the guns (which are Spa- 
nifli and Portuguefe, excepting two 
Englifli twenty-four pounders) are 
fo dreadfully honeycombed, that 
they would certainly burft on the 
firft difcharge, 

Shirauz 



1 



-8 OBSERVATIONS MADE ON A 

ThcBaaar*. Shirauz has many good bazars 
and caravanferais : that diftinguifh* 
cd by the appellation of the Va- 
keel's bazar (fo called from its 
being built by Kerim Khan), is by 
far the handfomeft; it is a long 
flreet, extending about a quarter of 
a mile, built entirely of brick, and 
roofed fomething in the ftyle of the 
Piazzas in Covent Garden; it is 
lofty and well made ; on each fide 
are the fliops of the tradefmen, 
merchants, and others, in which 
are expofed for fale a variety of 
goods of all kinds: thefe fliops are 
the property of the Khan, and are 
rented to the merchants at a very 
eafy monthly rate. Leading out 
of this bazar is a fpacious cara-- 
vanferai, of an oftagon form, built 
of brick j the entrance through a 

hand- 
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handfome arched gate-way : in the 
centre is a place for the baggage 
and merchandife, and on the fides 
above and below commodious a- 
partments for the merchants and 
travellers ; thefe are alfo rented at 
a moderate monthly fum. About 
the centre of the above-mentioned 
bazar is another fpacious caravan- 
ferai, of a fquare form, the front 
of which is ornamented with a blue 
and white enamelled work, in or* 
der to reprefent China ware, and 
has a pleafing effedt to the eye. 
This building is larger than the 
former, and is chiefly reforted to 
by Armenian and other Chriftian 
merchants ; there are befides fepa- 
rate bazars in Shirauz, for the dif- 
ferent companies of artificers, fuch 
fts goldfmiths, workers of tin, dy-r 
6 ers, 
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ers, carpenters, joiiiers> hatters, and 
fhoemakers ; thefe confift of long 
ftreets, built very regulariy, and 
roofed. 

The Jews at Shirauz have a quar-> 
tcr of the city allotted to themfelves» 
fot which they pay a confiderable 
tax to government, and are obliged 
to make frequent prefents: thefe 
people are more odious to the Per- 
fians than thofe of any other 
faith; and every opportunity is 
taken to opprefs and extort money 
from them; the very boys in the 
ftreet being accuftomed to beat and 
infult them, of which treatment 
they dare not complain. The In- 
dians have a caravanferai allowed 
them in another quarter of the city, 
for which they are alfo under con- 
tribution. 
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tribution. There is a mint at Shi- 
rauz where money is coined in the 
name of Jaafar Rhani the prefent 
pofleflbr, the procefs of which is 
very fimple, like mofl in other 
places of the Eaft, the gold or filver 
being laid in a dye fitted for the 
purpofe, and flruck with a large 
hammer, which completes the ope* 
ration. Here alfo the public Serafe 
(or money-changers) fet and regu- 
late the exchange of gold and fil- 
ver* 

Shirauz is adorned with many Mofqucof 
fine mofques, particularly that built 
by the late Kerim Khan, which is 
a noble one : being very well dif- 
guifed in my Perfian drefs, I had 
an opportunity of entering the 
building unobferved j it is of a 

fquare 
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fquare form; in the centre is ^ 
ftone refervoir of water, made for 
performing the neceflary ablutions 
or wafliings, previous to prayer ; on 
the four fides of the building are 
arched apartments allotted for de- 
votions, foi9ie of the fronts of which 
are covered with China tiles ; but 
Kerim Khan dying before the work 
was completed, the remainder has 
been made up with a blue and 
white enamelled work of the kind 
before defcribed. Within the apart- ^ 
ments, on the walls, on each fide, 
are engraved various fentences from 
the Koran, in the Nuikhi charac- 
ter; and at the upper end of the 
fquare, is a large dome with a cu- 
pola at tdp, which is the particular 
place appropriated for the devotion 
of the Vakeel ; this is lined through- 
out 
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out with white marble, ornamented 
with the curious blue and gold ar- 
tificial lapis lazuli) and has three 
latge filver lamps fufpended from 
the roof of the dome : here mullahs 
or priefts are conftantly employed 
in reading the Koran. This mofque 
has very good detached apartments* 
with places for ablutions and other 
religious ceremonies ; at a little 
diftance, on the outfide, the late* 
Vakeel had laid the foundation for 
a range of very handfome build- 
ings, which he defigned to have 
been occupied by mullahs, der- 
viflies, and other religious men ; 
but, dying before the work was 
brought to perfedlion, the troubles 
in Perfia fince that period have pre- 
vented any other perfons from fi- 
nifhing them, and in this imper- 

fed 
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f€<5t ftate they remain at prefenti 
much to be regretted -, as it would 
have added greatly to the beauty of 
the whole. In the centre of the 
city is ainother mofque, which the 
The Masjidi Perfiaus Call thc MusjkJi Nop, or 

Mod. 

the new mofquc; but its date is 
nearly coeval with the city itfelf, at 
leaft fince it has been inhabited by 
Mahomedans : it is a fquare build- 
ing of a noble Size, and has apart-** 
mcnts for prayer on each fide j in 
them are many infcriptions in the 
old Cufick charafter, which of 
themfelves denote the antiquity of 
the place ; in the centre of the 
fqtiare is a large terrace, on which 
the Perfians perform their devo-^ 
tions, both morning and evening ; 
this terrace is capable of contain- 
ing upwards of two hundred pef-» 

fons, 
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fens, and is built of ftone, raifed 
two feet and a half high from the, 
ground ; there are here two. very 
large cyprefs trees of an eitraordi*- 
nary height, which the Perfians 
affirm to have flood the amazing 
length of fix hundred years : they are 
called Aa(hukMa^ihiika,or the lover 
and his miftrefs, and are held by 
the people in great veneration. The 
mofque has a garden adjoining to 
it, and places neceflary for perform- 
ing ablutions. — In another quarter 
of the city is a fquare building of a 
very large fize, formerly a college 
of confiderable note, where the arts 
and fciences were taught; and is 
j ^ - the fame as that mentioned by Sir 
I John Chardin, who vifitcd this city 

in the laft century* It is now, 
however, decaying very faft, but 
]| there 
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there are ftiU mullahs and reli* 
gious men refiding in ic} at pre- 
fent it goes by the name of Mud» 
ruflaKhao, or the K.han*s college ; 
but literature and the Cciencei have 
long finee been neglected at Shi* 
cauz, and the prefent fitufttion of 
the country does not feem to pro- 
mife, » fpeedy revival. 

The zodr There are places in ShirikUE dif- 
tinguiihed by the name of Zoor 
Kh^na> the houfe of ilrength ot 
ejercife; to which the P^an» 
refort for the fake of ezercifing 
themfelyea, Thefe houfes confift 
of one room, with the floor funk 
about two feet below the furface 
of the earth, and the light a.nd air 
are admitted to the apartment by 
means of feveral fmall perforated 
«. apertures 
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apertures made in the dome. In 
the centre is a large fquare ter- 
race of eanh» well beaten down, 
fhiooth, and even; and on each 
fide are fmall alcoves raifed about 
two feet above the terrace, where 
the muficians and fpeffcators are 
feated. When all the competitors 
are aflembkd, which is on every 
Friday morning by day-break, 
they immediately ilrip themfelves 
to the waift} on which each man 
puts on a pair of thick /woollen 
drawers, and takes in his hands 
two wooden clubs of about a foot 
and a half in length, and cut in 
the ihape of a pearj thefe they reft 
upon each ihoulder, and the mu- 
fie ftriking up, they move them 
backwards and forwards with great 
agility, ftamping with their feet 
Fa at 
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at the fame time, and ftraining 
every nerve, till they produce a 
very profufe perfpiration. After 
continuing this exercife about 
half an hour, the matter of the 
houfe, who is always one of them, 
and is diftinguilhcd by the appel- 
lation of Pehlwaun, or wreftler, 
makes ^ a iignal, upon which they 
all leave off, quit their clubs, and, 
joining hands in a circle, begin to 
move their feet very brilkly in 
union with the mufic, which is all 
the while playing a lively tune. 
Having continued this for a confi- 
derable time, they commence wreft- 
ling ; but before the trial of fkill in 
this art begins, the mafter of the 
houfe addrefles the company in a 
particular fpeech, in part of which 
he informs the candidates, that as 

they 
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they are all met in good fellowfhip, 
fo ought they to depart, and that in 
the conteft they are about entering 
into, they fhould have no malice 
or ill-will in their hearts ; it being 
only an honourable emulation, and 
trial of ftrength, in which they are 
going to exert themfelves, and not 
a contentious brawl ; he therefore 
cautions them to proceed in good 
humour and concord: this fpeech 
is loudly applauded by the whole 
aflembly. The wreftlers then turn 
to their diverfion, in which the 
mafterof the houfe is always- the 
challenger; and, being accuftomed 
to the exercife, generally proves 
conqueror, by throwing each of 
the company two or three times 
fucceffively. I have fometimest 
however, feen him meet with his 
F 3 equaU 
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equal) efpecially when beginning 
to grow fatigued. The fpedators 
pay each a Shahee, in money, 
equal to three-pence Engliih, for 
which they are refrcflied during the 
diverfion with a calean and coffee. 
This mode of cxercife, I ihould fup- 
' pofe, muft contribute to health, as 
well as add ftrength, vigour, and a 
manly appearance to the frame. It 
ilruck me in its manner of execu- 
tion to bear fome refemblance to the 
gymnaftic exercifes o£ the ancients. 

The Bathj. 'j'hc Baths in Perfia are very com- 
modious, and well worthy tbc at- 
tention of a ftranger ; they generally 
confift of two large apartments, onQ 
of which furniihes an accommoda- 
tion for undre^ing, the other is the 
bath) on the fides of the firft are 

benches 
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bencbesof ftone, raifed twofeet£rom 
the ground, on which are fpread 
mats and carpets^^here the bathers 
fit to undrefs, and from thence they 
proceed to the bath through a long 
narrow pa0age. The bath is a large 
room of an o<ftagon form, with a 
cupola at topi through which the 
light and air are admitted ; on the 
fides of this room are fmall plat- 
forms of wood raifed about a foot, 
from the ground, on which the 
people who enter to bathe perform 
their devotions, a ceremony the 
Perfians always previoufiy obferve: 
at the upper end of the room is a 
large bafon or refervoir of water, 
built of ftone, well heated by 
m^ans of ftoves made at the hot- 
torn, with iron gratings over them; 
and adjoining is another refervoir 
F4 of 
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of cold water, of either of which the 
bather has his choice. When he 
comes out of the hot bath, which 
is generally in the fpace of ten or 
twelve minutes, the people of the 
houfe ftand ready to perform the 
operation of rubbing, and to effeiJt 
this he is laid at full length on his 
back, with a pillow to fupport his 
head; a brufh made of camel's 
hair is then ufed, which completely 
rubs off all the dirt the body has 
contracjted. After rubbing fome 
time, they, rinfe the whole body 
with feveral bafons of warm water, 
and the perfon is reconducted to 
the drefling apartment, where he 
fliifts and drefles at leifure, receiv- 
ing a calean to fmoke. The Per- 
iians are much more Tcrupulous 
than any other Eadern nation in 

per-^ 
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permitting foreigners tp go into 
theij: baths, which if atjtempted 
with their knowledge, th^y pre- 
vent. By means however of a finall 
prefentj and on account of my living 
in a Perfian family, and going pri- 
vately at night, I had always free 
accefs; although Mr. Jones, a gen- 
tleman of the Buflbra faftory, then 
refiding at Shirauz, going one 
night, after he was undrefied, was 
informed by the keeper of the 
houfe, who underftood he was an 
European, that he muft drefs him- 
Telf immediately, and quit the place; 
alleging in excufe, that if it wa^ 
known he had admitted a Feringy, 
he fliould lofe both his cuftom 
and reputation, as the bath would 
thereby be deemed polluted. This is 
very remarkable, as I am informed 

that 
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that ia Turkey it is quite the con-* 
trary, foreigners of all denomina^ 
tions being there allowed to ufe 
any of the baths whenever their 
inclinations lead them. 

During the fpring, the baths in 

Perfia are decorated in great finery, 

a cuftom diftinguifhed by the natives 

The gdI under the name of Gul Rekzee (or 

Reazee> or 

fcattering of thc fcattering of rofes), from the vaft 
quantity of thofe flowers ftrewed 
in the apartments} this ceremony 
continues a week or ten days, 
duriDg which time the guefts are 
entertained with mufic> dancing, 
cc^ee, (herbet, &c. and the dreiHng 
apartment is decked out with paint- 
ings, looking- glafles, ftreamcrs, 
and other ornaments, at the ex- 
pence of the mafter of thc humaum, 

who 
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tdio coinpliments his cuftomersoa 
the occafion, though a fmall pre* 
fent is generally- made by them to 
the muficiand. The baths are ufed 
ahernately by men and women 
every other day, but each fex gene- 
rally ulb them once a week, or in 
every ten dayrat farthcft. 

The bath built by Kerim Khan 
is particularly beautiful} it has for 
the outer apartment a large hand- 
fome odtagon, to which light is 
conveyed from the topj on the 
fides are platforms of ftone, raifed 
three feet from the ground, each 
of which has a fquare refervoir of 
water, and a large fountain, which, 
by conftantly playing in the centre 
of the room, renders the place very 
cool and agreeable; the fides are 
adorned with pi^ures and tape- 

ftryj 



rs 
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dry; the inner apartment is lined 
throughout with Tauris marble, 
and the dome and fides ornamented 
'with the imitation of the lapis 
lazuli. To this bath none are ad- 
mitted but thofe of a higher rank, 
it being chiefly ufed by the princi- 
pal KWns, or oflicers of the army, 
and their families. 



In the centre of the city, adjoining 
to the mofque called Musjidi Noo 
aforementioned, is a building of a 
very large fize, which is called by 
Shah Che. ^^^ Pcrfiaus the Shah Cheraiig, or the 
"**■ king*s lamp, and is confidered as a 

place of the greateft fandity about 
Shirauz, being the maufoleum of 
the brother of one of their Imaums, 
or heads of the faith ; this place is 
of confiderable antiquity, nor is 
the exafi: date of its foundation 

afcer- 
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afcertained ; but by an extraft I 
procured from the chronicles of 
the place, it appears to have been 
repaired by the celebrated Prince 
Azzud ad Dowlah, Deilemee of the 
family of Buy ^h, who was Ameer al 
Umrah to one of the Caliphs of the 
houfe of Abbks, and was a prince 
of great abilities, learning, and 
piety. He reigned in the fourth 
century of the Mahomedan Hijra. 

Having with great difficulty pro- 
cured an extradt from the chro- 
nicles of the place, which are kept 
in the Mofque, I fhall here infert a 
. tranflation of them ; and it will 
appear by this extraift, that the 
building was formerly magnificent, 
but is now going to ruin. The laft 
perfon who repaired it was Kerim 

Khan, 
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RhsLn, who gave it a complete new 
covering, but fince his time it has 
been ne^ledted, and has fuffered 
much by the rain and other acci- 
dents, owing to the very great age 
of the building; however, there 
are at prefent fome of the Imaums 
Zadas, or defcendants ftom their 
Imaums, refiding in it, who are 
fupported by what little remains 
of the former ample revenues of 
the place. 

ExtraSl from the Adfar Ahumudi, or 
Chronicles of the Shah Cberdg^ the 
Sepulchre of Abumud Ibn Moifa, 



It is related, from the regifter of 
moft refpe^ble chronicles, that 
in the days of Sultaun Azzud ad 
** DowlahDeilemce, it was thus re- 

** vealed 



it 

t( 
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** vealed to that prince in a dream, 
«* that Meet Mahummed (the fon 
** of the religious, chief of the tribe 
'* of the worfhippers of God, the 
" moft learned of the holy orators, 
" and prime headof the expounders 
" of the Koiin), as alfo Ahumud 
*• Ibn Afeef ad Decn Kube^r (chief 
*« of the fpeakers of truth, and of 
** thofe who praife the Deity), two 
«♦ perfons, who from purity of 
"heart had become the fervants 
** and guardians of this holy mo- 
** nument and moft fan<^ified tomb, 
<* there refting from -their labours, 
** are interred. The Sultaun there- 
** fore was eojoined to go to their 
" immediate defcendants, that is 
*< to fay, Sheik Afeef ad Been !^ni 
*' and Peer Shems ad Deen, who 
" are both now alive, and that he 

« fliould 
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«f fhould by their means be point- 
" edout the facred tombi and from 
** them receive inftruftions for the 
" re-building and beautifying the 
*' edifice; and as formerly in the 
" days of Sufoot ad Deen, Mu- 
** fauobd, Ibn Bedr ad Deen, this 
** holy tomb^ as well as that of 
" Seiud Meer Mahomed Abudeen 
•^ Moufa Ibn Jaafar (upon whom 
" be peace!) and alfo that of Seiwd 
" Allah ad Deen Hoflein Ibn Moufa 
" Kafim, (the bleffing of God be 
«' upon them!) had been re-built 
" and beautified; fo Ameer Sultan 
" Azzud ad Dowlah Deilemee, who 
" is the flave of the pofterity of 
" Ali, having been pointed out thefc 
*' things in a dream, fet forwards to- 
** wards the holy place; and as this 
** had been revealed to him, fo it hjid 

" alfo 
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** alfo been revealed to the domef- 
" tics of the facred fepulchre of 
** Sheick Afeef ad deen Sani and 
" Peer Shems ad deeti : they there- 
** fore, when the Suhaun arrived, 
" informed him of what they had 
" beheld ; and he, agreeably to the 
" cominand, came to the holy fe- 
" pulchre, and ordered it to be 
** opened; which being done, it 
appeared by meafurement that 
" this tonlb was fifteen yards in 
« length, and ten yards in breadth; 
** and the facred corpfe was dif- 
^' covered to the eyes of Suhaun 
♦* Azzud ad Dowla, and thofe who 
" were with him, as well as to the 
** grandfather of the author of the 
" prefent work, who was on the 
" fpot. Upon the. tomb they per- 
" ceived a lighted candle, fcented 
G « with 
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" with carophire ; and the body of 
" that holy perfon appeared quite 
** frefli and fweet, as if but lately 
" interred, whilft from the bleiled 
•* tomb thert was emitted the fcent 
*' of pure muik and ambergris, and 
« from the top of the dome the 
" rays of a clear and bright light 
" were refle(5ted around. It is fur- 
** ther related, in the Shirauz Na- 
« ma, that Atta Beg Abu Bukir, 
" the fon of Saad Zunke^, in the 
** year of the Hijra 446, added 
" many apartments to this build- 
** ing, as alfo did, after him, the 
*» moft illuftrious lady Bebee Jani 
** Khatoon, who was either the fe- 
" cond or third benefa<5trefs to it.— 
" The hiftory further obferves, that 
" Sultaun Azzud ad Dowla, and 
" thofe who were with him, pcr- 

** ceived 
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« ceived on the finger of the corpfe 
** a feal ring, on which was en- 
** graved the following words:— 
** * Izzut Alia Taala Ahumud Ibn 
«* * Moufa :— re God Almighty be glory t 
" * Abiimud the fon of Moiifa .''—and 
** moreover Sultaun Ameer Azzud 
** ad Dowla drew this ring oflF the 
** finger, when fuddenly it became 
*' invifible to him, and was on the 
" finger of another in company^ 
" (but God knows who !) The 
*' Shirauz N^ma alfo relates, that 
** at this time Sultaun Ameer Az« 
*' zud ad Dowla was afiiidted with 
" a violent afthma, and the vao* 
** ment he entered the holy fepul- 
•* chre, by virtue of that facred 
** body, he became perfectly cured, 
** without the fmalleft trace of hiiJ 
** diforder remaining j in acknow- 
G 2 " ledgment 
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" ledgment of which great bleti^ 
•* ing, Sultaun Azzud ad Dowla 
" determined on rebuilding and 
" beautifying the facred tomb; and 
" thofe buildings which were to be 
** feen in the days of Azzud ad 
" Dowla> particularly the founda- 
** tion of the prefent dome, the 
" tower, the haram, and the orna- 
« ments of the fepulchre, as well 
** as the college adjoining to the 
*•. court-yard, were all done by him. 
" He alfo appointed fixed falaries 
" for the domeftics of the place. 
" The lady above mentioned, Be- 
♦♦ bee Jani Khatoon, was the fitter 
" of Sultaun Ifhaac, and not only a 
" -moft noble and illufirious prin- 
** cefs, but fo devout and refpedl- 
" able as to be the pride and orna- 
« ment of the Seljukian race: (may 

«* the 
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** the mercy of God be upon her !) 
«* She it was that rebuih the tower, 
*^ and thofe apartments which are 
** about the area, both above and 
" below, as alfo the market-place 
*' adjoining the Meidan *, the No- 
" kara Khana f , and the Afli Kha- 
*' na |. The Pars Nama, the Nezam 
** al Towareek, as well as the Shi- 
*^ rauz Nama of Sheick Kuttob, 
" and the Kitab Hizza Beiaun, all 
*^ relate that the above noble cha- 
<* rafter, Bebee Jani Khatoon, ap- 
** pointed fourteen parcels of arable 
" land, with proper aquedufts for 
" conveying water, the revenues 
•* of which were taken from the 
** village of Meimoon, and other 

• A fqaare. 

t The gallery for mufic. 

J The kitchen. 

G 3 " places 
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^y places in the neighbourhood of 
" Shirauz, for the maintenance of 
" this holy tomb : flie alfo made a 
*« prefent of thirty volumes of the 
" Koran, written in letters of gold 
** (the work of Moulana Yeheea) ; 
** and there was written on the top 
" of them, * May the curfe of God wer^ 
*• * take thoje ivboprefume to lay bands on^ 
" « or take away^ tbefe books.* She even 
^* ordained, that excepting the 
** guardian of the fepulchre, none 
« ihould prefume to look into, or 
«* meddle with, the facred volumes ; 
" nor Ihould any have concern 
** with the lands allotted for the 
** fupport of the place, or the fer- 
" vants or domeftics belonging to 
" it, on any account whatever, ex- 
<* cept him ; which ordinations 
\[ were confirmed by all fucceed- 

" ing 



I 
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*' ing princes and great men who 
V afterwards became beneFaftors 
•* to the tomb. It is further re- 
** corded, that Meer Hubeeb Allih, 
♦• the flower of religious and holy 
** men, and chief of the race of the 
*^ Seiuds (defcendants of Maho- 
«* med), the moft wife, the moft 
'^ learned, and the moft exalted of 
^' his age, the difpofer of benefices, 
«^ and the performer of good ac- 
•• tions, who in the reign of Shah 
<* Tehamafp al Huflen al Hofseeni 
<* Bebader Khan (whofe habitation 
^* now is Paradife), was chief ma- 
** giftrate of the province of Fars, 
" and guardian of the holy fe- 
«* pulchre, which he held by right 
" of inheritance from his anceftors, 
** who in regular fucceflion had 
" enjoyed the office of Vizier in 
G 4 *• Perfia 
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*' Perfia and guardian of this tonib, 
^' and voluntarily ^ave up all they 
** poflefled in fupport of it ; for 
M this reafon, therefore, Meer Hu- 
" beeb Allah refolved on rebeauti- 
•^ fying the building, in confe- 
" quence of which the tower and 
<^ the apartments, both above and 
" below, as well as the body of 
*^ the edifice, were by him adorned 
*^ in the moft elegant manner, with 
*' curious gold enamelled work, in 
** imitation of lapis lazuli, and 
*' other coftly materials, as well 
^' within the building as in the 
** outer courts and offices ; and ex- 
** cepting the tomb of that illuftri- 
<* ous Prince and Imaum, Abul 
« Huflun All, Ibn Moufa al Reza, 
<' the chief of the Imaums, (the 
^[ blefling of God be upon hiro !) 

*^ who 
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« who was brother to this Imaum, 
•* there was nothing in the four 
<* quarters of the world could equal 
^* it, for the quantity of ground al- 
♦* lotted for its fupport, the ample 
^* falaries of the readers of the Ko- 
♦* ran, or for the €xpences of the 
«* Afli Khana, the Nokara Khana, 
^* the Muezzins *> its ornaments 
•* and buildings, all of which were 
^* renewed by this Meer Hubeeb 
« Allah ; no mortal ever beholding 
** its equal in beauty, magnificence, 
*' and fplendour*'* 

The above is as literal a tranfla- 
tion as the language would admit 
of, which is very obfcure and diffi- 
cult in the original* 

* Criers fpr the parpofe of calling the people to 
prayers* 

The 



8, 



OO OBSERVATIONS MADE ON A 

Tke tomb of The tomb of the celebrated and 
defervedly admired Hafiz, one of 
the moft famous of the Perfian 
Poets, {lands about two miles dif- 
tant from the city walls, on the 
North Eaft fide, and neareft the gate 
Shah Meerza Hamza. Here the 
late Vakeel Kerim Khan has creeled 
a moft elegant Ivan or hall, with 
apartments adjoining: this build- 
ing is executed in the fame ftyle as 
the Dewan Khana, nor has any coft 
been fpared to render it agreeable : 
it ftands in the middle of a large 
garden ; in front of the apartments 
is a ftone refervoir, in the centre 
of which is a fountain. In the gar- 
den are many cyprefs trees of ex- 
traordinary fize and beauty, as well 
as of great antiquity: J -take them 
to be the fame as thofe defcribed 

by 
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by Sir John Chardin. Under the 
fliade of thefe trees is the tomb of 
the poet Mahbmed Shems ad deen 
Hafiz» of fine white marble from 
Tauris, eight feet in length and 
four in breadth : this was built by 
order of Kerim Khan, and covers 
the original one : on the top and 
fides of the tomb are feleft pieces 
' from the poet's own works, moft 
beautifully cut in the Perfian Nuf- 
taleek charaaer. During the fpring 
and fummer feafons, the inhabit- 
ants vifit here, and amufe them- 
felves with fmoking, playing at 
chefs, and other games, reading 
alfo the works of Hafiz, who is in 
greater efteem with them than any 
other of their poets, and they vene- 
rate him almoft to adoration, never 
fpeaking of him but in the higheft 

terms 
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terms of rapture and enthufiafm; 
a moft elegant copy of his works is 
kept upon the tomb for the pur- 
pofe, and the infpeftion of all who 
go there. The principal youth of 
. the city aflemble here, and ffiew 
every poffible mark of refpeft for 
their favourite poet, making plen- 
tiful libations of the delicious wine 
of Shirauz to his memory. Clofe 
by the garden rijns the fiream of 
lioknabad. Hokuabad, fo Celebrated in the 
works of Hafiz ; this, however, is 
now dwindled into a fmall rivuler, 
which takes its fource from the 
mountains to the N. E. The water 
is clear and fweet, and in that re- 
fpeft deferves the fame it has ob- 
tained } it is held in great eftima- 
tion by the modern Perfians, who 
attribute medicinal qualities to it; 

but 



TOUR FROM BENGAL TO PERSIA. 

but with what juftice I cannot de- 
termine. 

The following couplet from the 
works of the poet may ferve to il* 
luftrate the above paflage : 
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^* Boy ! bring ipe the wine that re- 
mains ! for thou wilt not find in 
Paradife the fweet banks of our 
Roknabad, or the rofy bowers of 
Mofemy.'' 

SIR WILLIAM JONES. 

Further, he obferves of Mofell^y: 

♦^Jlxi* v-XaJ (^i jx^l vkxC 

" From 
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** From Jaafar Abad to the fweet 
bower of Mofellay, the morning 
gale cometh fcented with am** 
bergris !" 

HAflZ. 



Mofellay. This Celebrated bower of Mofel- 
lay is iituated a quarter of a mile 
to the weftward of the tomb» but is 
entirely in ruins, no trace or veftige 
remaining of that pleafantnefs 
which you are taught to expeft on 
perufing the preceding couplet; 
yet one may judge by the fituation, 
. which is really a delightful one, 
being lofty, that it might formerly 
have been agreeable. At prefent 
the country round about is rugged 
and barren, and now ferves as a 
place for celebrating the Maho- 
medah feftival of the Ide Korban, 

or 
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or the ceremonies which are ob- 
ferved on that day, in commemora- . 
tion of Abraham's offering up his 
fon Ifaac, whom they call Ifmael. 

A little to the northward of Ha- Heft, or d» 
fiz's tomb, is a magnificent build- vi^. "' 
ing, called by the Perfians Heft 
Tun, or the Seven Bodies, on ac- 
count of feven Derviflics or religi- 
ous men, who coming from a great 
diflance to refide in this country, 
took up their abode on the fpot 
where the above building is ere<5ted, 
and there remained until they all 
died, each burying the other fuc- 
ceffively, until the only furvivor, 
who was interred by the neigh- 
bours upon this fpot, and in me- 
mory of which event Kerim Khan 
has eredted a beautiful hall, with 

adjoin- 
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■ adjoining apartments : this hall is 
twenty-feven feet by eighteen, and 
forty feet highj one third of the 
height of the hall is lined with 
white marble from Tauris, and the 
reft and the deling are ornamented 
with blue and gold enamel : it is 
built on the fame plan as thofe of 
Hafiz and the Dewan Khana, and 
is really a noble building. It has 
alfo fome tolerable paintings, exe- 
cuted in the Perfian ftyle, amongft 
which is one of Abraham's offering 
up his fon Ifaac, with the angel 
descending; and another of Mofes, 
when a boy, tending the flocks of 
his father-in-law Jethro. Over the 
doors of this hall are placed the 
Portraits of portraits of the two celebrated poets 

Hsiiz and 

sadi. Hafiz and Sadi, done at full length : 

that of Hafiz habited in the old 

Perfian 
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Perfian drefs^ He is painted with 
a frefti rofy complexion, and a very 
large pair of whilkers, and in the 
pidlure appears to be about fix and 
thirty years of age ; the other, of 
Sheick Sadi, is the figure of a ve- 
nerable old man, with a long beard 
turned white by age, dreflfed in a 
religious drefs, with long flowing 
robes, in his right hand holding a 
fmall crooked ivory ftafF, and in 
the other a charger of incenfe. Be- 
fore the hall is a very hand fome 
flone refervoir, whfere the Perfians 
obferve their ablutions (enjoined by 
the Mahomedan laws) previous to 
their performing their devotions 
near the graves of the feven Der- 
vifhes (each of which have hand- 
fome tomb-ftones over them), in a 
fpot of ground allotted for that 
H purpofe. 
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purpofe. The garden confifts of 
two avenues of cyprefs trees, 
bounded by a high wall, and there 
is a fine fpacious terrace on the top 
of this building, from whence you 
have an extenfive view of the city 
of Shirauz, and the adjoining coun^ 
try. To this place, as well as to 
the tomb of Hafiz, the Perfians fre- 
quently refort, and amufe them- 
felves until evening, when they re- 
turn to the city. 

On a parallel line with Heft Tun, 
about thr6e quarters of a mile 
Dii Gufliaie. diftant, is the garden Dil Gufliak, 
fo called from the pleafantnefs of 
its fituation, fignifying in Perfian, 
heart expanding t— it. is fituated at the 
foot of a high mountain, out of. 
which iffues a ftream of clear frefli 
6 water. 
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■Water, for the reception of which 
there has been made a fucceflion 
of flone bafods, fo fafhioned as to 
make the water fall down from 
one to the other, after the manner 
of a cafcade, and at about fixty 
paces diftant from each other; thefd 
forming feparate falls, have a 
pleafiog effed: to the eye. In the 
centre is a fummer-houfe, built of 
flone, through which the water 
runs by means of a ftone channel:^ 
in this place the Perfians fit and 
amufe themfelves, fmoking and 
playing at games of chance, and 
regale themfelves with what they 
may have brought from the city. 
This garden is, upon the whole, 
extremely agreeable, the water 
clear and cold, and the air delight'- 
fully mild and refrefliing. 

Ha A mile 
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The Tomb A milc to the eaftward of Dil 

of Sadi. 

.Gufliaie, is the tomb of the cele- 
brated Sheick Sadi aforementioned, 
fituated at the foot of the moun- 
tains that bound Shirauz to the 
N. E. and is a large fquare build- 
ing, at the upper end of which are 
two alcoves, recefles in the wall; 
that on the right hand is the tomb 
of Sheick, juft in the ftate it was in 
when he was buried, built of (lone, 
fix feet in length, and two and a 
half in breadth : on the fides of it 
are engraved many fentences in the 
old Nufkhi charader, relating to 
the poet and his works. Sadi 
flouriflied about five hundred and 
fifty years ago, and his works ar« 
held in great efteem amongft all 
the Eaftern nations for their mora- 
lity, arid for the excellent precepts 

they 
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they inculcate. On the top of the 
tomb is a covering of painted wood, 
black and gold, on which is an 
ode of the Sheick's, written in the 
modern Nuftaleek character, and 
on removing this board is perceived 
the empty ftone coffin in which the 
Sheick was buried^ ^ This the reli- 
gious, who come here,- take care 
to ftrew with flowers, rofaries, and 
various relics. On the top of the 
tomb is placed, for the infpedion 
of all who vifit there, a manufcript 
copy of the Sheick's works, moll 
elegantly tranfcribed. On the fide 
of the walls are many Perfian 
verfes, written by thofe who have 
at different times vifited the place. 
The building is now going to ruin, 
and unlefs repaired muft foon fall 
entirely to decay. It is much to be 
H 3 re- 
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regretted, that the uncertain ftate 
of affairs in • the country will not 
admit of any one's being at the 
expence of repairing it. Men who 
are to-day in authority and power, 
are, perhaps, to-morrow feized on 
and dragged to prifonj nor can any 
one depend upon the fate of the 
enfuing day. Adjoining to this 
building are the graves of many 
religious men, who have been bu* 
ried here at their own requefts. 

A remark. A little to the left of this build- 

Me channel. 

ing, under ground, is a very re- 
markable channel, to which you 
defcend by a flight of feventy ftone 
fleps, and at the bottom are fur- 
prifed at the fight of a handfome 
building, of an 0(5langular form, 
through which the channel runs. 
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It is built entirely of ilone, which, 
although the work of many ages 
paft, yet remains complete and per- 
feft. This the prefent Perfians fu- 
perftitioufly attribute to its having 
been built with what they call Pool 
Helaul, or lawful money, i. e* 
money not acquired by oppreflion 
and tyranny; for they fay that 
fuch buildings as have been eredted 
by tyrants foon moulder and fade 
away; whilft, on the contrary, the 
works of good and juft princes 
endure for ages unhurt. They 
have formed thefe opinions by at- 
tending to the tradition of the 
place, which they fay was built by 
a king of Perfia named Gemlheed, 
a prince famous in the Perfian 
biftory for his piety and juftice, 
and the fame who built Perfepolis» 
H4 he 
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he having firft, at a vaft expence 
and much labour, dug dut a ftream 
of water from the adjacent moun- 
tains, which was conveyed by an 
aquedu(5l to this well, from whence 
it flows through a ftone channel 
formed under ground, about two 
feet in breadth, and fupplies all 
the places adjoining to Shirauz with 
excellent water. The prefent na- 
tives attribute great virtues to the 
fuppofed properties of this water, 
and are fond of bathing in it. On 
the fides of this building are re- 
cefles and alcoves, where thofe 
who vifit it fit and fmoke, and find 
it perfedly cool and refrefliing, 
even in the hotteft day of fummen 
Sir John Chardin mentions a foun- 
tain near the tomb of Sadi, in which, 
he fays, were fifli confecrated to 

the 
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the Sheick; but ai there are no 
figns of any thing at prefent re- 
maining fimilar to his defcription, 
I think it is probable he meant the 
above-mentioned channel, in which 
are caught abundance of very fine 
fifh. This place, though it may 
not be of the date tradition men- 
tions, yet certainly bears marks of 
very great antiquity ; and as fuch 
is an objedt worthy the attention 
of a ftranger, which induced me to 
infert the above defcription, 

A quarter of a mile to the north- 
ward of the gate Shaah Meerza 
Hamza, is a large odagon building, 
in the infide of which is the tomb 
of Abdurrah^em Khan, the fecond 
fon of the late Vakeel Kerim Khan, 
who died in the 12th year of his 

age. 
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age. This tomb is eight feet ia 
length, and three in breadth, (land- 
ing in the centre of the room, co- 
vered with a piece of brocade; it 
is of very fine marble from Tauris, 
elegantly gilt: on the top and fides 
are infcriptions in the Perfian lan- 
guage, well cur, in the Nuftaleek 
charadler, and the room has a 
beautiful dome, with the cupola 
and fides ornamented with blue and 
gold enamelled work, imitative of 
China ware. The Perfians excel 
all the Eaflern nations in this kind 
of enamel ; and what makes it fo 
pleafing to the eye, is the bright- 
nefs of the colours, which far ex* 
ceed, in their livelinefs, any thing 
that can be done in Europe ; and I 
think are equal to thofe produced 
in China. 

Kerim 
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Kerim Khan, amongft other be- 
neficial works during his lifetime^ 
built feveral fummer-houfes in the 
neighbourhood of Shirauz. The 
gardens in which they are placed 
are laid out in an agreeable ftyle, 
though quite different to our ideas 
of the beauties of gardening; they 
confift generally of long ftrait plant- 
ations of fycamore and cyprefs 
trees, planted regularly on each 
fide the walk, in form of avenues, 
and have parterres of flowers in 
the centre, with ftone fountains in 
different parts of the garden, which 
add much to the coolnefs and beauty 
of them. On the fide of the walls 
are eredted fcaffoldings of wood, 
covered over at top with thin laths, 
on which the grape vines grow^ 
and form pleafant arbours. In- 
deed 
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deed this truly great man well de- 
ferved his good fortune, as he 
fpent the bed part of his life in 
adorning Shirauz, which he con- 
fidered his chief city of refidence, 
with every thing that could make 
it comfortable and agreeable to his 
fubje(5ls; a circumftance the Per- 
fians have been more fenfible of 
lince his death: nor is his name 
ever mentioned by them, efpecially 
the middling and lower clafs of 
people, but in terms expreflive of 
the higheft gratitude and efteem. 

As the religion of the Perfians is 
known to be Mahomedan, and as 
very good accounts have already 
been given of it, I fliall touch but 
lightly on the fubjeft; but as they 
are of the feft of the Sheias, or fol- 
lowers 
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lowers of Ali, fome of their cuf- 
toms, as well religious as civil, 
may probably differ from thofe of 
the Turks, who are of the fed: of 
the Sunnies, or followers of Omar. 
I fhall therefore make a few re- 
marks on what I think moft worthy 
of obfervation in each of them: and 
firft refpedling their marriages. 

When the parents of a young Marriages of 

, - the PeriiaAS* 

man have determined upon marry- 
ing him, they look out amongft 
their kindred and acquaintance for 
a fuitable match ; in which having 
fucceeded, the father or mother of 
the young man, or fometimes his 
fitter, afTemble a company of their 
friends, and go to the houfe where 
the perfon they intend to demand 
lives : being arrived, a converfation 

takes 
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takes place, in which the bufinefsi 
is opened and the match propofed* 
If the father of the woman is con- 
tented with the propofals, he im- 
diately orders fweetmeats to be 
brought in, which is taken as a 
dire<5l fign of compliance } and the 
company for that time take leave. 
Some days after, the females of 
the family of the man aflemble at 
the houfe of the intended bride, 
where the terms of marriage are 
fettled, and the ufual prefents on 
the part of the bridegroom are pro- 
mifed. Thefe, if the perfon be in 
middling circumftances, generally 
confift of two complete fuits of ap- 
parel of the beft fort, a ring, a 
looking-glafs, and a fmall fum in 
ready money of about ten or twelve 
tomans, which fum is denominated 

Mehr 
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Mehr u Kaween, or the marriage- 
portion, it being given for the 
exprefs purpofe of providing for 
the wife in cafe of a divorce* 
There is alfo provided a quantity 
of houfehold fluff of all forts, fuch 
as carpets, mats, bedding, utenfils 
for dreffing viftuals, &c. After 
this a writing or cohtradt is drawn 
up, in the prefence of, and wit- 
nefled by, the Cadi, or magiftrate, 
or in his abfence by an Akhund, or 
prieft: this writing the Perfians 
call Akud Bundle, or the binding 
contract, in which the father of 
the bride fets forth, that on fuch a 
day, in fuch a year, he has given 
his daughter in marriage to the fon 
of fuch a perfon (mentioning the 
name of the bridegroom and his 
father), who alfo on his part enu^ 

merates 
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merates the different prefents he 
makes in his fon's name to the 
bride, as well as the ftipulated 
money called Mehr u Kaween* 
This writing is figned and fealed 
by both parties, as well as the Cadi 
and the Mullah, and is depofited 
in the hands of the bride^s father, 
where it always ferves as a record, - 
^ cafe of a divorce, to enforce the 
fulfilling of the marriage-articles: 
for on this occafion the hufband is 
obliged to make good the contrad^ , 

even to the minuteft agreement, j 

before the divorce can be complete. i 

When this ceremony is finifhed^ 
the marriage by the Mahomedan 
law is deemed perfedt. It is, how- 
ever, obferyable that portions are 
never given with daughters in Per- , 
fia, as is the cuftom in Europe, 

and 
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and in moft places of the Eafl. No* 
thing now remains but to celebrate 
the wedding, and this is generally 
performed the fecond or third day 
after iigniog the contraA, in the 
following manner : The night be- 
fore the wedding, the friends and 
relations of the bride afTemble at 
her houfe, attended by mufic, dan- 
cing girls, and other figns of fef- 
tivity. This night is diftinguiflied 
by the appellation of Sheb Hinna 
Bundee, or the night in which the 
hands and feet of the bride are 
flained with the herb of Hinna, 
well known all over the Eaft. Pre- 
vious . to the ceremony, a large 
quantity of this herb is fent by the 
bridegroom to the houfe of the 
bride j and on the day of flaining 
Ihe is firft conveyed to the bath, 
I where 
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^here having bathed, fhe is brought 
back to her own houfe; after which 
they ilain her liands and feet, at 
the fame time painting her eye- 
brows and forehead with the anti- 
mony powder called Surma : when 
this is finifhed, they fend back what 
remains of the herb to the houfe of 
the bridegroom, where the like 
operation is performed upon him 
by his friends. The wedding night 
being come, the friends both of the 
bride and bridegroom, men and 
women, aflemble at the houfe of 
the bride, in order to carry her to 
that of her future hufband : they 
are attended by all forts of mufic, 
fingers, and dancing girls, and all 
are drefled in their fmarteft apparel, 
each of the women having on a 
veil of red fiik. The prefents which 

the 
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the bridegroom has made, are all 
put into trays covered with red filk, 
which are carried on men's fhoul* 
ders. After waitiilg at the door fome 
time, the bride is brought forth^ 
covered from head to foot in a veil 
of red filk, or painted muflin ; a 
horfe is then prefented for her to 
mount, which is fent thither ex* 
prefsly by the bridegroom; and 
when fhe is mounted, a large look*- 
Ing-glafs is held before her by one 
of the bride- maids, all the way to 
the houfe of her huftand, as an 
admonition to her, that it is the laft 
time ftie will look into a glafs as a 
virgin, being now about to enter 
into the cares of the married ftate. 
The proceffion then fets forward in 
the following order : — firft, the mu- 
fic and dancing girls j after which 
I 2 the 



115 



,l6 OBSERVATIONS MADE ON A 

the prefents, in trays borne upon 
men*s fhoulders} next come the re- 
lations and friends of the bride- 
groom, all fhouting and making.a 
great noife j who are followed by 
the bride herfelf, furrounded by all 
her female friends and relations, 
one of whom leads the horfe by the 
bridle ; and feveral others on horfe- 
back clofe the proceifion. Being 
arrived at the houfe of the bride- 
groom, they are met at the door by 
the father and mother, and from 
thence are conducted up flairs : the 
bride then, enters the room. The 
bridegt^oom, who is at the upper 
end, makes a low obeifance ; and 
prefently after, coming clofe up to 
his bride, takes her up in his arms 
and embraces her. Soon after they 
retire into a private chamber ; and, 

on 
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on their return to the company, it 
caufes great rejoicings. They then 
all fit down to fupper in feparate 
apartments, the men eating with 
the bridegroom in one room, and 
the women with the bride in ano- 
ther; it being quite contrary to 
cuftom for the women to eat in 
company with the men on this oc- 
cafion. The wedding-fupperis pro- 
longed to a late hour in the night, 
with cheerf ulnefs and f eftive mirth. 

Rejoicings in Perfia for a wed* 
ding generally continue eight or 
ten days. If, after marriage, a man 
fliould be difcontented with his 
wife (which is fometimes the cafe 
in this as in other countries), he is 
at liberty to divorce her ; a man, 
by the Mahomedan laWs being al- 
I 3 ways 
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ways enabled to put his wife away 
at difcretion : this is performed by 
giving her eyery thing he had pro- 
mifed previous to marriage, and 
by re-demanding the contraft of 
his wife^s relations. The ceremony 
of divorce is called by the Perfians 
Tellaak. If a^ain, after the divorce, 
the huiband fhould be inclined to 
take his wife back, he is at liberty 
fo to do, and this for three times 
fucceffively ; and when it fo hap- 
pens, the contra<5t muft be renewed 
each time : but after the third time 
he is exprefsly forbidden to re- 
marry the fame woman. I have 
heard a dory of the woman's being 
obliged firft to be married, then 
bedded,, and afterwards divorced 
by another man, before her firft 
hufband can re*marry her j but I 

never 
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never could meet with an inftance 
of it in Perfia, or ever knew of any 
cuftom of that kind prevalent in 
the country, although I made fre- 
quent enquiries concerning it. It 
feldom happens that a man, who 
is once divorced from his wife, is 
inclined to take her back again ; 
thofe who do fo being in little efti- 
mation with their neighbours: 
and with refpedt to the number of 
wives a man has, although by the 
Mahomedan law he is certainly al- 
lowed as many as he is able to 
maintain, yet in general, amongft 
the Perfians, that perfon is moll 
' efteemed who attaches himfelf to 
one. 

Contrads of marriage in Perfia, Marriages 

,- . 11- contracted at 

as well as m paany other places m a very early 
I 4 the ^™'' 
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the Eaft, arc often made between 
families at a very early period ; and 
although confummation does not 
take place till many years after, yet 
the woman contradled cannot di- 
vorce herfelf, or be abfolved from 
the contraft, unlefs by the confent 
of her betrothed hufband, except 
on forfeiture of a confiderable fum 
of money. The fanie is alfo bind- 
ing on the part of the man, 

A widow in Perfia is obliged to 
wait four months after the death of 
her hufband before (he is permitted 
by law to marry again ; but the con- 
cubine of a perfon deceafed may go 
to another as foon as fhe pleafes* 

chriftenings. At the chriflening, or rather 
children, in naming of children, in Perfia, the 

following 
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following ceremony is obferved ; • 
The third or fourth day after the 
child is borp, the friends and rela- 
tions of the woman who has lain 
in aflemble at her houfe, attended 
by mufic and dancing girls, hired 
for the occafion ; after playing and 
dancing fome time, a Mullah, or 
prieft, is introduced, who taking 
the child in his arms, demands of 
the mother what name fhe chufes 
the infant Ihould be • called by ; 
being told, he begins praying, and 
after a fhort time applies his mouth 
clofe to the child's ear, and tells 
him diftin<5tly three times (calling 
him by nariie) to remember and be 
obedient to his father and mother, 
to venerate his Koran and his Pro- 
phet, to abftain from thofe things 
which are unlawful, and to prac- 
tice 
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tilfe thofe things which are good 
and virtuous. Having repeated the 
Mahomedan profeffion of faith, he 
then re-delivers the child to his 
mother ; after which the contipany 
are entertained with fweetmeats 
and other refrefliments, a part of 
which the females prefent always 
take care to carry away in their 
pockets, believing it to be the in- 
fallible means of their having off- 
fpring theibfelves. The ceremony 
of the Sunnut, or circumcifioh, in 
Perfia, is generally performed du- 
ring the Chehula, or fpace of forty 
days from the birth of the child ; 
as within that period it is lefs dan- 
gerous than at a more advanced 
age. Some there are, however, who 
do not undergo the operation until 
the expiration of feven or eight 

years ; 
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years ; but it is abfolutely neceflary 
that it fliould take place before the 
age of fourteen, as^ after that time 
it is deemed unlawful : on this Oc- 
cafion the parents of the child in- 
vite their relations and friends to 
an entertainment. The operation 
is performed after the Jewifh ritual, 
and in the manner pradtifed by the 
Muflulmen of India. 

With great men this ceremony 
is uncommonly fplendid. During 
my refidence at Shirauz, I had an 
opportunity of being an eye-witnefi 
to the rejoicings made by the in- 
habitants in honour of the fon of 
Jaafar Khan, who, on the 27th of 
April 1787, had the ceremony per- 
formed upon him* 

On 
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Feftivai of On the 2oth, great preparations 
goons. having previoufly been made, all 
the bazars in Shirauz were fplen- 
didly illuminated, particularly the 
grand bazar, which was adorned 
throughout with luftres of party- 
coloured lamps, fufpended from 
the roof about half way down : the 
ihops of the merchants on each fide 
were drefled out in great finery, 
with filver paper, rich hangings, 
&c. ; the walls on each fide, to a 
confiderable height, covered with 
tapeftry, looking-glaffes, and many 
paintings, done in the Perfian ftyle, 
mbft of them reprefenting the an- 
cient Kings of Perfia and India, in 
the different dreflfes of their refpec- 
tive countries ; as well as defigns 
taken from their moft admired 
poets. Bandsofmufic, and dancing 

women. 
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women, were conftantly perform- 
ing night and day, throughout the 
different bazars, on fcafibldings 
ere<^ed for the purpofe ; and the 
whole was a fcene of feftivity for 
feven days and as many nights* 
Among feveral ingenious things 
obfervable on this occafion, the 
fight prefented at the Juba Khani, 
or the Khan's arfenal, was mod 
worthy of notice. In the centre of 
this building the armourers had 
fufpended in the air a brafs mortar 
of 800 wt. by fome hidden means, 
as nothing appeared to fupport it, 
cither above or below ; the only vi- 
fible thing being a number of co- 
loured bottles flicking to it, as if 
to keep it buoyant in the atmo- 
fphere. I was told, however, that 
it was effe^ed by means of a wire 

pafTed 
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pafled from the roof of the place to 
the mouth of the mortar ; but not 
being vifible to the fpeftators, it 
gave it a very ingenious efFedt. The 
decorations on this occafion cofl the 
Ihop-keepers and tradefmen con- 
fiderable fums, as^ befides the ex- 
pences of the illuminations, they 
were obliged to make a handfome 
peifhcufli, or prefent, to the Khan 
. and his fon, who alfo on this occa- 
fion gave a grand entertainment in 
the citadel, to which the principal 
men in the city were invited ; and 
the whole was concluded by a mag- 
nificent difplay of fireworks. 

The ftneraif The fuucrals of the Perfians are 

of the Per- j rL j • /• -i 

iiani. conducted m a nmilar manner to 

thofe in other Mahomedan coun- 
tries—On the death of a MuflTul- 

man» 
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man, the relations and friends of 
the deceafed being aflembled, make 
loud lamentations over the corpfc; 
after which it is waflied and laid 
out on a bier, and carried to the 
place of interment without the city 
walls, attended by a Mullah, or 
prieft, who chaunts pailages from 
the Koran all the way to the grave. 
If any Muflulman fliould chance' 
to meet the corpfe during the pro- 
ceffion, he is obliged, by the pre- 
cepts of his religion, to run up to 
the bier, and offer his affiftance in 
carrying it to the grave, crying out 
at the fame time, Lahllidh IllLtllah! 
There is no God but God. After inter- 
ment, the relations of the deceafed 
return home, and the women of 
the family make a mixture of 
wheat, honey, and fpices, which 
6 they 
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they eat in memory of the deceafedy 
fending a part of it to their friends 
and acquaintance, that they alfo 
may pay him a like honour. — ^This 
cuftom feems to be derived from 
very great antiquity, as we read in 
Homer of facrifices and libations 
being frequently made to the me- 
mory of departed fouls. 

Price of The Perfians are very flridl in re- 

fpe(5l to the price of blood, or Lex 
TaliomSf this being laid down and 
aiithorifed as a pofitive command 
in the Koran ; it is called Deiut. At 
Shirauz, if a man murders another 
perfon, he is obliged to pay a Deiut, 
either" in money or goods, to the 
value of eight hundred piaftres, 
which is to be received by the re- 
lations of the deceafed ; but if this 

is 
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16 not agreed to, and the relations 
infift upon it (the acceptance being 
entirely optional), the murderer is 
to be delivered up to the neareft of 
kindred to the perfon flain, and is 
by them put to death : but fliould 
it fo happen that the murderer 
efcapes, the two families are at 
perpetual variance, until full fatif- 
fadtion be made, either by paying 
the price of blood, as related, or 
apprehending the murderer and 
furrendering him, a circumftance 
often attended with very bloody 
confequences. There is yet, how- 
ever, another mode of compromife, 
and to which, in one inftance, I 
was an eye-witnefs ; which is, the 
relations of the murderer giving in 
marriage a daughter, or niece, to 
the fon of the deceafcd, as the 
K ' price 
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price of blood; and when this is 
the cafe, the two families becoming 
one, the reconciliation is always 
complete. 



Themanage. The police in Shirauz, as well as 

mcnt of the •^ /• • 

police at Shi- all over Perna, is very good. As 



rauz. 



before obferved, at fun-fet the 
gates of the city are Ihut ; no per- 
fon whatever is permitted either to 
come in or go out during the night; 
the keys of the different gates 
being always fent to the Hakim or 
Governor, and remaining with him 
until morning. During the night, 
three Tiblas, or drums, are beaten 
at three different times; the firft at 
eight o'clock, the fecond at nine, 
and the third at half paft ten. After 
the third Tibia has founded, all per- 
fons whatfoever found in the ftreets 

by 
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by the Daroga, or judg? of the po- 
lice, or by any of his people, are 
inftantly taken up, and conveyed 
to a plaice of confinement, where 
they are detained until next morn- 
ing, when they are carried before 
the Hakim; and if they cannot give 
a very good account of ihemfelves, 
are punifhed, either by the baili- 
nado, or a fine. 

Civil matters are all determined 
by the Cazi, and ecclefiaftical ones 
(particularly divorces) by the 
Sheick al Sellaum, or Head of the shcickaiSei^ 
Faith ; an oflSce anfwering to that h"^' of the 
of 'Mufti in Turkey. Juftice is ^*" ' 
carried on in Perfia in a very fum*. 
mary manner ; the fentence, what- 
ever it may be, being always put 
into execution on the fpot. Theft 
K 2 is 



I 
1 
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is generally puniflied with the lofs 
of nofe and eafs; robbing on the 
road, by ripping up the belly of 
the criminal, in which fituation he 
is expofed upon a gibbet in one of 
the moft public parts of the city, 
and there left until he expires in tor- 
ment i a dreadful punifhment, but 
in the end extremely falutary, as 
the fight deters others from com- 
mitting the fame crime, and renders 
robberies in Perfia very uncommon. 
The punifliments in this country 
are fo varied and cruel, that hu- 
manity fliudders at the thought; 
and the happy Englifliman, viewing 
them, blefles himfelf that he is 
born in the arms of freedom and 
liberty, where property is not only 
facred, but juftice adminiftered with 
mercy ! 

The 
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The Perfians obferve the faft The faH of 

Ramazan. 

during the month of Ramazan (the 
9th month of the Mahomedan 
year) with great, ftridlnefs and 
feverity. About an hout before 
day-light, they eat a meal which is 
called Sehre, and from that time 
until the next evening at fun-fet, 
they neither eat nor drink of any 
thing whatever. It is even fo very 
rigid, that if in the courfe of the 
day the fmoke of a Calean, or the 
fmalleft drop of water, reaches * 
their lips, the faft is in confequence 
deemed broken, and of no avail. 
From fun-fet until the next morning 
they are allowed to refrefli them- 
felves. This faft, when the month 
Ramazan falls in the middle of 
fummer, as it fometimes muft do 
(the Mahomedan year being lunar), 
K 3 is 
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is extremely fevere, . efpecially to 
thofe who are obliged by their oc- 
cupations to go about during the 
day-time, and is rendered ftill morie 
fo, as there are alfo feveral nights 
during its exiftence which they are 
enjoined to fpend in prayer. The 
Perfians particularly obferve two; 
the one being that in which their 
prophet All died, from a wound 
which he received from the hands 
of an aflaflin three days before; 
which night is the 21ft of Rama- 
zan, the day of which is called by 
the natives Ye6m al Kutul, or the 
day of murder; — the other is the 
night of the 23d, in which they 
affirm that the Koran was brought 
down from Heaven by the hands 
of the Angel Gabriel, and delivered 
to their prophet Mahomed ; where- 
fore 
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fore it is denominated Lailut ul 
Kudur, or the night of power. The 
firft of thefe nights the Turks and 
others of the fe(5l of the Sunnies 
do not obferve, and the latter they 
keep on the night of the 27th; 
but both nights are fpent by the 
Perfians entirely in prayer; befides 
which, the moll religious men ge- 
nerally allot a part of each day in 
the month for the purpofe of read- 
ing the Koran. — From this faft, 
women under particular circum- 
ftances relative to their fex, very old 
perfons, the fick, and children un- 
der the age of fourteen, are ex- 
empted: every other perfon is en- 
joined to keep it, as abfolutely 
neceflary to falvation. Travellers 
alfo, during this month (when on 
acftual journey), are exempted from 
K 4 obferving 
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obferving the faft ; but in lieu 
thereof are obliged, on their return 
home, to fall an equal number of 
days in another month: though 
the Perfians fay, that one day's faft 
in the month of Ra^mazan is more 
acceptable to God than all the re- 
mainder of the year put together. 
This month, by way of eminence, 
is ftyled by the Mahomedans Al 
Mubarik, or the blefled : and they 
affirm that whatever MufTulmans 
die during it, will moft afluredly 
enter into Paradife; as they be- 
lieve the gates of Heaven are then 
open by the command of God. 
People of a religious turn of mind 
begin this faft feven or eight days 
before Ramaza,n, and fome con- 
tinue it as many more during the 
fucceeding month, 

The 
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The Ide of Ramazan, or ift of Showaai, 
Shuwaiil, is not obferved here as 
in Turkey, with any particular 
folemnity. 

The 2sd of September, which tHis 
year happened on the loih of the 
Mahomedan month Zu al Huj, A.H. 
1 20 1, is kept in Perfia as a grand 
feftival, and was celebrated at Shi- 
rauz with extraordinary rejoicings j 
it is called by the Perfians Ide Kor- ThcfcHivai 
binj or the feftival of facrifice; being Korbin. 
the fame, they fay, as that in which 
Abraham offered up his fon Ifaac, 
whom they call Ifmael. A few 
days previous to its commence- 
ment, each family takes care to 
purchafe a fine fat fheep, which 
they defign for the facrifice, diftin- 
guiflied by the name of Gofefund 

Korban, 
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Korban, or the fheep of facrifice; 
this flieep they take great care of, 
and he muft be without fpot or 
blemijQi, in order to reprefent the 
purity of Ifaac. The day being 
come, they adorn the viftim with 
ribands, beads, and other finery; 
aifo ftaining his face, feet, and dif^ 
ferent parts of his body with the 
herb Hinna. The neighbours re- 
ciprocally vifit each other, and ex- 
change thie wifli of a happy Ide or 
feftival. Their mode of falutation 
is Ide Sbumd Mubarik bajhed! May 
your feftival be fortunate I The vi(5tim 
being ilain, they fend the different ^ 
parts of him as prefents to their 
friends and to the poor. Some, in- 
; deed, do not referve any part for 
themfelves; but every MulTulman 
, is enjoined by his religion to giv^ 

a part 
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a part of what he kills that day to 
the indigent, who generally find 
means • to make a comfortable 
meal. The day is fpent in the ut* 
moft feftivity. Among thofe of 
higher rank, the following cere- 
monies are obferved : The Khan, 
or in his abfence the Beglerbeg, 
goes in proceffion to the place of 
. facrifice, which is without the city, 
and is called the Korban Gih. A 
favourite camel, chofen for the oc- 
cafion, is led forth, which is drefled 
out in great finery, and is con- 
fidered as facred. On their arrival 
at the place, the Khan firft ftrikes 
a lance into the bread of the ani- 
mal, and the crowd are permitted 
to rufh in, by which he is prefently 
cut into a thoufand pieces; and 
happy in their eftimation is the 

perfon 
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perfon who can procure the leaft 
portion of him, as they look upon 
it a great blefling, and an infallible 
omen of future good fortune. The 
proQeffion returns to the city, where 
a fcafFolding is eredted before the 
palace, and the people are enter- 
tained with rope-dancing, fingers 
(male and female), tumblers, ram- 
fighting, and other diverfions, until 
evening. The Perfians, on this 
occafion, have all of them by heart 
an ode made for the day, which 
they repeat as they walk the 
ftreets; and cheerfulnefs, with con- 
tentment, fits on every countenance. 
As I lived in a native family, I 
thought it proper on this occafion 
to make a prefent to it of a Iheep 
for the facrifice, by which I af- 
forded great fatisfadlion; and we 

fpent 
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fpent the day in high mirth. In- 
deed I attributed my own com- 
fortable fituation, during my re- 
fidence in Perfia, principally to my 
ready and general compliance with 
all their manners and cuftoms; a 
pradlice I would advife every tra- 
veller, who wiflies to live agreeably 
in a ftrange country, to obferve; 
experiencing myfelf the benefit of 
it in fo ample a manner* 

The 30th of September, being 
the 17th of Zu al Huj, is alfo ob- 
ferved here as a feftival, and is 
called Ide Kudeer, or the Feftival idcKudear. 
of Fate, being, according to the 
Perfians, the day in which their 
prophet Mahomet bequeathed the 
Caliphat to Ali his fon-in-law, nine 
days before he died; but this is 

denied 



I4X OBSERVATIONS MADE ON A 

denied by the Turks and othcrd 
of the fe(ft of the Sunnies, and has 
been the caufe of much animofity 
and bloodfhed. 

No place in the world produces 
the neceffaries of life in greater 
abundance and perfection than Shi- 
rauz; nor is there a more delight- 
ful fpot in nature to be conceived, 
than the vale in which it is fituated, 
either for the falubrity of the air, 
or for the profufion of every thing 
neceflary to render life comfortable 
The fruits of and agreeable- The fields yield 
plenty of rice, wheat, and barley, 
which they generally begin to reap 
in the month of May, and by the 
middle of July the harvefl is com- 
pleted. Moft of the European fruits 
are produced here, and many of 

them 
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them are fuperior in fize and fla- 
vour to what can be raifed in Eu- 
rope, particularly the apricot and 
grape. Of the grape of Shirauz 
there are feveral forts, all of them 
very good, but two or three more 
particularly fo than the reft ; one is 
the large white grape, called Reefh 
Baba, without feed, which is ex- 
tremely lufcious and agreeable td 
the taftej the fraall white grape, 
called Afkeri, alfo without feed, 
and as fweet as fugarj the black 
grape, of which the celebrated 
wine of Shirauz is made. This 
wine is prefled by the Armenians 
and Jews, in the months of Odlober 
and November, and a vaft deal is 
exported annually to Abu Shehr, 
and other parts in the Perfian 
Gulph, for the fupply of the India 
6 market. 
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market. The wine of Shirauz is 
really delicious, and well-deferving 
of praife ; fo much fo, that people 
who have drank it for a fpace of 
time feldom care for any other, 
though at the firfl tafte it is rather 
unpleafant to an European. They 
have another kind of large red 
grape, called Sahibi, the bunches 
of which weigh feven or eight 
pounds each : it is fharp and rough 
to the tafte, and makes vinegar of 
a very fuperior quality. The cher- 
ries here are but indifferent; but 
apples, pears, melons, peaches, 
quinces, neftarines, and the gage 
plums, are all very good, and in 
the greateft plenty. The pomegra- 
nate is good to a proverb; the 
Perfians call it the fruit of Para- 
dife- 

•The 
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The breed of horfes in the pro- Breed of 
vince of Fars is at prefent very in- 
different, owing to the ruinous date 
of the country ; but in the province 
of Dufhtiftaan, lying to the fouth- 
weft, it is remarkably good. The 
flieep are of a fuperior flavour, 
owing to the excellence of the paf- 
turage ia the neighbourhood of 
Shirauz, and are alfo celebrated for 
the finenefs of their fleece: they 
have tails of an extraordinary fize, 
fome of which I have feen weigh 
upwards of thirty pounds ; but 
thofe which are fold in the markets 
do not weigh above fix or feven. 
Their oxen are large and ftrong, 
but their flefli is feldom eaten by 
the natives, who confine themfelves 
chiefly to that of fheep and fowls. 
Provifions of all kinds are very 
L cheap; 
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cheap ; and the neighbouring 
mountains affording an ample fup*^ 
ply of fnow throughout the year^ 
the meaneft artificer of Shirauz may 
have his water and fruits cooled 
without any expence worthy his 
eonfideration : this fnow being ga- 
thered on the tops of the moun- 
tains, and brought in carts to the 
city, is fold in the markets. The 
price of provifions is regulated at 
Shirauz with the greateft exadtnefsy 
by the Daroga, or judge of the po- 
Kce, who fets a fixed price upon 
every article, and no fhop-keeper 
' dares to demand more, under the 
fevere penalty of lofing his nofe and 
cars; fuch being the punifliment 
attached to a crime of this nature % 
by which means the pooreft inha- 
bitants are efifedlually fecured from 

impo-^ 
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impofition, in fo capital an article 
as the neceiTaries of life. 

Manufa«5lures and trade are at Maniifac 

tares and 

prefent greatly decayed in Perfia, trade. 
the people having had np interval 
of peace to recover themfelves fince 
the death of Kerim Khan to the 
prefent period: but if a regular 
and permanent government were 
once again to be eftabliflied, there 
is little doubt but they would flou- 
rifli, as the Perfians are very inge- 
nious> of quick capacities/ and even 
the lower clafs of artificers are in- 
duflrious and diligent. They work 
in filligree and ivory remarkably 
well, and are good turners. They 
have at Shirauz a glafs manufac* 
tory, where they caft very good 
glafs^ of which great quantities are 
L 2 exported 
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exported to different parts of Per* 
fia; by which the manufacturers 
acquire coniiderable profit. Mod 
of the woollen goods, filks and 
worked linens, are brought from 
Yczd and Carmania, from both of 
which places they alfo export felts 
and carpets. A great quantity of 
copper is produced from Tauris» 
and other of the more northern 
parts of Perfia. K6m is remarkable 
for excellent fword-blades ; but at 
prefent all trade with Europeans is 
flopped ; and the ftate Of the coun- 
try does not promife a fpeedy re- 
turn of ir. India goods are im- 
ported chiefly from Abu Shehr. Iq 
matters of trade amongft the na- 
tives, the whole is under the regu- 
lation of the Calobnter, or town- 
clerk, who regulates the duties to 

be 
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be paid to the Khan on all imports : 
this is fometimes executed with a 
feverity which leaves the merchant 
little or no profit upon his goods. 
This officer has an apartment in the 
grand Caravanferai, where him- 
felf or his affiftant refides, who 
is called the Goom Rook, or Cuf- 
tom-mafter, and is always prefent 
on the arrival of a caravan. All 
goods are opened here, even to the 
meaneft article, and a duty is ex- 
a^ed upon every thing foreign. 
This office affords a field for great 
knavery, which I doubt not is often 
praftifed, as I have frequently 
heard the merchants complain of 
the oppreffive difpbfition of the pre- 
fent fuperintendant with much acri- 
mony: this proceeding cannot how- 
ever be prefumed to have the fane- 
L 3 tion 
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tion of the Khan, as it is mod pro- 
bable he is often defrauded with-i 
out its coming to his knowledge; 
for a perfon detefted in the pradtice 
of thefe tricks would tinqueftion- 
ably fufier death. 

The climate The climatc of Shirauz is one of 
ofshirauz. ^^^ ^^^ agreeable in the world, 

the extremes of heat and cold being 
feldom felt. During the fpring of 
the year the face of the country 
appears uncommonly beautiful. 
The flowers, of which they have a 
great variety, and of the brighteft 
hues, the fragrant herbs, fhrubs, 
and plants, the rofe, the fweet ba- 
fil, and the myrtle, all here contri- 
bute to refrefli and perfume the 
natural mildnefs of the air. The 
nightingale of the garden (called 

by 
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by the Perfians Boolbul Hezar Daf^ 
taan)y the goldfinch, and the linnet, 
by their melodious warblings, at 
this delightful feafon of the year» 
fcrve to add to the fatisfaftion of 
the mind, and to infpire it with the 
moft pleafing ideas. The beauties 
of nature are here depidted in their 
f uUeft extent ; the natural hiftorian 
and the botanift would here meet 
with ample fcope for purfuing their 
favourite invcftigations. With fuch 
advantages, added to the falubrity 
of the air, how can it be wondered 
at, that the inhabitants of Shirauz 
fhould fo confidently alTert the pre- 
eminence of their own city to any 
other in the world?— or that fuch 
beauties fhould fail of calling forth 
the poetical exertions of a Hafiz, a 
Sadi, or a Jaml? Their mornings 
L 4 and 
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and evenings are cool, but the 
middle of the day is very pleafant. 
In fummer the thermometer fel- 
dom rifes above feventy- three in 
the day time, and at night it gene* 
rally finks as low a3 fixty-two. The 
autumn is the worft feafon of the 
year, that being the time when the 
rains begin to fall, and during the 
autumnal months it is confidered 
by natives as the moft unhealthy ; 
colds, fluxes, and fevers being very 
general. In winter, a vaft deal of 
fnow falls, and very thick, but ice 
is rarely to be found, except on 
the fummits of the mountains, or 
towards Ifpahan, and the more 
northern parts of Perfia. One thing, 
which is moft to be efteemed in this 
country, and renders it preferable to 
any other part of the world, is 

their 
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their nights, which'are always clear 
and bright, and the dew chat in 
mod places is of fo pernicious and 
dangerous a nature, is not of the 
leaft ill confequence here : there is 
none at all in fummer, and in the 
other feafons it is of fuch a nature, 
that if the brighteft fcimitar fliould 
be expofed to it all the night, it 
would not receive the leaft ruft ; a 
circumftance I have myfelf expe^ 
rienced. This drynefs in the air 
caufes their buildings to laft a great 
while, and is undoubtedly one of 
•the principal reafons that the cele- 
brated ruins of Perfepolis have en- 
dured for fo many ages, and com- 
paratively fpeaking, in fo perfe(5l: a 
ftate; that place being fituated in 
much fuch another valley as Shi- 
rauz, and but two days journey 

from 
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from thence. The nights in Perfia, 
and more particularly in the fouth- 
ern parts of it, are moft excellently 
adapted for the fcience of aftrono- 
my, being of extraordinary brightr 
nefs, and far preferable in that 
point to what I have obferved in 
any country in which it has been 
my fortune to refide. 

siigbt ac In attempting to fay any thing 
Sa/r of of the charafter of the Perfians, I 
fa&^r am fenfibie of the difficulty of the 
undertaking, from my bding fo 
ftkort'a time amongft them. An 
acquaintance with the real charac- 
ter of a people is only capable of 
being attained by a very long re- 
fidence ; yet as, during my ftay in 
Perfia, from the fituation I was 
placed in, by living in a native fa- 
mily. 
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mily, I had an opportunity of fee- 
ing more of the nature and difpo- 
fition of the middling fort of people, 
and their manners and cuftoms, 
than perhaps has fallen to the lot of 
moft travellers, I am induced to 
give the few obfervations I made 
during that period. The Perfians, 
with refpeft to outward behaviour, 
are certainly the Parifians of the 
Eaft. Whilfl a rude and infolent de- 
meanour peculiarly marks the cha-^ 
rafter of the Turkifli nation to- 
wards foreigners and Chriftians, 
the behaviour of the Perfians would, 
on the contrary, do honour to the 
moft civilized nations: they ar^ 
kind, courteous, civil and obliging 
to all ftrangers, without being 
guided by thofe religious preju- 
dices fo very prevalent in every 

other 
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Other Mahomedan nation ; they are 
fond of enquiring after the man- 
ners and cuftoms of Europe ; and, 
in return, very readily afford any 
information in refpeft to their own 
country. The praftice of hofpi* 
tality is with them fo grand a point, 
that a man thinks himfelf highly 
honoured if you will enter his 
boufe and partake of what the fa- 
mily affords ; whereas going out 
• of a houfe, without fmoking a 
Calean, or taking any other re- 
frefliment, is deemed, in Perfia, a 
high affront; they fay that every 
meal a ftranger partakes with them 
brings a bleffing upon the houfe : 
to account for this, we muft under- 
ftand it as a pledge of faith and 
proteftion, when we confider that 
the continual wars in which this 

country 
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country has been involved, with 
very Uttle ce£fation, fince the ex- 
tindtion of the Sefi family, have 
greatly tended to an univerfal de- 
pravity of difpofition, and a perpe- 
tual inclination to afts of hoftility. 
This has lefTened that foftnefs and 
urbanity of manners for which this 
nation has be^n at all former times 
fo famous ; and has at the fame 
time too much extinguiflied all 
fentiments of honour and humani- 
ty amongft thofe of higher rank. 

The Perfians, in their converfa- Their hyper. 

bolical mode 

tion, ufe fuch extravagant and hy- of addrefs. 
perbolical compliments on the moft 
trifling occafions, that it would at 
firfl infpire a ftranger with an idea^ 
that every inhabitant of the place 
was willing to lay down his life, 

Ihed 
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fljed his blood, or fpencj his money 
in his fervicej and this mode of 
addrefs (which in fadt means no- 
thing) is obferved not only by thofe 
of a higher rank, but even amongft 
the meaneft artificers, the loweft of 
vrhich will make no fcruple, on 
your arrival, of offering you the 
city of Shirauz and all its appurte- 
nances, as a peiflikufli or prefent. 
This behavious appears at firft very 
remarkable to Europeans, but after 
a fhort time becomes equally fami- 
liar. Freedom of converfation is a 
thing totally unknown in Perfia, as 
that walls have ears is proverbially in 
the mouth of every one. — The fear 
of chains which bind their bodie? 
has alfo enflaved their minds ; and 
their converfation to men of fupe* 
rior rank to themfelves is marked 

with 
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with figns of the moft abjeA and 
flavifli fubmiffionj while, on the 
contrary, they are as haughty and 
overbearing to their inferiors. The 
exceffive fear and awe they ftand 
in before the great, is exemplified 
in a circumftanee I fhall mention^ 
which happened when I accompa*^ 
nied Mr. Jones, of the Buflbra 
Fadlory, to the Perfian camp, in an 
^ audience we were admitted to with 
Jaafar Khan. The Khan had or- 
dered Mr. Jones to be fliewn his 
horfes ; who having feen them, was 
afked which he liked the beft. Mr. 
Jones told him (through me) that 
he approved very much of the ftud 
in general, but that two horfes 
(naming them) were entitled to 
more particular attention. This the 
man who accompanied us, and 

who 



«59 



l6o OBSERVATIONS MADE OI^ A 

who was in the capacity of a gentle- 
man uflier, interpreted to the Khan 
inftancc of in the following terms : " He fays 

fervility. 

** that all the horfes are the fineft 
" that ever were feen; but as to 
- " the two marked out, their equal 
" is not to be found in any part of 
" the world." And at this anfwer 
the Khan himfelf feemed pleafed; 
no doubt from having been ufed to 
no other language from his in-, 
fancy. 

The Perfians, in their converfa- 
tion, aim much at elegance, and 
are perpetually repeating verfes 
and paflages from the works of 
their moft favourite poets, Hafiz^ 
Sadi, and Jami ; a pradlice univer- 
fally prevalent, from the higheft 
to the loweft j becaufe thofe who 

have 
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have not the advantages of reading^ 
and writing, or the other benefits 
arifing from £ducation, by; the 
help of their memories, which are 
Tery retentive, and what they learn 
by heart, are always ready to bear 
their part in converfation. They 
alfo delight much in jokes and 
quaint expreffions, and are fond of 
playing upon each other j which 
they fometimes do with great ele- 
gance and irony. There is one 
thing much to be admired in their 
converfations, which }S the ftri(5t 
attention they always pay to the 
perfon fpeaking, whom they never 
interrupt on any account. They 
are in general a perfonable, and in 
many refpe(5ts a handfome, people: 
their complexions, faving thofe 
who are expofed to the inclemencies 
M of 
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of the weather, are as fair as Eu- 
ropeans. 

The women The women at Shiraiiz have at 
all times been celebrated over thofe 
of other parts of Perfia for their 
beauty, and not without reafon. 
Of thofe whom I had the fortune 
to fee during my refidence, and 
who were moftly relations and 
friends of the family I lived in, 
many were tall and well fhaped ; 
but their bright and fparkling eyes 
was a very flriking beauty: this, 
however, is in a great meafure 
owing to art, as they rub their 
eye-brows and eye-lids with the 
black powder of antimony (called 
f^rma), which adds an inconi- 
parable brilliancy to their natural 
luftre. The large black eye is 

in 
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in moft eftimation among the 
Perfians, and this is the mofl: 
common at Shirauz. As the wo- 
men in Mahomedan countries are, 
down to the meaneft, covered with 
a veil from head to foot, a fight 
is never to be obtained of them 
in the flreet; but from my fitua- 
tion, I have feen many of them 
within doors, as when any came 
to vifit the family where I lived, 
which many did, diredted by their 
curiofity to fee an European, un- 
derftanding I belonged to the houfe, 
they made no fcruple of pulling 
off their veils, and converfing with 
great inquifitivenefs and fami- 
liarity, which feemed much grati- 
fied by my ready compliance with 
their requefts, in informing them 
of European cuftoms and manners, 
M 2 and 
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and never failed to procure me 
thanks, with the additional cha- 
rafter of a good natured Feringy 
(the appellation by which all Eu- 
ropeans are diftinguifhed). The 
women in Perfia, as in all Maho- 
medan nations, after marriage, are 
very little better than Haves to their 
hufbands. Thofe mild and fami- 
liar endearments which grace the 
focial board of an European, and 
which at the fame time they aflPord 
a mutual fatisfa(n:ion to either fex, 
tend alfo to refine and poliih man- 
ners, are totally unknown in Ma- 
homedan countries. The hufband, 
of a fufpicious temper, and chained 
down by an obftinate and perfe- 
vering etiquette, thinks himfelf 
affronted even by the inquiry of a 
friend after the health of his wife. 

' CaUing 
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Calling her by name, is never al- 
lowed of; the mode of addrefs 
muft be, " May the mother of fuch 
** a fon, or fuch a daughter, be 
" happy; I hope fhe is in health." 
And none, except thofe of the 
neareft kin, as a brother, or uncle, 
are ever allowed to fee the females 
of the family unveiled: it would 
be deemed as an infult. — Thrice 
happy ye, my fair and amiable 
countrywomen, who, born and edu- 
cated in a land of' freedom, can, 
without violating the laws of pro- 
priety, both give and receive the 
benefit of focial intercourfe, unim- 
preffed by the baneful effecfls of 
jealoufy! Rejoice that thefe blefP- 
ings are aflforded you ! — which have 
inculcated the fentiments of libe- 
rality and politenefs, and which 
M 3 ftiU 
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flill contribute to enhance the value 
of fociety, and to fecure you a per- 
manent and unalloyed felicity!— 
The Perfian ladies, however, dur- 
ing the days of courtfliip, have in 
their turnfpre-eminence ; a miftrefs 
making no fcruple of commanding 
her lover to fland all day long at 
the door of her father^s houfe, re- 
peating verfes in praife of her 
beauty and accompliflimentsj and 
this is the general way of making 
love at Shirauz ; a lover rarely 
being admitted to a fight of his 
miftrefs, before the marriage con- 
trad is figned. 

Curious fpe. Thc Pcrfians, in their difpofitions. 

cies of con- * • 

tention. are much inclined to fudden anger; 
quick, fiery, and very fenfible of 
afi^ronts, which they immediately 

refent 
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refent on the fpot. They are a 
brave and courageous people ; but I 
have before faid, that their frequent 
wars have much depraved their 
ancient urbanity of manners; and 
this ferocity of difpofition has alfo 
introduced a ftrife, peculiar to the 
lower clafs of inhabitants of Shi* 
rauz. When two people begin 
fighting, it always raifes a great 
crowd, who generally feparately 
take the part of one or the other in 
the conteft, and the whole pre- 
fently becomes a fcene of tumult 
and confufion, until the arrival of 
the Daroga, or judge of the police, 
who puts an end to the fray. Thefe 
riots are very frequent, and even 
the boys are fond of running to 
them, in order to have a fhare in the 
contention. In their capacities they 
M 4 are 
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are ready, prompt, and ingenious: 
but thefe talents they too often 
employ in the moft difcreditablc 
way, being the greateft liars in the 
world, pradtifing the moft impro* 
bable falfities with the graveft air 
imaginable; and fo far from being 
abaflied by a deteftion, they al* 
ways endeavour to turn it off with 
a laugh, and even confefs them- 
felves, that they think there is no 
harm in telling a lye, provided it 
can be of any benefit to themfelves : 
and they will always, in every 
bufinefs they are engaged in, en- 
deavour firft to bring it about by 
'lying and knavery; which, if un- 
faccefsful (as thofe with whom 
they deal are full as expert as 
themfelves), they will then con- 
clude the bargain with truth an4 

honefty} 
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honefty; but either way is equally 
indifferent to them. 

The Perfians univerfally have a Thcfupcrfti- 

tion of th9 

fixed belief in the efficacy of Fcrfiw. 
charms^ omens^ talifmans, and 
other , fuperftitions. Befides what 
they have received fince their con- 
verfion to Mahomedanifm, they 
have in general retained all that 
their anceftors before praftifed. 
Indeed, the only difference is, that 
what was before authorifed and 
commanded by the Magian reli* 
gion, has been fubfequently al- 
lowed by the religion of Mahomed. 
They are, of all people, the moft 
addifted to the idea of fortunate or 
aufpicious days and hours, the diei 
fajii atque nefajli of the Romans; and 
even on the minutefl and mod 

trifling 
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trifling occafions will feek for a 
lucky moment. Going a journey 
can never be performed without 
firft confulting a book of Omens, 
each chapter of which begins with 
a particular letter of the alphabet^ 
which is deemed fortunate or in- 
aufpicious; and fhould they un^ 
luckily pitch upon one of the latter, 
the journey muft of courfe be de- 
layed until a more favourablc.op- 
portunity. Entering a new hoiife, 
the putting on of a new garment, 
with numberlefs other common 
and trifling occurrences, are de- 
termined by motions equally ab- 
furd and frivolous. In their mar- 
riages they pay the flridefl: atten- 
tion to this point; a lucky hour for 
figning the contradl, and another 
for the wedding-day, being efteem- 

ed 
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ed abfolutely neceflary to the 
future happinefs of the intended 
couple. Thofe alfo who are in 
good circumftances, generally fend 
for a Muunjim, or aftrologer, at 
the birth of a child, in order to 
calculate his horofcope with the 
utmoft exadnefs. 

. To a man they have their Talif- p^ir uiif- 
mans, which are generally fome 
fentence from the Koran, or fay- 
ing of their prophet Ali, written 
either upon paper, or engraved 
upon a fmall plate of filver, which 
they bind round their arms, and 
other parts of the body ; but thofe 
of higher rank make ufe of rubies, 
emeralds, and other precious ftones. 
The women of condition have fmall 
filver plates of a circular form, 

upon 



I7« 



OBSERVATIONS MADE ON A: 

upon which are engraved fentences 
from the Koran ; which, as well as 
theTalifmans, they bind about their 
arms with pieces of red and green 
filk, and look upon them as never- 
failing charms againft the fafci- 
nations of the Devil, or wicked 
fpirits (whom they call Deebs), 
and who they fay are conftantly 
roaming about the world, to do all 
the mifchief in their power. They 
are equally abfurd in their ideas 
of the heavenly bodies, at leaft the 
middling and lower clafs of people> 
particularly in refpeft to the falling 
of the flars, eclipfes of the fun and 
moon, and the appearances of 
meteors and comets- As for their 
religious fyftem, they believe there 
are nine heavens, the loweft of 
which is that immediately above 

their 
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their heads: they imagine, there- 
fore, that on the falling of a ftar, 
it is occafioned by the angels in the 
lower heaven giving blows on the 
heads of the devils, for attempting 
to penetrate into thofe regions. Mn 
Hanway has taken notice of this 
circumftance in his travels ; and it 
is che .firm belief of the Perfians in 
general, and even amongft fome of 
thofe who, from their education 
and fenfe, ought to be better in-» 
formed. 

Among other cuftoms of a fupei^ Curioas 
ftitious nature, they believe that charmingthe 
fcorpions, of which there are great *^^'^'^"' 
numbers in this country, and very 
venomous, may be deprived of the 
power of flinging, by means of a 
certain prayer which they make 

ufe 
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ufe of. The perfon who has the 
power of binding, as it is called, 
turns his face towards the figa 
Scorpio, in the heavens, which 
they all know, and repeats this 
prayer. Every perfon prefent, at 
the conclufion of a fentence, claps 
his hands ; after this is done, they 
think that they are perfedlly fafe : 
nor, if they fhould chance to fee 
any fcorpions during that night, 
do they fcruple taking hold of 
them, trufting to the efficacy of 
this fancied all-powerful charm, 
I have frequently feen the man in 
whofe family I lived, repeat the 
above prayer, on being defired by 
his children to bind the fcorpions ; 
after which the whole family has 
gone quietly and contentedly to 
bed, fully perfuaded they could re- 
ceive 



I 
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ceive no hurt by them. During 
the fummer feafon, fcorpions ap- 
pear in great numbers; they are 
quite black in appearance, and 
very large, and the fting of them 
is dangerous, but not mortal : thofe, 
however, which are found in the 
more northern parts of Perfia, and 
particularly in the province of 
Caflian, are of fo dangerous a na- 
ture, as often to caufe immediate 
death. 

The Perfians are, of all Maho- Not fcrapa- 

lousofdrink* 

medan nations, the leaft fcrupulous ing wine, 
of drinking wine, as many of them 
do it publicly, and almoft all of 
them in private (excepting thofe 
who have performed the pilgrimage 
to Mecca, and men of religion): 
they alfo are very liable to be quat- 

relfome 
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relfome when inebriated, which 
is often attended with fatal confe-^ 
quences. They ,eat opium, but 
in much lefs quantities than the 
Turks ; and indeed in every thing 
they fay or do, eat or drink, they 
make a point to be as different 
from this nation as poffible, whom 
they deteft to a man, beyond mea- 
fure; efteeming Jews and Chriftians 
fuperior to them, and much nearer 
to falvation. They publicly curfe 
and abufe the three firfl Caliphs 
after Mahomed, Jiu Beier, Omar^ 
and Ofman^ whom they fay were 
ufurpers and tyrants, and unjuftly 
deprived their prophet Ali of hia 
right of the Caliphat. It is impof- 
fible to conceive the great venera- 
tion they exprefs for Ali, both 
ia their books and in their con-? 

verfation: 
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verfation: they efteeili him to be 
the moft excellent and learned man 
that ever lived, and not inferior in 
good qualities to Mahomed him- 
felf, excepting in his exprefs dig- 
nity, as a heavenly miffionary. 
They fay that Ali was the only man 
the world ever produced, who could 
converfe in all languages ; and that 
fince him no one has appeared upon 
earth with an equal knowledge. 

As one inflance to what excefs Exccffivere- 

fpc£l for Ali. 

the common people carry their ve- 
neration, I ihall mention a fpeech 
made ufe of by the Cheharwadar, 
or Matter of the Cafila, with whom 
I travelled to Shirauz: — ^^Onc of his 
ainftants making ufe of the com- 
mon expreflion, O God! Ali! he 
immediately replied, No, no^ Alijirji, 
N God 
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God fecond! — The title of Ameer at 
Moumineen, or Commander of the 
Faithful, when made ufe of by the 
Perfians, is always applied to All ; 
for they will not allow there hav- 
ing been rightfully any other* It 
is a common term of abufe amongft 
the lower clafs of people, when 
in a paffion, to call their opponents 
the fon of a Sunni, or follower of 
Omar, implying that they could 
not wiih him a more reproachful 
condition. The Perfians reckon the 
right of fucceflion to the Caliphat 
to confift of twelve Imaums, or 
Heads of the Faith, whom they de- 
duce from the family of their Pro- 
phet; that is, from his daughter 
Fatima, whom be gave in marriage 
to Ali, and from thence to his two 
fons by that marriage, HuiTun and 

Huflein, 
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Hufiein» • and their children, de- 
fcendants. They moreover allege, 
that the Prophet, in his life-time, 
did publicly declare that Ali and 
his family Ihould fucceed to the 
Caliphat, both in fpiritual and tem- 
poral matters. This, however, the 
Turks deny, affirming that the right 
of fuccefiion was from the free 
cledlion of the people, and that by 
that right the three firft Caliphs 
took poflejSion of the throne. 

The twelve Imaums, in which The twelve 

Imaums. 

the Perfians elteemed the true right 
of the Caliphat to confift^ are as 
follow : I ft, Ali, who ought to have 
come immediately after Mahomed, 
but fucceeded the fourth from him, 
as above mentioned. — ad, Huffim, 
the elded fon of Ali, put to death 
N 2 by 
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by the Caliph Moaweia; or, as 
others fay, poifoned by Ayeflia, the 
widow of Mahomet, for oppofing 
her intrigues. — 3d, Huflein, the fe- 
Cond fon of Ali, killed at Kirbelai, 
in Eerack Arabi, in the war againft 
the Caliph Yezeed, fon of Moaweia: 
the death of which laft two perfons 
gave rife to the annual mournings 
obferved fo folemnly by the Per- 
fians, and others of the fedl of the 
Sheias. — 4th, Zein al Abudeen, the 
fon of Huflein, put to death by W^- 
lid the Firft, the fon of Abdul Me- 
leek. — 5th, Mahomed al Bawkir, 
the fon of Zein al Abudeen, put to 
death by order of Hafliim*, the fon 
of Abdul Meleck. — 6th, Jaafar al 
Sadick, the fon of Mahomed al 
Bawkir, put to death by order of 
Abu Jaafar Dowanikee. — 7th,Moufa 

Kazim, 
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Kazim, the fon of Jaafar al Sadick, 
put to death by order of Haroon 
Abbafi, at Bagdad. — 8th, Ali Iba 
Moufa al Reza, put to death by or- 
der of Almaraoun Abbaii. It was 
in honour of this Imaum that Shah 
Abbas built the fanious mofqtie at 
Mefched, and conunanded his fub- 
jedls to make pilgrimages thither, 
to prevent the carrying out the im- 
inenfe fums of money expended 
annually by thofe who went to 
Mecca in Arabia j a very wife and 
politic ftroke, by which means he 
caufed Perfia to flonrifli more in 
his reign than it had done for a 
long time before, or has ever fince. 
— gth, Mahomed al Tukee, the fon of 
Ali Ibn Reza, put to death by or- 
der of Almamoun Abbkfi. — loth, 
yvlir al Nukee, the fon of Mahomed 
N3 al 
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al Tukee, put to death at Samara^ 
by order of Moatizim Abbafi. — 
nth, Huffan Afkeri, the fon of 
Ali al Nukee, put to death by order 
Moatizim Abbafi. — 12th, Mahomed 
al Mahadi, the fon of HufTun Af-^ 
keri, who difappeared in the reiga 
of Moatemud Abbafi, and who 
the Perfians expe<5t will be agaia 
vifible before the end of the world. 
He has the title of Huzurut Saheb 
Zimaun, or Lord of Time, and i$ 
always mentioned by them with 
the higheft refpedl. Thefe twelve 
Imaums are difallowed by the 
Turks, and others of the feft of* 
Omar, who fay that, excepting Ali, 
they were all juftly put to death for 
rebellious pra(5tices againft the go- 
vernments under which they lived; 
but they are eileemed as faints an^ 

martyrs 
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martyrs by the Perfians, and the 
only true and lawful Caliphs, which 
they confirm in the recital of their 
Kciema, or creed, by adding the 
words, " and M is the friend ^f God j" 
an expreflion which the Turks 
omit. 

Matters of religion in Perfia^ as Matters of 
before obferved, are managed by naged by 
the Sheick al Sellaum, or the Head seiiaum. 
of the Faith, an office anfwering 
to that of Mufti among the Turks. 
He takes cognizance of all eccle- 
fiaflical matters, and on public fef- 
tivals and other occafions preaches 
in the grand mofque 9 but he has 
not, like the Mufti, any power in 
affairs of ftate, being entirely con- 
fined to his religious office. 

N 4 In 
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In point of drefs, the Perfians dif- 
fer remarkably from the Turks; for 
in Turky any perfon who was not 
a Seiud, or defcendant of the Pro- 
phet, wearing the leaft green upon 
his garment, would moft probably 
be ftoned: whereas in Perfia, the 
general and favourite colour is 
green, even to their flioes 5 and 
people of all perfuafions and de- 
nominations may wear it as they 
pleafe. A Turk alfo thinks him- 
felf defiled by the touch of a Chrif- 
tian, even on his garments. The 
Perfians, on the contrary, will eat 
out of the fame plate, drink out of 
the fame cup, and fmoke out of 
the fame Calean, as readily as they 
would with their own children ; 
at leaft I have conftanily experi- 
enced this myfelf, during my re- 

fidencq 
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fidence in Perfia, while living in a 
native family. The Perfians, in 
fome parts of their devotions, differ 
from the Turks, as they always 
pray with open hands; whereas 
thofe of the Turks are clofed and 
placed before them. The Perfians 
alfo, in their ablutions, before 
prayer, wafli their faces and beards 
with their right hand only, the 
other being referved for meaner 
occafions, and they only flightly 
touch the fore and hind part of 
their feet; but the Turks wafh 
with both hands, and rub all over . 
their feet. The Jaie Numaz, or 
carpet on which they pray, is al- 
ways endeavoured to be placed 
with ^the upper part of it facing 
to the temple of Mecca, but this 

they only guefs at. 

In 
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Moretoie- In religious opinicms they are 

rant in their 

religious far more tolerant than the Turks^: 

ideas than 

the Turks, they acknowledge the authority of 
the Old and New Teftament, which 
they fay were fent from heaven, 
and delivered to Mofes and Ghrift, 
equally with their Koran; only 
they affirm that the laft was given 
to purify and correct the errors of 
the two former, which they pre- 
tend have been much corrupted 
from their original ftate, both by 
Jews and Chriftians. They acknow- 
ledge Jefus Chrift to have been a 
great prophet, but deny 4iim to 
have been the Son of God, and the 
Saviour of Mankind ; and pretend 
that their prophet Mahomed is the 
laft or feal of the prophets, the 
number of which, they fay, a- 
mounts to one hundred and twenty- 
five 
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five thoufand ; from which circum- 
fiance he is called Khatim al Am^ 
beai, or, as I have explained, the 
Seal of the Prophets. In their opi- 
nion, all nations are to be con- 
verted to Mahomedanifm on the 
day of judgment J and on that day 
the people of each faith flying to 
their particular prophet for pro-r 
te<9:ion, fhall by him be fcreened 
and defended from God's wrath> 
through mediation, and finally be^ 
come all of one faith, which is to 
be Mahomedanifm/ In like man^ 
ner they apply many things to their 
own Impoftor, which only belong 
to our Saviour. 



The mode of. living of the Per- Their mode 
funs is in general as follows : They ^ *^*"^* 
always rife at day-break, in order 

to 
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to perform their devotions. Their 
firft prayer is denominated Numaz 
Soobh, or the morning prayer; it 
is faid before fun-rife, after which 
they eat a flight meal, called Nafli- 
ta, or breakfaft j this confifts of 
grapes, or any other fruits of the 
feafon, with a little bread, and 
cheefe made of goat's milk; they 
afterwards drink a cup of very 
ftrong coflFee, without milk or fu- 
gar; then the Calean, or pipe, is 
introduced. The Perfians, from 
the higheft to the loweft ranks, all 
fmoke tobacco. 

Their fecond hour of prayer is 

called Numaz Zohur, or mid-day 

" • prayer, and is always repeated 

when the fun declines from the 

meridian. Their dinner, or Chaiht, 

which 
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v^hich is foon after this prayer, 
confifts of curds^ bread* and fruits 
of various kinds; animal food not 
being ufual at this meal. 

The third hour of prayer is called 
Numaz 'Afur, or the afternoon 
prayer, faid about four o'clock. 

The fourth hour of prayer is 
Numaz Sham, or evening prayer, 
which is faid after fun-fet; when 
this is finiflied, the Persians eat 
their principal meal, called Shami, 
or fupper. This generally confifts 
of a Pilau, drefled with rich meat- 
fauces, and highly feafoned with 
various fpices : fometimes they eat 
Kibaab, or roaft meat. When the 
meal is ready, a fervant brings no^- 
tice thereof, and at* the fame time 

prefents , 
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prcferits a ewer and water; they 
then wafli their hands, which is an 
invariable cuilom with the Perfians, 
both before and after eating. They 
eat very quick, conveying their 
food to their mouths with their 
fingers; the ufe of knives and 
forks being unknown in Perfia* 
Sherbets of different forts are in- 
troduced, and the meal concludes 
with a deffert of delicious fruits. 
The fupper being finiflied, the fa* 
mily fit in a circle, and entertain 
each other by relating pleafant fto- 
ries (of which they are exceflively 
fond), and alfo by repeating paf- 
fages from the works of their moft 
favourite poets, and amufing them- 
felves at various kinds of games. 
The fifth and laft prayer is ftyled 
Numaz Akhir, the laft prayer; or 

fome- 
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fomerimes Numaz Sheb, or the 
night prayer, repeated about an 
hour after fupper. 

The ciiy of Shirauz is divided The great 

refpeflofthe 

into twelve diftrifts, or neierhbour* Pcrfians 

^ for their 

hoods ; over each of which one of imaunw. 
their Imaums, or Heads of Faith, 
is believed to prefide, as a kind of 
guardian angel. Every Thurfday 
night, which the Perfians call the 
night of Friday, the cryers and 
other domeftics of the mofques 
n^iake a Zikir, that is, a recital of 
the life and good adlions of the 
Imaum or Saint who prefides over 
the diftridls, by whofe influence . 
the inhabitants hope to obtain 
their wifhes, and be abfolved from 
their fins. Thefe Imaums are al- 
luded to by the Perfians in their 

con- 
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converfations; they fwear by them^ 
and invoke them on all occafions 
of diftrefs and adverfity, as well as 
return them thanks on any good 

fortune befalling them. The 

mofques of the Imaum Zadas, or 
defcendants from thelm^ums, ferve 
as fandluaries for criminals; but 
the moil fandtified place in Shi- 
rauz, and which no one ever vio- 
lates, is the ShahCheraug, of which 
I have made mention already, 
where the greateft criminal can be 
protected, if the inhabitants of the 
place Ihould receive him. How- 
ever, perfons offenfive to govern- 
ment are generally delivered up 
when demanded. This laft-men- 
tioned cuftom feems to bear a ftrong 
analogy to the mode pra6tifed in 
Roman Catholic countries, of the 

fandluary 
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fehifluary of a church, or mo- 
nailery, fcreening a criminal from: 
the punifliment of the law. 

On the i8th of July) 1787, I ac- An audienee 

•^ /» / / ofjaafar 

companied Mr. Jones, fecond of Khan. 
the Englifli fadtory at Buflbra, to 
the Perfian camp, where we were 
admitted to an audience ofjaafar 
Khan. On our arrival in camp, at 
a little after ten A. M. we were 
conducted to the tent of the mini- 
fler, Meerza Mahomed HofTeiUi 
where we ftaid a confiderable time, 
and were entertained with a calean, 
and coffee, the ufual mode of 
treatment in Perfia to vifitors. The 
tent of the Meerza was a very 
handfome one, of an oblong form^ 
with an open fronts the infide lined 
1?7ith a fine chiatz, and the walls of 
O a curi- 
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a curious open work; the floor wa* 
covered with a Perfian carpet, and 
with long felts, made at Yezd, but 
no cufhions, as the Perfians never 
life any in public, and very feldom 
in private. At half an hour after 
twelve, an officer came to acquaint 
us, that the Khan was ready to 
receive us, and defired us at the 
fame time to follow him. We 
accordingly fet our, and although 
fhe Khan*s tents were exa^S^ly in a 
parallel line with that of the mi- 
nifter, yet, agreeably to the eti- 
quette obferved in Perfia, we were 
obliged to make a circuit of about 
thirty yards, in order to approach 
through a Counaught^ or fcre^n of 
canvas, painted red. On our pafP- 
ing this fcreen> the firft officer 
quitted us, and another immedi- 
ately 
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fttely coming up, conducted us to- 
wards the tent, and at the fame 
tinie called out to the attendants 
■ furrounding, to open to the right 
and Ieft> by which we had a full 
view of the Khan. Upon this the 
officer delired us to falute, which 
we did by pulling off our caps 
after the Englifli fa£hion> bowing 
at the fame time. The Khan 
made a flight inclination with his 
head, and we were then condu<5ted 
round the outfide of the tent, and 
entered at the back door. On our 
encrance9 the Khan made a fecond 
inclination with his head, and de- 
iired us to fit down* which we did> 
at about four yards diflance} 
though at a former interview Mr. 
Jones had, he was obliged to fit 
much further off. The Khan 
O 2 feemed 
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feemed^ pleafed : he afked feveral 
queftions concerning Europe, the 
Englifh, and their manners and 
cuftoms: — eiprefled his wifli that 
Mr. Jones had benefited by the air 
of Shirauz, and aflured us both of 
his prote6tion whilft we ftaid there, 
and ordered his fecretary to make 
out a Firmaan, or order, for that 
purpofe. — After flaying a conlider- 
able time, we took leave in the 
fame manner as we entered. The 
tent of the Khan was a noble one* 
of an oblong form, and pitched 
with three poles, which were 
adorned at the top with gilt bal]s. 
The front is open in all weathers j 
,the infide was lined throughout 
with a beautiful clouded filk, and 
the open work much the fame as 
that of the minifler's: the floor was 

covered 
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covered with a rich carpet, and 
long fehs. At the upper end of 
the tent fat Jaafar K.han, upon a 
large f eh, bent double under him : 
oppofite to him flood Meerza Ma- 
homed Hoflein, without the tent, 
and feveral other officers of th^ 
army. The Khan*s drefs differed 
not from that of the other great 
men ; he wore an orange-coloured 
Qiba^ or coat, made of filk, and 
quilted, and had his fcimitar on. 
The calean which he fmoked was 
of gold, beautifully filligreed, with 
a ruby in the Ser Poojh, or head. 

In the rear of the Khan's tent, 
about the diftance of forty yards, 
was the Haram, or women's apart- 
ments: thefe were completely walled 
in by fcreens of red painted canvas, 
O 3 about 
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about twelve feet in height. The 
Khan has always a certain number 
of women, whom he feledls to 
accompany him when in camp; 
and they have the fame number of 
attendants and accommodations as 
thofe within the palace. 



A Jhort Account of the Remains of tbt 
celebrated Palace of Persepolis, 

On Thurfday evening, the 30th 
of Auguft, I left Shirauz in com-r 
pany with Mr, Jones» for the pur- 
pofe of vifiting the ruins of the 
celebrated palace of Perfepolis, 
We flept that night at a garden 
without the city, and at three 
o'clock on Friday morning we fet 

off: 
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off:— sat nine A.M. arrived at the 
village of Zarkan, fituated eight 
furfengs, or thirty-two Engliffx 
miles, from Shirauz. The road to 
this place is chiefly through, a 
rocky, mountainous country ; — 
approaching, however, to Zarkan, 
you meet with fome cultivated 
land. Zarkan is a large village 
under the government of Shirauz, 
and is ruled by a Calentar, or chief 
magiftrate. From its vicinity to 
the mountain, the view of this 
place is very pleafing ; the neigh- 
bourhood produces the large red 
grape. On the road we met with 
fome hundreds of wandering Curds, 
and Turkomans: they faid the 
name of their tribe was Ort, and 
that they were going towards Gur- 
mafeer, a place to the fouthward 
O4 of 
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of Shirauz, in order to fpend th« 
approaching autumn and winter, 
Thefe people lead a wandering life, 
having no fettled place of abode, 
but move about with their families, 
flocks and herds, in a manner iimir 
lar to the ancient Scythians: their 
complexions were the fame as thofe 
of the gypfies in Europe, flin-burnt 
and tawney, 

Saturday, September the ift, 
moved at half paft twelve A. M.— -* 
At five we crofTed the Bund Ameer 
river, which Mr. Niebuhr has laid 
down as the ancient Araxes ; over 
this river is a ftone bridge, which 
the natives call Pool Khan, We 
proceeded on through the plaiuj 
and at half after fix arrived at the 
ruins. This ftage is five furfengar 

thQ 
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the road lies entirely through the 
plain, which beginning about five 
miles to the fouthward of Zarkan, 
is continued up to Perfepolis, which 
is fituated clofe under the moun- 
tains. Our Cafila encamped in a 
garden a mile and a half to the 
northward of the ruins, near the 
village of Merdafht, from whence 
the whole plain takes its name. 
This plain is exceedingly delight- 
ful; it^ abounds in game of feveral 
forts, amongft which we difcovered 
partridges, wild pigeons^ quails and 
hares. 

At niqe A. M. went to vifit the 
ruins. What reniains of the cele- 
brated palace of Perfepolis, is fitu- 
9te4 on a rifijng ground, and comT 

mands 
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xnands a view of the extenfive 
plain of Merdaflit. The mountain 
Rehumut encircles the palace in 
the form of an amphitheatre: you 
afcend to the columns by a grand 
ftair-cafe of blue ftone> containing 
one hundred and four fteps. The 
firft object that flrikes the beholder 
on his entrance, are two portals 
of done ; I judge them to be about 
fifty feet in height each; the fides 
are embellifhed with two fphinxes 
of an immenfe fize, drefled out 
with a profufion of bead-work^ 
and, contrary to the ufual method, 
they are reprefented {landing. On 
the fides above are infcriptions in 
an ancient cbarader, the meaning 
of which no one hitherto has been 
able to decypher. 

At 



TOUR FROM BENGAL TO PERSIA. 

At a fmall diftance from thefe 
portals you afcend another flight 
of fleps, which lead to the grand 
hall of columns. The fides of this 
Hair- cafe are ornamented with a 
variety of figures in baffo relievo; 
moft of them have veflTels in their 
hands: here and there a camel 
appears, and at other times a kind 
of triumphal car, made after the 
Roman fafliion ; befides thefe, are 
feveral led horfes, oxen and rams> 
that at times intervene and diver* 
fify the proceffion. At the head of 
the ftair-cafe is another baflb re- 
lievo, reprefenting a lion feizing a 
bull; and, clofe to this, are other 
infcriptions in ancient charadters* 
On getting to the top of this flair- 
cafe, you enter what was formerly 
a moft magnificent hall; the na- 
tives 
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tives have given this the name of 
Chehul Minar, or forty pillars; 
and though this name is oftea 
ufed to exprefs the whole of the 
building, it is more particularly 
appropriated to this part of it. Al- 
though a vaft number of ages 
have elapfed iince the foundation, 
fifteen of the columns yet remain 
entire; they are from feventy to 
eighty feet in height, and are 
mailerly pieces of mafonry: their 
pedeftals are curioufly worked, and 
appear little injured by the hand 
pf time. The ihafts are enfluted 
up to the top, and the capitals are 
adorned with a profuiion of fret« 
work. 

From this hall you proceed along, 
eaflward, until you arrive at the 

remains 
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remains of a large fquare building, 
to which you enter through a door 
of granite. Moft of the doors and 
windows of this apartment are ftill 
Handing ; they are of black marble, 
and polifhed like a mirror: on the 
fides of th^ doors, at the entrances 
are bas-reliefs oi two figures at 
full length ; they reprefent a man 
in the attitude of (tabbing a goat: 
with one hand he feizes hold of 
the animal by the horn, and thrufts 
a dagger into his belly with the 
other ; one of the goat's feet refts 
upon the breaft of the man, and 
the other upon his right arm. 
This device is common throughout 
the palace. Over another door of 
the fame apartment, is a repre- 
fentarion of two men at full length; 
behind them fiands a domeftic, 

holding 
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holding a fpread umbrella: they 
are fupported by large round fta£F3» 
appear to be in years, have long 
beards, and a profuiicm of hair 
upon their heads. 

At the fouth-weft entrance of 
this apartment are two large pillars 
of ftofte, upon which arc carved 
four figures; they are drcfled in 
long garments, and hold in their 
hands fpears ten feet in length. 
At this entrance, alfo, the remains 
of a fiair-cafe of blue ftone are 
ftill vifible. Vaft numbers of bro- 
ken pieces* of pillars, fhafts, and 
capitals, are fcattcred over a con- 
fiderable extent of ground, fome of 
them of fuch encurmous fize, that 
it is wonderful to think how they 
could have been brought whole, 

and 
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and fet up together. Indeed, every 
remains of thefe noble ruins indi- 
cate their former grandeur and 
magnificence, truly worthy of 
being the refidence of a great and 
powerful monarch; and whilft 
viewing them, the mind becomes 
imprefled with an awful folemnity f 
•^-When we confifler the celebrity 
of this vaft empire, once the patron 
of the arts and fciences, and the 
feat of a wife and flourifliing go- 
vernment }—*when we reflect on 
the various changes and revolu- 
tions it has undergone, at one 
period a field for the daring ambi- 
tion of an Alexander, — at another 
for the enthufiaftic valour of an 
Omar, we muft confequently feel 
the ftrongeft conviction of the mu- 
tability of all human events! — 
6 Exclufive 
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Exclufive of the ancient antique 
infGriptions already mentioned, are 
others of a modem date, able to 
be read, as well as fome in the 
Syriac charadler j the whole of 
which the celebrated Mr. Niebuhr 
has accurately copied and publifh- 
ed. Being deftitute . myfelf of all 
materials neceflary for copying in- 
fcriptions, and at the fame time 
ignorant of the rules of architec- 
ture, I have refrained from enter-* 
ing into a difiufive account of this 
celebrated palace. What I thought 
moft worthy of notice, I have en- 
deavoured to defcribe to the befl of 
my abilities. 

Behind the hall of pillars, and 
clofe under the mountain, is the 
remains of a very large building 

of 
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of a quadrangular form ; this may 
either have made part of the pa- 
lace, or, not unlikely, a detached 
temple, as there is a cohfiderable 
fpace of ground filled up with earth 
and mounds of fand, betwixt the 
two; and as it has within-fide fym- 
bols emblematical of a religious 
meaning. This building has four 
principal entrances to it, two from 
the North-Eaft, and two from the 
South- Weft. The walls are divided 
into feveral partitions, which are 
ornamented with various pieces of 
fculpture, the moft common of 
which have the figure of a inan at 
full length 5 he is fitting in a chair, 
with his feet fupported by a ftool ; 
behind the chair ftands a domeftic 
holding an umbrella ; the man has 
in his hand a round ftaflFj before 
E him 
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him are two branched candlefticks, 
with candles in them ; beyond thefe 
is a little boy, and behind him is a 
woman with a goblet in her hand. 
Underneath this figure are feveral 
others in long garments ; fome of 
thefe are armed with bows and ar- 
rowsj others with fpearst and all of 
them have caps, in the form of 
turrets* which we learn from an- 
cient hiilorians was the mode of 
drefs obferved by the Medes.— Over 
the doors of this building, which 
are twelve in number, are bafs re* 
liefs of a lion feizing hold of a bull, 
fimilar to that obfervable on the 
grand ftair-cafe > the recefies in the 
walls are all lined with fine gra- 
nite, and their fronts have hand« 
fome cornices of ftone. Befides the 
ufual figures* is a very extraordi* 
6 nary 
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nary one, and is> I fuppofe, em- 
blematical of the ancient religion 
of the Perfians : it reprefents a man 
feated on a pillar, who holds in his 
hand a fmall veflel; he has a girdle 
twifled round the centre of his 
bodyr the two ends of which pro- 
jeA a confiderable diftance beyond 
his clothes, and have much the ap- 
pearance of wings ; he is drefled in 
long garments, with a cap, turret- 
form. Underneath the figure are 
ieveral lions (a fymbol of empire 
amongft the ancient Perfians) very 
well executed. 

Behind this ruin, a confiderable 
way up the mountain Rehumut, to 
the north, is the remains of a cu- 
rious place cut out of the rock, 
which had formerly an afcent to ic 
Pa by 
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by fteps, but thefe being deftroye4 
by time, you are obliged to clam- 
ber up by the rock. As there is 
another building parallel to this» 
about the diftance of eight hun-' 
dred yards to the fouth, I Ihall de- 
fcribe them both together^ and add 
a few obfervations of what I con- 
ceive to have been their original 
defign.-*^They are lofty buildings 
of three fides, two of which are 
plain, and forty feet in height; the 
third has feveral fine fculptures 
boldly executed j in the centre is a 
pillar with the myftic figure already 
defcribed fitting at the top : oppofite 
to this Hands a man upon a pedeftal 
of three fieps -, in his left hand he 
holds a bow, his right is held up, 
pointing to the figure on the pillar. 
To the left is an altar of ftone two 

feet 
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feet high, upon which fire is burn- 
ing, and a little on one fide is a 
large globe fufpended in the air, 
which has much the appearance of 
being intended for tht fun. Thefe 
two laft-mentioned fymbols, we 
are informed, were confidered by 
the Perfian Magi as the two 
grand principles of their religion, 
as they ^ adored the Omnipotent 
Creator of the univerfe under thefe 
types, being each in their nature 
the pureft and freeft of corruption 
of all created things : it may, there* 
fore, be prefumed they were in- 
tended to reprefent certain myfte* 
ries in the Magian faith. The man 
with the bow may poflibly be de-^ 
figned for a chief of the Magi j or, 
to hazard a further fuppofition, the 
celebrated lawgiver and prophet, 
P 3 Zoroafter 
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Zoroafter himfelf. However, this 
is only a fuggeftion, and I would 
not be thought to lay it down for a 
certainty. Every perfon, on view^ 
ing thefe noble ruins, muft have 
different ideas arife to him con<- 
ceming them ; but as all traces of 
the original religion have long 
fince perilhed, together with their 
learning and language, the world 
muft remain in ignorance until the 
characters on the walls can be de- 
cyphered, which, alone, can clear 
up the much-wiOied for afcertain- 
ment ^f the real date of the palace, 
its devices, emblems, and its real 
founder. Some have given it as their 
opinion, that thefe are the tombs 
of the ancient Kings of Perfia, and 
of this opinion are Mr. Lc Bruyn, 
and Sir John Ghardin, 

The 
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The modem natives call this 
place Mujilis Gemfheed, or the 
aflembly of King Gemfheed, as 
they fay that Prince ufed to vifit the 
place, \7ith the nobles and great 
men of his court, in order to enjoy 
a delightful view of the adjacent 
country, of which, indeed, there 
cannot be a finer profpeA than 
from thence. 

Underneath the above-mentioned 
devices are fmall openings, which 
lead to a fubterraneous paflage, cut 
out of the mountain ; it is fix feet 
in height, and four in breadth : the 
paflage leads a confiderable way 
into the rock, but is quite dark af- 
ter advancing about thirty yards, 
and emits a moil noifome damp 
fmell. The natives call this place 
P 4 the 
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the Cherk Almas; that is, the Talif- 
man, or diamond of fate : thej^ af-^ 
firm that at the end of the paflage 
is the Talifman, and that whoever 
arrives thither, and a£ks queftions 
of future events, will be anfwered 
from within j but they fay that no 
one has ever yet been able to pe^ 
netrate to the extremity of the paA- 
fage, being oppofed by the Demons 
and Genii, whom they believe to 
dwell there j and fuperftitiouily 
imagine^ that all lights taken in 
there will go out of themfelves. 
Sir John Chardin, and Mn Le Brun, 
however, penetrated a confiderable 
way into this paflage, till, they re^ 
late, it ended in a path too narrow 
to admit further progrefs. As no 
accbunt has hitherto appeared of 
thefe fubterraneous pafEiges, but 

what 
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what the fuperflition of the natives 
has chofen to invent, it may not 
]}e deemed prefumptuous in giving 
a conje<^ure, that they were ori* 
finally intended as places for con* 
cealed treafure, a cuftom time im* 
memorially obferved, and to this 
day fubiifting among Eafiern 
Princes. Not having lights with 
us, neither Mr. Jones nor myfelf 
thought proper to explore the paf- 
iage. 

Defcending to the foot of the 
mountain, to the fouth, you meet 
vrith the remains of a fmall fquare 
building, which has feveral doors 
gnd windows flill flanding, having 
carved figures on them ; but as 
thefe are only vifible to the waift 
downwards, it is i^oft likely the 

fand 
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fand from the mountains has 
choaked up the remainder: the 
figures are the fame with thofe in 
Other parts of the palace.— A little 
to the weftward of this building, 
you afcend by aftone ftair-cafeinto 
a magnificent court, of a quadran- 
gular form. Several pedeftals of 
. pillars, and the remains of two 
grand portals to the eaft, are ftill 
vifible: they are all of granite* and 
the cornices .of the portals appear 
to have been very fuperb; they are 
of an oblong fhape. On many of 
the broken pieces of the pillars are 
ancient infcriptions. 

In feveral parts of the palace are 
ftone aquedu6ts> made for the pur- 
pofe of draining off the water that 
comes irom the mountains: they 

are 
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are of blue ftone, cm underground 
eight feet deep, and two and a half 
in breadth. 

Thefe venerable ruins have fuf- 
fered much by the ravages of time 
and weather ; . but what ftill re- 
mains of them is as hard and 
durable as the rock itfelf. Earth- 
quakes, which are frequent in Per- 
fia, have alfo proved the means of 
throwing down many of the co- 
lumns, and otherwife injuring the 
apartments; and feveral of thofe 
which have not been overturned 
by the violence of the ihocks, have 
bad theit tops nearly removed off, 
and in this fituation remain. The 
fand, which is conftantly wafhed 
down from the mountains by the 
rain, in the winter feafon, has 

choaked 



219 



S30 OBSERVATIONS MADE ON A 

choaked up numbers of places, and 
even covered the pedeftals of feve- 
fal pillars. 

The old infcriptions difcernible 
on the walls, and other parts of 
the palace, may be reckoned among 
the greateft curiofities, as they have 
never yet been decyphered, either 
in the £afl or in Europe ; and what 
is very extraordinary, the moft 
learned and curious in the Oriental 
languages have been baffled in 
every attempt made to learn their 
meanings— like the hieroglyphics 
of Egypt, they remain buried in ^n 
impenetrable myftery. Mr. Nie- 
buhr has given all thefe inrcrip-* 
tions in his fecond volume, moft: 
elegantly and accurately copied, 
which may poilibly affift the curi- 
ous 
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ous in their attempts to elucidate 
them. It is one of the moft con- 
fiderable difficulties to folve when 
and by ivJbom this palace was ori- 
ginally built. The Grecian hifto- 
rians have given very imperfe(5i: 
and dubious accounts of it, and the 
Perfians no lefs fo. — By the prefent 
natives, the place is called 7'ukbt 
Gemjheedt or the throne of King 
Gemiheed j who they affirm built 
it between three and four thoufand 
years ago : he is alfo exprefsly men- 
tioned as having eredted the Cbehul 
Mmdrt or hall of forty pillars. It 
is related, in Grecian hiftory, that 
Alexander the Great fet fire to and 
deftroyed this rich and fplendid pa- 
lace, inftigated to it in a fit of de- 
bauchery by the celebrated courte- 
fan Thais. This circumftance, al- 
though 
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though it has the. fan^lion of hif- 
tory, if one reflects upon the ap* 
pearance of what flill remains of 
thefe ruinst any perfon on viewing 
them would fuppofe fuch an event 
impoffible to have taken place ; as, 
in their prefent flate, all the fire 
that could be applied would not 
make the {malleft impreifion on 
thofe huge mafles of fione, equal 
in point of durability and hardnefs. 
to the folid rock ; and of fuch are 
the materials of the whole build- 
ing. Thefe fentiments arofe to me 
whilft on the fpot, and my opinion 
was ftrengthened by the fulfeft ac- 
quiefcence of Mr. Jones, who 
thought, like myfelf, it was abfurd 
to give credit to the idea of its hav- 
ing been burnt by Alexander. 

Having 
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Having met with a Ihort account 
of the building of this palace, in 
a Perfian manufcript, being part of 
a work called Rouzut al Sef a, or 
the Garden of Purity, I (hall here 
take the liberty of inferting a tranf* 
lation. 

** It is related by hiflorians, that 
** King Gemflieed removed the feat 
** of government, which was for- 
*• merly in the province of Sejef^ 
** taun, to Fars ; and that in the 
** neighbourhood of Shirauz, hav- 
** ing taken in a ipot of ground, 
«♦ of twelve furfengs in length (48 
** Englilh miles), he there ere<Sted 
** fuch a palace, that in the feven 
« kingdoms of the world there 
" was nothing that could equal it. 
*} The remains of that palace, and 

" many 



323 



124 



OBSERVATIONS MADE ON A 

** many of the pillars on it, are 
•• vifible to this day; and he daufed 
•* the palace to be called Cbebul Mi" 
'< »ar, or Forty Pillars. Moreover, 
** when the fun quitting the figa 
•* Pifces, in the heavens, had en- 
" lered Aries, Gemflieed having af- 
** fembled all the princes, nobles, 
« and great men of his empire, at 
** the foot of his imperial throne, 
** did on that day inftitute a grand 
** and folemn feftival i and this 
" day from henceforth . was called 
" the Noo Roze, or Firft Day of the 
•* New Year (when the foundation' 
« of Perfepolis was laid), at which 
** period he commanded, from all 
" parts of the empire, the attend- 
*' ance of the peafants, huftand- 
men, foldiery, and others, in or- 
der to profecute the defign ; re- 

" quefling 
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*' quefling that all, with joyful 
** hearts and willing hands, fhould 
"lend their afliftance in complet- 
" ing this work. This numerous 
*• aflembly obeyed the command o( 
** their monarch, and the building 
" was finifhed with all figns of 
" mirth and feftivity." 

It is further obferved^ in the 
Jehan Ara, a book of Perfian chro- 
nology, that Queen Homaie, who 
flourifhed about 800 years after 
Gemflieed, added a thoufand co- 
lumns more to this palace--^Su€h 
are the Perfian accounts, which are 
believed by the prefent natives to 
be true ones; but I fliould pre- 
fume, that until the ancient cha- 
ra(5ters on the walls can be decy- 
phered, no account of this place, 
Q^ either 
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either Grecian, or Perfian, or any 
other, can be depended upon as 
genuine or authentic, as they -are 
unqueftionably of an antiquity far 
beyond the records of any language 
now known in the world. 

It is to be remarked, that in the 
figures throughout the whole of 
the palace, the rules of art are not 
attended to; the mufcles of the 
figures are wanting, yet the dra- 
pery is finely done, and the pro- 
- portions in general are well kept 
up, though the contour is only 
obferved, which gives a famenefs 
to the whole. Sir John Chardia 
obferves, that he thinks it is evi- 
dent, whoever was the architeft of 
this celebrated palace, was ignorant 
of Grecian and of Roman archi- 

te<5lure j 
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te<5lurej and fuppofes, that the 
defedls already mentioned were 
occafioned by his being obliged to 
finifh the work in a hurry, and by 
that means the figure? were left 
in the imperfedt ftate we find them, 
at prefent. But Mr. Jones obferved 
to me, that he rather fuppofed it to 
have been the ne plus ultra of thofe 
days; and remarked alfo, that the 
ornaments he had obferved in 
Sadick Khan's palace at Shirauz, 
were in the fame ftyle as thofe of 
Pcrfepolis, and that the architec- 
ture of the prefent Perfians was 
fimilar to that of ancient times; 
an obfcrvation by no means un-- 
worthy of attention. With refped: 
to the figures on the ftair-cafe^ I 
have before obferved, that the 
variety of animals which appear, 
Q^z the 
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the camels, led horfes, the rams» 
the triumphal car^ and the men 
with veflels in their hands, all give 
room to fuppofe the pomp of a pro- 
cejjton is meant to be reprefented; 
and I think the pofition may be 
corroborated by fome part of the 
tranflation before inferred. 

The materials of which the 
• palace is compofed, are chiefly 
hard blue ftone ; but the doors and 
windows of the apartments are all 
of black marble, and fo beautifully 
polifhed, as to refledt an objecft like 
a mirror. One of the principal 
things worthy of admiration, is the 
immenfe ftrength of the founda- 
tion. The whole of the palace 
takes in a circumference of 1400 
fquare yards :-^its front is 600 

paces 
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paces from north to fouth, and 
390 from eaft to weft. Being built 
at the foot of a mountain, a great 
deal of it has been fmbothed with 
infinite labour, to make the ftones 
lie even. The height of the found- 
ation, in front, is in feveral parts 
from forty to fifty feet, and con- 
fifts of two immenfe flones laid 
together : the fides are not fo high, 
and more unequal, owing to the 
vaft quantity of fand which has 
fallen from the mountain. It is 
much to be feared, that in the 
courfe of a few centuries, the 
earthquakes may totally deftroy 
the columns and remaining apart- 
ments ; but whatever may be their 
fate, the foundation muft endure 
until the rock itfelf, on which it is 
built, fhall ceafe to exift, 

CL3 Ifhall 
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I fliall conclude with a few ob- 
fervations on the Hall of Pillars. 

This hall appears to have been 
detached from the reft of the 
palace, and to have had a com* 
munication with the other parts by 
hollow galleries of (tone. By the 
pedeftals of the pillars, which I 
counted very exadlly, the hall feems 
originally to have confifted of nine 
diftinft rows of columns, each 
containing fix; making confe^ 
quently, in all, fifty-four. The fif- 
teen that remain, are from fevcnty 
to eighty feet in height ; the dia* 
meter at the bafe is twelve feet^ 
and the diftance between each 
column twenty-two. By th€ po- 
fition of the front pillars, th€ hall 
appears to have been open towards 

the 
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the plain ; but four of the pillars, 
facing the mountain, and which 
are at fome diftance from the reft, 
feem to have been intended for a 
portico, or entrance from the eaft; 
they are alfo of a different ftyle of 
architefture. The materials of the 
columns are a mixed fort of red 
ftone, granular. 

The hall, fituated on an emi- 
nence, and commanding an exten- 
five view of the plain of Merdaflit, 
is ftrikingly grand, and conveys to 
the beholder the idea of an Hall of 
Audience of a powerful and warlike 
monarch. 

On Monday afternoon, the 2d of 

September, Mr. Jones and myfelf 

fet off to vifit the tomb of the cele- 

0^4 brated 
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brated Perfian hero, Roftum (called 
by the natives Nukfliee Roftum). 
It is fituated three miles and a half 
to the north-eaft of Perfepolis: the 
place confifts of four diftindl cham- 
bers, excavated high in the rock. 
The devices, in the upper parts, 
are exadlly the fame as thofe of 
Perfepolis, reprefenting the myftic 
figure, with the altar of fire and 
the fun. Underneath the fculp- 
ture of the fecond chamber, is a 
gigantic figure on horfeback, cut 
in ftone, and very perfeft *, he is 
completely armed and accoutred, 
and drefled fomething after the 
Roman faOiion. On his helmet is 
a globe; two figures are before 
him, the one kneeling down in a 
fupplicating pofture, and the other 
is in the ad of taking hold of the 

horfe- 
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horfeman*s hand, as if to mitigate 
his wrath J the horfeman is look- 
ing flernly upon the figures, and 
the hand at liberty is applied to the 
hilt of his fword. On one fide of 
this figure is an infcription in 
ancient charadlers, but diflferent 
from thofe on the walls of Perfe- 
polis. Several attendants are in 
waiting behind the equeftrian 
figure, all of them as large as life; 
but the proportions are not at all 
adhered to in the firft fculpture, 
the ihan.i)eing twice the fize of the 
horfe on which he rides. 

A little to the northward is an- 
other reprefentation. At the foot 
of the rock there are two figures 
completely armed; one of them is 
in the a(5lion of letting go a ring, 

which 
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which the other grafps. The 
figure to the right has a globe on 
his helmet, and a large battle-axe 
in his hand : that to the left has a 
domefiic behind him, holding an 
umbrella. Under their horfes feet 
are two human heads ; and a little 
on one fide appear the heads of 
feveral figures, attendants; mo& 
of them have a broad fillet en- 
circling their temples, and a pro. 
fufioQ of hair flowing loofe. Sir 
John Chardin fuppofest that this 
may be intended to repjj^nc the 
adbion of Alexander the Great, re- 
ceiving the fubmifilon of the Per- 
fian monarch Darius ; but as we are 
informed by Grecian hifiory, that 
Darius never faw Alexander, being 
murdered in his flight fliortly after 
the lofs of the battle of Arbela, by 

his 
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his fervant Beflus; fo I fliould 
imagine the Perfians themfelves 
would hardly have taken fuch 
pains to render the diflionour and 
ruin of their lawful king fo per- 
manent and known to the lateft 
pofterity, in order to praife one 
who had utterly overturned their 
religion and their laws. More- 
over, the work itfelf bears not the 
leaft trace of having been the pro- 
duction of any Grecian artifls, as 
the Greeks at that period were 
arrived at the highefl perfection ia 
the arts and fciences; and had 
fuch a thing been done during the 
time of Alexander, he would moft 
-certainly have made ufe of one of 
the many celebrated artifts who 
followed him into Afia ; but thefe 
figures are difproportionate, and 

executed 
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executed in a rude minner. To 
hazard a fuppofition of my own, I 
ihould rather conceive the above 
device was of a date prior to the 
Grecian conquefts of Perfia, and that 
it was intended to reprefent fome 
remarkable adion in the life 
of the hero Roftum (from whom 
the whole of the place takes its 
name), and that it was cut to per- 
petuate the memory of it. 

Near the foot of the rock is a 
fquare building, of blue ftone, 
twenty feet in height, by eight in 
breadth. This place has feveral 
windows ; the infide is enipty, and 
there are fmall niches in different 
parts of the wall. The natives 
affirm that the celebrated Roftum 
Was interred in this ipotj but 

many 
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many travellers have fuppofed it 
to have been the tomb of Darius . 
Hyftafpes, from a paflage of He- 
rodotus, the Grecian hiftorian, 
amongft whom Sir John Chardin 
and Mr. Le Brune are both of the 
latter opinion. 

In a part of the rock, to thip 
caftward, is a fculpture of a figure 
on horfeback, the face of which 
has been much mutilated, and is 
fcarcely vifible; enough, however, 
remains to perceive that the figure 
is that of a man — ^he has long 
flowing hair, and has a projedlion, 
refembling a horn, on the left fide 
of his forehead. The natives call • 
this figure, IJkunder Zu Al Kerneen^ 
or Alexander Lord of the Horns, 
that is, of an empire extending 

from 
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from eaft to weft; and they affirm, 
that it is pofitively intended for 
Alexander the Great. Horris, we 
know, were confidered by the an- 
cients as emblems and fymbols of 
power and majefty, and from this we 
may conclude, without a contrariety 
to reafon, that the Perfian idea of 
%iis figure is a juft onej as Alexander 
is always defcribed by the Grecian 
hiftorians, having a horn on his 
forehead, or rather a particular 
lock of bair^ refembling one ; and it 
is alfo obferved on the coins and 
medals of that prince, which arc 
ftill to be feen in the cabinets of 
the curious. Behind the figure on 
horfeback are feveral others ; they 
are in armour, on foot, and feem- 
ingly attendants on him. 

Having 
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Having ftaid a fhort time at 
Nukfhee Roftum, we returned to 
Shirauz, September 4th. 



The firft ten days of the moiith original 

caufe of the 

Mohurrum {being the firft of the Mohurrum. 
Mahomedan year) are obferved 
throughout Perfia as a folemn 
mourning; it is called by the 
natives jD^Zr^, or a fpace of ten days* 
During this period the Perfians, 
and all the follov^ers of Ali, la*- 
m^ent the death of Imaum Hoflein, 
the fecond fon of that prophet, - 

who was flain in the war againft 
Yezzeed, the fon of Moaweia, 
Caliph of the MufTulmans. This 
event happened at a place called 
Kerbelaie, which in Perfian im- 
plies grief and Misfortune. It is fitu- 
6 ated 
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ated in Eerack Arabi, the ancient 
Mefopotamia, between the cities of 
Cufa and Medeena. — The parti- 
culars of the llory are as follow : 

Story of On the death of Caliph Ali, who 

was afiafnnated at Cufa^ Moaweia^ 
of the houfe of Ommia^ fucceeded 
to the Caliphat, which he had dif- 
puted with Ali during his lifetime* 
Moaweia, dying fhortly after, was 
fucceeded by his eldeft fon Yezzeed. 
In the interval, the inhabitants of 

AoBo Hjjexa Cufa had fent a folemn embafly to 
Hoflein at Medeena, requefting him 
to come and take pofTeffion of the 
government, giving ajQTurance of 
their faithful fupport. Upon this 
affbrance, Hoflein determined to 
fet forwards, at the fame time tak> 
ing with him tl^j^whole of his 

family 
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family (excepting bis ypungeft 
daughter, who was at that time 
fick). He began his march to Cufa 
on the 8th of Zulhuj, accompanied 
by a confiderable body of troops: 
intelligence of this being carried to 
the Caliph Yezzeed, who was thea 
at Damafcus, he fent orders to Obei- 
dollah, the Governor of Cufa, to 
aflemble an army and to cruib the 
rifing rebellion, by cutting off 
Hoflein and his followers. Obei- 
doUah, in obedience to the com- 
mand of his mafter, fent his deputy 
Ibn Saad, with ten thoufand men, 
giving him exprefs orders to inter- 
cept Hoflein in his route. — The ar- 
my in confequence began their 
march j and ObeidoUah, remaining 
in the city, took care, by feizing 
the heads of thefa^flion, entir(?Iy to 
quell the infurredlion j by which 
R means, 
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means, the Cufians perceiving the 
fituation of affairs, regardlefs of the 
. oaths and promifes they had made, 
treacheroufly left the unhappy and 
deluded prince to his fate; for 
which behaviour they are curfed 
by the Perfians and all the follow- 
ers of Ali to this day. Huileinwith 
his army had not advanced far, be- 
fore intelligence was brought him 
that the enemy had taken their fta- 
tion between him and the river Eu- 
phrates, which lay in his intended 
route, by means of which he was 
ffi« misfor- emircly cut off from the water j an 
event of the moft diftrefling nature, 
in the fultry climate of Mefopota- 
mia, where, from the violence of 
the heat, the weary traveller, even 
when fupplied with water, can 
fcarcely exift. — Deprived of that 
neceffary article, how trying muft 

the 
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the fituation be! Indeed this cir- 
cumftance was the primary caufe 
of all the misfortunes which befel 
him : — his men, difheartened at the 
idea of perifhing with thirft, for- 
fook him in great numbers, de- 
ferting fo very faft that in a few 
days his whole force was reduced 
to the inconfiderable number of 
feventy-two perfons> among whom 
were feveral of his own kindred, 
particularly his brother Abbas AH, 
his nephew Cafim, the fon of his 
brother Haflan, his own fon Zein 
al Abudeen, a youth of twelve 
years of age, and his two infant 
children, Akbar and Alkur; of the 
females, were his daughter Sekee- 
na, his fitter Zeineb, and his aunt 
Koolfom. — In this fituation conti- 
nual fkirmilhes and diftrefies thick-- 
R 2 ening 
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cning upon him were finally ter- 
minated on the the loth of Mohur- 
rum, when Ibn Sa^d advancing 
with his whole force, furrounded 
this little troop, and they were cut 
to pieces, after fighting mod defpe- 
lately. Afker, Hoflein's infant fon, 
was killed by arrows in his father's 
lap ; and Hoflein himfelf, at length 
exhaufted with fatigue, and faint- 
ing under a multitude of wounds^ 
and death, fell. His head was immediately 
cut oflf, and the enemy's troops then 
rulhing into the tent, began a ge- 
neral plunder, and took prifoners 
the remaining fon of Hoflfein, who 
was fick in bedj together with the 
females of the family already men- 
tioned ; bereaving them at the fame 
time of their ornaments and jewels, 
and treating them in a moft infult- 

ing 
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ing manner. A few days after, they 
were all conveyed to Damafcus, 
with the head of Hoflein, to be 
prefented to the Caliph Yezzeed. 

The tradition goes, that at this Anecdote of 

^ an European 

period an ambalTador fronoi one of ambaflador. 
the European ftates happened to 
refide at the Caliph's court, who, 
on the arrival of the prifoners, was 
ilruck with compaflion at the mi- 
ferable appearance they made, and 
afked Yezzeed who they were ; the 
Caliph replied, that they were of 
the family of the prophet Maho- 
med, and that the head was the 
head of Hoffein the fon of Ali, 
whom he had caufed to be put to 
death for his rebellion; whereupon 
the ambajffador rofe up and reviled 
the Caliph very bitterly for thus . 
R 3 treating 
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treating the family of his own pro- 
phet. The haughty Yezzeed, en- 
raged at the aflfront, ordered the 
ambaflador to gohimfelf and bring 
him the head of Zein al AJbudeen, 
on pain of immediate death ; this^ 
however, the ambaflador flatly re-, 
f ufed ; and» as the Perfians believe, 
embracing the head of Hoflein, 
turned Muflulman; on which he 
was immediately put to death by 
the command of Yezzeed. 



Pageants, 
and other 
ceremonies, 
during the 
Mohurrum. 



All thefe various events are re- 
prefented by the Perfians during 
the firfl: ten days of Mohurrum. 
On the 27th of the preceding month 
of Zulhuj, they eredt the Mumbirs 
on the pulpits in the mofques, the* 
infides of which are on this occa- 
fion lined with black cloth. On 

the 
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the I ft of Mohurrum the Akhunds, 
and Peifli Numazz's (or Mahome- 
dan priefts) mount the pulpits, and 
begin what is denominated by the 
Perfians, al JVakaa^ or a recital of 
the life and adlions of A\u and his 
fons Huflun and Hoflein ; defcrib- 
ing at the fame time the circum- 
ftances attending the melancholy 
fate of the Imaum Hoflein: the re- 
cital is made in a flow folemn tone 
of voice, and is really affedling to 
hear, being written with all the 
pathetic elegance the Perfian lan- 
guage is capable of exprefling. At 
intervals the people ftrike their 
breafts with violence, weeping bit- 
terly at the fame time, and exclaim- 
ing, ah Hoflein ! ah Hoflein ! Heif 
az Hojein ! Alas for Hoflein ! — Other 
parts of the Wakaa are in verfe> 
R 4 which 
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which are fung in cadence to a 
doleful tune. Each day fome par- 
ticular adtion of the ftory is reprc- 
fented by people felefted for the 
purpofe of perfonating thofe con- 
cerned in it ; effigies alfo are 
brought out and carried in procef. 
fion through the different neigh-* 
bourhoods : among thefe they 
have one reprefenting the river 
Euphrates, which they call A6i 
Ferat. Troops of boys and young 
men, fome perfonating the foldiers 
of Ibn Saad, others thofe of Hoflein 
and his company, run about the 
ftreets, beating and Ikirmifliing 
with each other, and each have 
their refpedlive banners and en- 
figns of diftinftion. Another page- 
ant reprefents the Caliph Yezzeed 
feated on a magnificent throne, 

fur- 
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furrounded by guards ; and by his 
fide is placed the European amr 
baflador afore mentioned. 

Among the moft affedling repre- 
fentations is the marriage of young 
Cafim, the fon of HulTun, and ne- 
phew of Hofleili, with his daugh- 
ter; but this was never confum- 
mated, as Cafim was killed in a 
fkirmifti Qn the banks of the Eu-« 
phrates, on the 7th of Mohurrum. 
On this occafion, a boy reprefents 
the bride, decorated in her wedding 
garmentSi and attended by the fe- 
males of the family chanting a 
mournful elegy, in which is related 
the circumftance of her betrothed 
hufband being cut off by infidels — 
(for fuch is the term by which the 
Sheias fpeak of the Sunnies). The 

parting 
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parting between her and her huf- 
band is alfo reprefented, when on 
his going to the field flie takes an 
affe(5tionate leave of him ; and, on 
his quitting her, prefents him with 
a burial veft, which flie puts round 
his neck: at this fight the people 
break out into the molt pafiionate 
exclamations of grief and diftrefs, 
and execrate the moft bitter curfes 
upon Yezzeed, and all thofe who 
had any concern in deftroying the 
family of their Imaum. 

The facred pigeons, which are 
afiirmed by the Perfians to have 
carried the news of HofIein*s death 
from Kerbelai to Medeena (having 
firft dipped their beaks in his blood 
as a confirmation), are alfo brought 
forth on this occafioh. The horfes 

on 
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on which Hoflein and his brother 
Abbas are fuppofed to have rode, 
are (hewn to the people, painted as 
covered with wounds, and fluck 
full of arrows. 

During thefe various proceflions The cnthn. 
much injury is often fuftained, as Perfians 

/. ^'a r during thc 

the Perfians are all frantic even to Mohorrum, 
enthufiafm, and they believe uni- 
formly that the fouls of thofe flain 
during the Mohurrum will infal- 
libly go that inftant into Paradife ; 
this, added to their frenzy, which 
for the time it lafts is fuch as I 
never faw exceeded by any people, 
makes them defpife and even court 
death. Many there are who inflid: 
voluntary wounds on themfelves, 
and fome who almoll entirely ab- 
flain from water during thefe ten 

days, 
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days, in memory of, and as a fiif- 
ferance for, what their Imaum fuf- 
fered from the want of that article; 
and all people abftain from the 
bath, and even from changing their 
clothes during the continuance of 
the Mohurrum. On the loth day, the 
coffins of thofe flain in the battle 
are brought forth, ftained with 
blood, on which fcymitars and tur- 
bans, adorned with herons fea- 
thers» are laid: — thefe are folemnly 
interred, after which the priefts 
again mount the pulpits and read 
the Wakaa. The whole is con- 
cluded with curfes and impreca- 
tions on the Caliph Yezzeed. 

Opinion The Perfians affirm this to be a 

tbcycTff martyrdom, and throughout the 

ory. ^j^Qig Qf ^Yit recital Hoflein is dif- 

tinguifhed 



TOUR FROM BENGAL TO PERSIA. 

tinguiflied by the appellation of 
Shebeed^ or the martyr. They add> 
that he alfo knew of, and volun- 
tarily fuiFered it as an expiation for 
the fins of all who believe in Ali, 
and confequently that all who la- 
ment the death of their Imaum* 
fliall find favour at the day of judg- 
ment: they further aflert, that if 
Hoflein had thought proper to make 
ufe of the powers of his Imaum-- 
fliip, the whole world could not 
have hurt him, but that he chofe 
to fuflfer a voluntary death, that his 
followers might reap the benefit of 
it in a future ftate : whence arifes 
the belief among the Perfians, that 
at the day of judgment Fatima, the 
wife of Alij and mother of the two 
Imaums Huffun and Hoflein, will 
prefent herfelf before the throne of 

God, 
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God, with the fevered head of Hof- 
fein in one hand, and the heart of 
Hufliin (who was poifoned) in the 
other, demanding abfolution in their 
name for the fins of the followers 
of Ali J and they doubt not but God 
will grant their requeft. — ^I had 
thefe particulars from a religious 
- Periian, and as they are not gene- 
rally known to Europeans, I have 
taken the liberty of inferting them. 

Diftinaion The death of the Imaum HuiTun 
twrimaumt. (who was poifoued by.'Ayeftia the 
widow of Mahomed at Medeena) is 
lamented by the followers of Ali 
on the 28th of the mqnth Sefr, 
being the day which he died, but 
it is not kept with fo great folemnity 
as thofe of Mohurrum; although 
HuiTun is mentioned during that 

period,. 
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period. Many perfons have con- 
founded thefe together, and erro- 
neoufly fuppofe the Deba of Mo- 
hurrum to be equally for both ; but 
I was particularly inquifitive *on 
this head, and was allured by feve- 
ral perfons that the diftindion be- 
tween the two was very confider- 
able. 

On the nth of Oiflober 1787, I Return from 

fet oflf from Shirauz oh my return 
to India: as I came down by the 
fame route as I went, I fhall only 
mention the different ftages, with 
a few flight obfervations, which, 
by reafon of my illnefs, I was be- 
fore unable to attend to. — 12th and 
13th, Pafled the villages of Khoon 
Zineoon, and Defterjun. 14th, We 
arrived at Kazeroon. 

Kazeroon, 
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Sazerooa. KazerooD, by its remains, ap« 
pears formerly to have been a city 
of confiderable note, and in fize 
little inferior to Shirauz ; it is fitu- 
ated in the centre of an extenfivc 
plain, furrounded by high moun- 
tains; there is a fine lake, about 
four miles eaft of the city. In the 
vicinity of Kazeroon, great quan- 
tities of opium are produced, but 
the Perfians do not make this very 
valuable commodity an article of 
trade; I Ihould imagine they did 
. in former times, as the opium of 
Kazeroon is. much f{ft>ken of in the 
Eaft. The city, excepting a mofque, 
and the Governor's palace and gar- 
dens, has nothing remarkable in it. 

15th, 1 6th, and 17th, We remain- 
ed at Kazeroon*— 18th, We arrived 

at 
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at Comai:ige.-^As I h^ve not b^forq 
particu,larly defcribecj the mode of 
travelling in Pa:fia, it may, per-» 
h^ps^ be acceptable in this place* 

A Cajh i& compofed of camels, Mode or tr^- 

veiling ia 

horfes, and mules, the whole of Periia* 
tirhich are under the dire(5^ion of a 
Cheharwa Da^r, or Mgtfter. It ia to 
hiv^ the price of a mule or cornel 
is paidj and he ftipulate? with the 
traveller to feed and take care of 
the beaft during the jp^irney; he 
has under him feveral inferior fer- 
vants, who help to unload the 
b^afts of burden, take them to 
^ater, and attend them during 
forage. The CafiJa, >yhilft pn the 
journeyi keeps as clofe as poflible, 
and on. its arrival at the MunzU 
0^9 Qt; place 9f encamppaent for 
S the, 
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the day, each load is depofited on 
a particular fpot, marked out by 
the mailer, to which the merchant 
who own the goods repairs ; his 
baggage forms a crefcent; in the 
centre are placed the bedding and 
provifions ; a rope or line made of 
hair is then drawn round the whole, 
at the diftance of about three yards 
each way, which ferves to diftin^^ 
guilh the feparate encampments. 
During the night, the beafls are all 
brought to their Aations, oppofite 
to the goods they are to carry in 
the morning, and are made fafk to 
the hair rope aforementioned. At 
the hour of moving, which is ge- 
nerally between three and four in 
the morning, they load the mules 
and camels. In doing this, the paf- 
fengers are awakeneSd*T)y the jin- 

gUng 
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gling of the bells tied round the 
necks of the beafls> in ordef to pre- 
vent their ftraggling during the 
march. A parage from Hafiz may 
probably be not unacceptable to 
the reader, in this place, as it 
ferves to illuftrate the cuilom above 
defcribed. 

" The bell proclaims aloud, bind 

on your burdens r 

Odes of Hafi2. 

When every thing is ready, the 
Cheharwa Dar orders thofe neareft 
the road to advance, and the whole 
move off in regular fuccelfion, in 
the fame order as the preceding 
day. 

S 2 19th, 
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19th, 20th, 2ift, and 22d, we 
palled the villages of Khiiht* Dow- 
lakie, Berazgoon, and Chekaduk.-* 
On the 23d, we arrived at Abu 
Shehr, where I met with a moft 
polite and hofpitable reception from 
Mr. Charles Watkins» the Com- 
pany's reiident at that place. 

On the 22d of December I em- 
barked on board the Scorpion 
cruifer, Captain Jervis, forBuflbra, 
who very politely made me the 
offer of a paflage.— 24th, in the 
evening, pafled the Buflbra Bar, 
and on the 28th came to anchor 
oppofite the town. 

fitttfora. The city of Buflbra is fituated at 

the extremity of the Perfian Gulph, 
in latitude 31° ^e' North, on the 

banks 
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banks of a frefh water river, called 
the Shat al Arab, which is a branch 
of the Euphrates ; that river unit- 
ing with it about fifty miles to the 
N. W, of Bufibra* The city-^is a 
very large one, but indifferently 
fortified : a mud wall encircles the 
town, having baflions and turrets 
alfo of mud ; it had formerly a wet 
fofle, this is now dried up in many 
parts. Buflbra, notwithflanding 
thefe difadvantages, held out up- 
wards of eight months when be- 
fieged by the Perfians in 1777; it 
was evacuated at the end of the 
^nfuing year, occafioned by the 
death of Kerim Khan, Vakeel of 
Perfia* Although the Great Defart 
extends to the very walls of the 
city, the banks of the river on each 
fi!de are exceedingly fertile and 
S 3 pleafant; 
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pleafant ; they produce corn,'pulfc, 
rice, and feveral European fruits; 
but that which moll adds both to the 
pleafant fituation and profit of the 
place, is the date tree ; by the cul- 
tivation and produce of this tree, 
a confid6rable revenue arifes to 
the Turkilh government. The 
vicinity of Buflbra abounds in 
game, particularly hares, par- 
tridges, and the wild hog, whofe 
flefh is of a delicious flavour. The 
modern Buflbra is fourteen days 
journey (by couriers) from Aleppo. 
There is a very grand mofque in 
Buflbra, and alfo a convent of Ita- 
lian miflionaries. The city is at 
prefent under the government of 
the Turks, and the refidence of a 
Muflellem, appointed by the Baflia 
of Bagdid, under whom he a(5l5. 

The 
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The following are the particulars 
of a revolution that took place 
about eight months ago : 

Revolution at Bussora. 
In the middle of April 1787, Revolution 

atBuflbra. 

Sheick Twmy, an independent 
Arabian chief of the tribe of Mon- 
tifeeks (whofe country is fituated 
to the eaftward of BufTora on the 
Grand Defert), arrived at the vil- 
lage of Zubeer, on his return from 
an expedition he had undertaken 
againft his enemies ; in which he 
was fuccefsful; the Mullellem, or 
Turkifli governor came out from 
the city to meet and congratulate 
him on the occafion. 



The Sheick of the Montifeeks The Go- 

vernor is 

had long had it in his mind to made pri- 

foner by 

S 4 obtain sheick 

Twiny> 
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obtain pofleffion of Bu0bra, li^hkh 
he laid claim to» and t<mfidet- 
ed as the right of his family j 
deeming the prefent, therefore, 
a moft favourable opportunity, 
he, without furthet ctrttndHy, 
made the Turkifli goviemor» and 
thofe who accompanied hite, pri- 
fonere, which was eflFefted without 
bloodfhed, and before the Turks 
could entertain the leaft fufpicioa 
of his intentions. The follow- 
ing day the Sheick fent into tht 
city a body of fifteen hundred 
Arabs, who took pofleflldn of the 
Serai, or governor's palace, and 
every thing, without oppofition, 
there being but few Turks id thfe 
place,- and not more than two hun- 
dred troops in all. The ^Ijacfe was 
preferved in its ufual oi^er, and 

the 
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the property of individuals re* 
mained fafe. On the third day the 
Sheick Twiny made his own entry, 
accompanied by the remainder 
of his army, being about five thou^ 
fand men. The Arab government 
Immediately commenced^ 

The commanders of the Turkifli 
fliips in the river were depofed^ 
and Arabians appointed in theit 
room } and fliortly after, the Muf^ 
fcllem, with the council, the Duf ter 
Par, or treafurer, and the princi- 
pal officers under the Turkifh 
government, were embarked on 
board (hip, and failed for India* 



Thefe fteps being taken, the who fendt 

letters to 

Sheick began to prepare himfelf Coniianti- 
tor the coniequences that might 

enfue, 
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enfue,, and firft he wrote letters to 
Conftantinople, excufing what he 
had done, by alleging and endea- 
vouring to prove, that Builbra had 
originally belonged to his own pro- 
per anceflors, and that, as a free and 
independent chief of a tribe, he 
had undoubted right to obtain what 
was his due. But he further ob- 
ferved, that in order the Porte 
might perceive how anxious he 
was to fettle matters amicably, and 
if poffible procure peace, he had 
on this occafion forborne the 
vicflor's right, and had hitherto 
held untouched both the perfons as 
well as the property of individuals, 
whom the laws of war gave him a 
power over; that order and juftice 
were as rightfully adminiftered as 
before. He finally concluded his 

letters 
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letters with profeffions of allegi- 
ance to the Porte, on condition of 
his being nominated to the Baflia* 
lick of Bagdad and Buflbra united 
in one, and hoped the Sultaun 
would lend a favourable ear to a 
requeft fo juftly made* 

Thefe letters he difpatched to 
Conftantinople, and at the fame 
time providing for the word that 
might occur, he augmented his 
army; after which, afTembling the 
Jews, Armenians, and other mer- 
chants of Buflbra, he requefted 
from them the fum of fix thou- 
fand Tomans as a loan, for which 
he informed them a bond fhould 
be given. The merchants, though 
^verfe to a propofal fo extraordi- 
nary 
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nary in its nature, from the poflefibr 
of Buflbra, yet had no Other refource 
than compliance left them: and it 
was fome confolation to them to re- 
fled, that the Sheick had given them 
hopes of repayment at a future 
period; and to do him juftice, there 
was every probable reafon to fup- 
pofe, in cafe of fuccefs, he would 
■ have done lb. The fum propofed 
vras raifed, and the bonds de- 
livered. Shortly after, Sheick Twiny 
quitted the city, and marched his 
army to the village of Naranta, on 
the banks of the Euphrates, in the 
dire<^ rOad to Bagdad, where he 
encamped, and refolved to await 
the coming of the Baflia, and riik 
his fortune on the Lflfue of a pitched 
1)attle. 

It 
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It will now be neceflary to ob* 
ferve, that at the furprifing of 
Buflbra, before mentioned, the 
eldeft brother of $heick Twiny had 
deferted his camp, and fled to Soli-* 
man, the Bafha of Bagdad} claim-" 
ing his prote(Stion. This perfoni 
whofe name is Sheick Ahumud 
(for chiefs of families amoogft the 
Arabs have always the appella«- 
tive of Sheick), had been fkt a6d« 
from th« fwceiHoo at the death of 
their father* which ever after gav$ 
him a difguft towards his brother, 
and he eagerly longed for an op«i 
portunity to emancipate himielf, 
a^ acquire a party of bis own. 
This was offered him on the pre- 
fcn? occafionj he was received by 
the Baiha with open arms« and 

the 
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the llrongeft aflurances of fupport 
and proteftion were given him. 



The Bafiia Soliman, on receiving intelli- 

forms an al- *^ 

shekk^"^ gence of the revolution, aflfembled 
Chaubi. j^jg army ; and the more to 
ftrengthen his party, he refolved to 
feek the alliance of an Arabian 
tribe bordering on Buflbra to the 
fouth-weft. This tribe (whofe chief 
is called Sheick Chaubi), from their 
vicinity to the city, have it in their 
power to become either very ufe- 
. ful or very troublefome neigh- 
bours, their country extending 
along the banks of the river below 
the town, and they alfo pofTefling a 
confiderable fleet of armed galli- 
vats. To this tribe Sheick Twiny 
had previoufly made an oflTer of 

alliance ; 
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alliance; but they demanding what 
he thought too much, as the re- 
ward of friendfllip at this critical 
jundlure, he un wifely relinquifhed 
the idea, which his more politic 
adverfary, the Balha, took ad- 
vantage of, and a treaty of alliance 
and friendfllip was fettled between 
them. The Baflia, on this occa- 
fion, was liberal in the donation of 
two diftri(5ls of land, which he 
granted to the Chaubi. 

During the interval of thofe pre- 
parations, the letters fent by Twiny 
had arrived at the Porte : — they re- 
mained unanfwered to i>/>, but a 
pofitivfe order was difpatched to the 
Baflia of Bagdad to fend the head 
of Twiny to Conftantinople, the 
Porte making no other obfervation 

on 
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on the matter* but difdaiAing to 
treat -with the chief of a petty 
AraMaa tribe. 

Henarchet The Bafha, being now fully 
Twiny, and prepared, fet forward in the begin- 

defeats bim , r ^ n % ^ 

in a pitched niug of Ottober 1 7 87. On the z^d 

battle. . n 1 . . 

jnftant, he camq up with the Arabs, 
and on the 25th the Turks gained 
a complete vidory over the Sheicfe 
and his adherents. The a^ion 
was fought on the banks of the 
Euphrates ; the conflift was bloody, 
and for forpe linae doubtful, but at 
Jength the Arabs giving way, a total 
rout enfued, and Sheick Twiny wa? 
obliged to fly from the field of 
battle, attended by a few followers. 

TfccTarkift Buflbra, by this vidory, once 

government j ^ 

reftored, moic fell into the hands of th^ 
<> Turks, 
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Turks, and the re-eftablifhment of 
the Turkifh government became 
thenecellaryconfcquence. Though 
every thing at prefent is quiet, and 
the troubles are terminated, yet 
the trade of the place has fuflfered 
greatly thereby, and it will take 
fome time to reftore it. 

The unfortunate merchants, on 
this occafion, befides lofing what 
they had lent to Sheick Twiny, 
were obliged to deprecate the anger 
of the Bafha by a new fine, who 
alfo gave orders for double duties 
to be exadted on all goods for that 
year; and this, as the Sheick had 
before received the like, fell very 
heavy upon them. The Balha, 
after eftabliihing a new Muflellem, 
T returned 
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returned to Bagdad. Sheick Twiny 
has lately fent fubmiffive letters; 
but the Baflia has confirmed 
Sheick Ahumud in the chief (hip of 
the MontifeekSy and is refolved to 
maintain him in it. 

Buflbra, Feb. ift, 1788. 

On the 1 2th of February, 1788, I 
embarked on board the brig Futta 
lUahi, Captain Nimmo, on my re* 
turn to India. I cannot, however, 
quit the Periian Gulph, without 
making my acknowledgements to 
Mefli's. Manefty and Jones, of the 
Buflbra Faftory, who did every thing 
in their powertorendermylhortftay 
with them agreeable. After touch- 
ing at Mufcat, Cocheen, and Mafu- 
lipatnam, on tht 4 ad of April we 

arrived 
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arrived in Ballafore Roads; and qo. 
the 35th anchored off Calcutta, after 
an abfence of two years and two 
months. 

For/an et bac olim meminije juvahit! 
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IK 

PERSIA, 

FRO id 

THE DEATH OF NADIR SHAH, 

THE YfiAk 1788. 

(\^ the death of Nadir Shah^ in Adii shah. 

the year 1747, his nephew Adil 
Shah fucceeded to the governmentj 
and a great part of the army ac- 
knowledged him. Adil Shah had , 
one brother named Ibrahim, whofe 
views afpiring to the throne, he 
determined to embrace the firft op- 
portunity that fliould oflfer of for- 
warding his pretenfions : accord- 
ingly, having gained over to bis 
T 3 fide 
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fide feme of the chiefs of his bro* 
ther's army, and at the fame time 
alfo a conliderable body of troops, 
vrho declared for him, he threw off 
the mafk, and openly avowed his 
claim. After various encounters 
and alternate fucce^s on either 
fide, Ibrahim at length got his bro- 
ther into his poffeffion by treachery, 
and immediately ordered his eyes 
to be put out (a cruel though com- 
mon cuftom in the Perfian fyflem 
of politics). Shonly after he was 
put to death, and Ibrahim caufed 
himfelf to be proclaimed King by 
the tide of Ibrahim Shah. 

It is here necefiary to obferve, 
that Nadir Shah at his death had 
left two grandfons, Shah Rokh 
Shah, and Reza KjCHiU Meerza. 

Thefe 
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Thefe princes- were abfent at the 
time of their grandfather's death, 
and thereby were e^tcluded from 
the gor«mment by the ufurpation 
of Adil. Shah Rokh Shah, the el- shah Rokh 
deft, who had been appointed go- 
vernor of the city of Mefched fome 
lime before the death of Nadir, on 
receiving intelligence of this event, 
and the ufurpation of Adil, imme'- 
diately detern^ined on forming a 
party for himfelf in Mefched, 
which he es^ly effecSted, as he was 
much beloved by the inhabitants. 
He kept himfelf in peace and tran^ 
quillity daring the contefts between 
the brothers, until Ibraheem Shah, 
having got the better, fliortly after 
raifed a great army, and came 
down upon Shah Rokh Shah, whom 
he defeated in a pitched battle, 
T 4 which 
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which was fought in the vicinity 
of the city of Mefched, in which 
he took prifoner the unfortunate 
Shah, and put out his eyes. He 
was then conducted to a prifon in 
Mefched, under a ftrong guard; 
that place having fubmitted after 
the battle. 

Shah Rokh Shah had two fons, 
Nuflir Ullah Meerza, and . Nadir 
Meerza ; the former of whom, on 
the news of his father's captivity, 
took up arms, and ailembling a' 
confiderable body of troops, march- 
ed them inftantly to befiege Ibra- 
heem Shah, at that time in the 
caftle of Tibs, a ftrong fortrefs, 
iieuated on the confines of Khora- 
fan, and deemed impregnable. 
Here Ibraheem Shah came out to 

meet 
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meet him ; but Nuffir UUah Meerza, 
having by dint of prefents corrupted 
the principal officers and part of 
the troops of Ibraheem^s army, the 
reft foon deferted him, and the un- 
fortunate Ibrahim, being left almoft 
alone, was fliortly after feized and 
put to death, by the command of 
Nuffir Ullah Meerza; — a juft re- 
ward for the like cruelty which he 
had infli(5ted upon his brother Adil. 

The rapidity with which revolu- Rcfleaions. 
tions are brought about in fo ex- 
tenfive an empire as Perfia, is afto- 
niftiing. In lefs than two years 
from the death of Nadir, two prinqes 
were put to death, and a third de- 
prived of fight, and thefe not by 
foreign invaders, but all of them 
jConne(5ted with each other by the 

moft 
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moft facred ties of confanguinity^ 
a brother was the deftroyer of a 
brother, and a nephew the fiaycc 
of his nncle. Indeed, the whole 
chain of tranfadtions iince the death 
of Nadir, who was an ufurper, pre-* 
fents nothing to the view but a 
feries of rooft unnatural crimes, 
ihocking to humanity ! the ties of 
kindred torn afunder, and princea 
wading to the throne^ through the 
blood of their nearell relations ;— 
they themfelves, ihortly after, fall- 
ing a prey to the fame crinjies. In 
ihort, it feems, that Providence had 
determined to punifli this unhappy 
country, for the general wickednefs 
and licentioufnefs of its inhabitants. 

Shah Rokh But to procecd.— On the news of 
turned. the death of Ibraheem Shah, jUtkz 

inha- 
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inhabitants of Mefched returned to 
their allegiance, took Shah Rokh 
from his prifon, and again placed 
him at the head of affairs, although 
deprived of fight; a very uncom* 
mon circumftance, and defcriptive 
of the difordered ftate of the times; 
as by an exprefs and very ancient 
law, no perfon deprived of fight 
could fit on the throne of Pcrfia. 
This, however, was overlooked, and 
Shah Rokh Shah again began to 
tafte the fweets of government; 
but he being advanced in years, , 
became alarmed at the fuccefs and 
rifing fortunes of his fon Nuffir 
Ullah Meerza, and refolving to lay Deceives his 
a plan for his ruin, began by en- ^^* 
deavouring to gain over to his views 
a nobleman of the name of Mou« 
min Khan> the principal favourite 
- 6 and 
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and minifter of Nuffir UUah Meer-- 
za : he promifed him, if he would 
forge a letter in the name and feal 
of Rooftum Khan» a dependant on 
Nuffir Ullah Meerza, and com- 
manding in his name on the north- 
ern frontiers, informing him that 
the Afghans were in full march to 
Mefched, and requefting him to 
haflen thither for the defence of the 
place, that in cafe the plan fucceed- 
cd, and by that means he could get 
Nuffir Ullah Meerza into his power, 
he would for thefe fervices beftow 
on him one of his daughters in 
marriage, and make him a prefent 
of the famous jewel of Nadir Shah^ 
called Dereau Nour *, which was 

* This celebrated jewel has lately been carried oat 
of Perfia, by fome Armenian merchants, and fold to 
the Emprefs of Ruffia for eighty thoafand poonds. 

in 
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in his poUefflon, and a hundred 
thoufand Toomauns in ready mo- 
ney. 

Moumin Khan, unmindful of th^ 
many favours he had received from 
his mafter, treacheroufly entered 
into the views of Shah Rokh Shah, 
and having received the money 
and the jewel, wrote a letter in the 
ftyle which Shah Rokh Shah had 
dictated, forged the feal of Rooftum 
Khan, and employed one of his 
own creatures, on whom he could 
depend, to deliver it in the cha- 
racter of a courier juft arrived. 
Nuflir Ullah Meerza, on perufal of 
the letter, fent for Moumin Khan, 
and putting it into his hands, alked 
his advice in the prefent exigency. 
Pe treacheroufly replied, that as it 

appeared 
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appeared from the letter, the Af- 
ghans were on their march to be- 
fiege Mefched, the lofs of which 
place at this juncture would be a 
great prejudice to his affairs, and 
D^hich certainly would be the cafe 
if they got there before he could 
ihrow himfelf into it, and as his 
prefence would inipire the ganiiba 
with courage, be, Nfoumin Khan, 
gave it as his advice that the beft 
thing his mafter could do in the 
prefent fituation would be to quit 
bii army (it being fuppofed they 
were unable to reach Mefched be- 
fore the arrival of the Afghans), 
leaving orders to follow him. as 
fpeedily as poffibie, and that be 
ihould, with four or five hundred 
of his body-guard, rule poft to 
Mefched inftamly, taking along 

with 
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with him whatever of his treafures 
was of the moft value, and eafieil 
removable (for an immenfe plun- 
der had been made on the furren- 
der of Tibs on the death of Ibra- 
heem Shah); and that having 
thrown himfelf into Mefched be- 
fore the arrival of the enemy, he 
jhould be able to cxmnterad their 
defigns by the vigour of his endea- 
vours,: which could not be done by 
his father, who was deprived of 
fight. 

The infatuated prince, deeming prevails 
this council to fpring from a breaft JSt°hb «? 
entirely devoted to his fervice, and '^^' 
bound to him by every tie of grati* 
tude and honour, yielded to his ad. 
vice, and accordingly fet out for 
Mefched ioftantly* in the manner 

which 
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which had been concerted betwjeen 
himfclf and his favourite ; but he 
had not left his camp above a few 
leagues, when fome of his men in- 
formed him that from an eminence 
they perceived his late camp in a 
blaze (for it was night when he de- 
parted), and plainly heard the 
drums and other inftruments of 
war founding throughout the 
camp : Nuffir Ullah Meerza, upon 
this, began to fufpeft that he was 
betrayed by Moumin Khan, which 
was really the cafe ; for that crafty 
minifter, on the departure of his 
mafter, had aiiembled the princi-^ 
pal officers of the army, whom he 
had before brought into his views, 
and who had corrupted a great part 
of the troops ; by their advice he 
was declared Kiqg, and the yoyal 

title 
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title or Khutba was then reading 
in his name in the camp. Thefe 
revolutions were too common to* 
caufe any furprife in the army. 
Thus this man had perpetrated a 
double crime; firft in deceiving his 
mafter Nuflir Ullah Meerza; and 
fecondly, Shah Rokh Shah, of 
whom he had received the wages 
of treachery ; but his perfidy foon 
met with its deferved punifhmenr, 
he being fome time after affaf- 
finated by his own troops. 

Nuilir Ullah Meerza, defpairing Takes him 

prifoner on 

of recovering what he had loft, his arrival at 

, w ^ , Mefchcd. 

purfued his journey to Melched; 
and on his arrival there, his fears 
were confirmed, when he perceived 
the whole ftory of the Afghans had 
been a falfehood in ord^r to de- 
U ceive 
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ceive him. But time "was not giren 
him to prevent it j for, by hi3 fa* 
ther's orders, he was feized on 
entering the city, and fent into 
clofe confinement, and all the trea- 
fures he had brought with him 
iff ere carried to Shah Rokh Shah. 

Ahamud Shah Rokh Shah did not liXag 

Shah Jays ** 

fiegetoMef. enjoy the fruits of this coQdu<5t> 

died. 

for Ihortly after the tranfaAicna 
above related, Ahnmud Shah, ft 
brave and adtive prince, the fbn ni 
Timur Shah, who reigned in Cabul 
Candahar, and other parts of the 
confines betweefi India ^nd P^rlid, 
taking advantage of thie troubles 
of Perfia, came down to Mefehed 
with an army of fifty tboufa^ 
men, and laid clofe fife|;e to the 
place. It Med upwards of eig^ht 

months^ 
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mobthi, during which vatious eii- 
tefprift^s took plaice. Among the 
mofl rettiarkable, Ahamud Shah 
undercook to reduce the caftle of 
Tibs J the caufe of this was occa- 
fioned by the following revolution* 

Ali Merdafl Khan Bukhtcari, a ah Merfan 

Khan Bnkh- 

nobleman of good family, abd a g^'^j^gif ? 
very btave and experienced officer, 
■who had bieen trained under Nadir 
Shah, had been fi&ed in the go- 
vernment of fibs by Ntiffir Ullah 
M^erza, and had, upon Ahumud 
Shah's firft coming into the coun- 
try* delivered over that fortrCfe to 
him, for which fervice he was con- 
tinued in his government j butfoon 
after, finding himfelf in great fa- 
voui^ with the garrifon, he was 
anitnated by the prevailing ambi- 
V 2 tion 
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tioii of the times, and fought, like 
others, to attain the higheft ftation. 
Accordingly, 'by the advice of his 
brother, whom he had brought 
oyer to his views, and by a liberal 
donation to the garrifon, he eafiJy 
prevailed upon them to determine 
in his favour. The Khutba, or 
royal title, was read in his own 
name in the grand mofque, and he 
was cheerfully acknowledged, as 
well by the garrifon, as by all the 
adjoining country, dependant upon 
the fortrefs. 

Is nain, and Intelligence of this event beine 

hi* head car- ° * 

ried to Ahu- conVcyed to Ahumud Shah, he in- 

mudShah. ^ * 

fiantly detached twenty thoufand 
of his. army, under the command 
of one of his Sirdars, to befiege the 
caftle of Tibs, where the gallant 

All 
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All Merdan Khan was flain by a 
mufket-ihot, as he was walking on 
the ramparts, encouraging his men. 
On his death, the place furrender- 
ed. His head was cut off, and fent 
to the camp of Ahumud Shah, be- 
fore Mefched, which caufed great 
rejoicings ; and at length, after a Mefchcd 
fiege of upwards of eight months, 
the guards of one of the gates hav- 
ing been gained over by treachery, 
Ahumud Shah and his army got 
pofleflion of the city. 

It may naturally be fuppofed, Rcflcaions. 
that a chronological and accurate 
account of thefe various and rapid 
revolutions is very difficult to be 
obtained. The confufion which 
prevailed through the whole coun- 
try, from the death of Nadir, until 
U3 the 
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the fettlemenc of Kerim Khan, pre-> 
Tented all attempts of literature* 
arts, and fciences. No written ac- 
count of them has ever been given, 
and what I have related above, is 
collected from many converfationa 
held at different times with Perfian 
officers, who were prefent in thofe 
revolutions. As no kind of narra- 
tive has hitherto appeared, either 
in India or in Europe, of thefe 
events, I truft that it will be a fuffi« 
cient apology for thefe pages, how- 
ever imperfedt. 

During the thirty years of Kerim 
Khan's adminiflration, thofe arts 
which had been deftroyed by the 
tumults and revolutions of ^ pre- 
ceding times, began to revive, an<| 
would probably again have attained 

fome 
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feme degree of perfe<5tion, had not 
the event of his death, and the 
troubles which fucceeded, thrown 
all things into their former anarchy 
and confufion. 

During the life of this prince, a native of 
a native of Shirauz wrote a kind of writes the 

• hiftory of his 

hiftory of his own times, but own times; 

I>ut being 

Kerim Khan, though Hberal and diffatisfied, 

refufes -to 

magnificent in other refpecls, did make them 

pablic. 

not think the author worthy of any 
particular encouragement, and only 
ordered him fome trifling prefent 
as a reward for his performance. 
The man, difcouraged, withdrew to 
Ifpahan, and has never been pre- 
vailed upon to give his work to the 
world. ^ He has refilled repeated 
and the mod preffing intreaties of 
his intimate friends to give up the 
U 4 manu- 
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manufcript; but there are no hopes 
that it will be procurable before 
his death; a circumftance much to 
be regretted, as I was informed by 
feveral perfons at Shirauz, who 
knew him, and have feen bis work, 
that it is a 'mod accurate ahd faith- 
ful hiftory. No other perfpn has 
fince attempted any account of the 
kind. 



Ruinous (late Betwccn the taking of Mefched 
from the by Ahumud Shah, until the fettle- 
Mcfchcdun- ment of the kingdom by Kerim 

til the, fettle- , x i 

incDt of Ke- Khau, I have not been able to col- 
ledt any kind of account to be de- 
pended upon. During this in- 
terval, the whole empire of Perfia 
was in arms, and rent by commo- 
tions ; differept parties in diflferent 
provinces of the kingdom ftrug- 

gling 
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gling for power, and each endea- 
vouring to render himfelf inde- 
pendent of the other, torrents of 
blood were fhed, and the moft 
Shocking crimes were committed 
with impunity. Future travellers 
into Perfia will find that thefe ac- 
counts are neither exaggerated, nor 
painted in too high colours. The 
whole face of the country, from 
Goombroon to Ruffia, will prefent 
to their view thoufands of inftances 
of the truth of it. The pidlure is 
melancholy, butjuft. 

From the accounts I have been 
able to colledl, the feries of pre- 
tenders to the throne of Pprfia, 
from the death of Nadir Shah until 
the final eftablilhment of Kerim 
Khan's government, is as follows: 

ift. 
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Tiie different ift, Adil Shah. — ^d» Ibrahe^m. 

pfctenders* 

Shah.— 3d, Shah Rokh Shah. — 
4ih, Sukeman Shah.--5th, Ifixiaeel 
Shah.— -6th, Azad Khaa Afghan. — 
7th, Hoffun Khan Kejar.—Sth, AH 
Merdan Khan Bukhteari. — 9th, Ke- 
rim Khan Zund. 



Their reigns, or, more properly, 
the length of time they refpe6lively 
governed with their party, were as 
follows: Adil Shah, nine months; 
Ibraheem Shah, .fix months; Shah 
Rokh Shah, after a variety of revolu- 
tions, at length regained the city of 
Mefched ; he is now alive, and above 
fourfcore years of age, reigning in 
Khorafan, under the dire(^on of his 
fon Nuflir Ullah Meerza. — Sulee- 
man Shah,and Ifmaeel Shah,in about 
forty days were both cut off, almoft 

as 
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as foon as they were elevated. Azad 
Khan Afghan, one of Kcrim Khan's 
moft formidable rivals and compe- 
titors, was fubdued by him, brought 
prifoner to Shirauz, and died there 
a natural death. HufTun Khan 
Kejar, another of Kerim Khan's 
competitors, was befieging Shirauz, 
when his army fuddenly mutinied 
and deferred him ; the mutiny was 
attributed to their want of pay ;-~ 
a party fent by Kerim Khan took 
him prifoner,— his head was in- 
ilantly cut off, and prefented to 
Kerim Khan; his family were 
brought captives to Shirauz ; they 
were well treated, and had their 
liberty given them foon after, un- 
^er an obligation not to quit the 
city. The fate of Ali Merdan Khan 
Bukhteari has been related before. 

Kerim 
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Kerim Khan Zund was a moft fa-> 
vouritc officer of Nadir Shah, and 
at the time of his death was in the 
fouthern provinces. Shirauz and 
other places had declared for him. 
He foand means, at laft, after va« 

J tious encounters, with doubtful 

fuccefs, completely to fubdue all 
his rivals, and finally to eftablifh 

Kerim Khan himfclf as rulcr of all Perfia. He 

enjoyed a 

icignofnear was in powcr about thirty years, 

thirty years. 

the latter part of which he go- 
verned Perfia under the appellation 
of Vakeel, or regent ; for he never 
would receive the title of Shah. 
He made Shirauz the chief city of 
bis refidence, in gratitude for the 
affiftance he had received from its 
inhabitants, and thofe of the fouth-- 
crn provinces. He died in the year 
1779* regretted by all his fubjeds, 

who 
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who efteemed and honoured hina 
as the glory of Perfia. 

If ever prince deferved the name Charaacr of 
of Great, Kerim Khan may well 
lay claim to that title, as his adlion^ 
prove to this day. This amiable 
prince, after he was fully eftablifli- 
ed in the government, and the 
troubles had fubiided, applied his 
whole time and attention to the 
embellifhment and improvement 
of his favourite city of Shirauz, 
and to the introdu(5lion of order 
and good government in every 
part of his dominions. He built His public 
feveral noble palaces in and about 
Shirauz, repaired mofques, and 
other religious buildings : — he 
caufed the roads and highways ia 
the neighbourhood of the city to 

be 
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be made elegant and convenieiit, 
and many ruined caravanferais id 
be rebuilt, and made fuitable for 
the reception of merchants and 
travellers in different parts of Per* 
Bbeweiient fia. During his * whole reign, I 
have been informed by fevetal 
natives of Shirauz, that by his ct* 
ceilent police and xba^gement, 
there vras not a fingle tumult or 
riot produ<flive of bloodfiied. Al- 
though rigorous in the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice, where real crimes^ 
demanded it, he was the moft 
averfe to fevere punifhment, when 
any other alternative could poflibly 
be found. Thefe are moft fingular 
circumftances in fo defpotic a go- 
vernrhent as that of Perfia, where 
every tyrant had been accuftomed 
to ftain his hands in blood, with- 
6 out 
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out either provxjcation or control. 
Kerim Khan gained the throne l)y 
conqueft, in thofe troublefome and 
nimultuoas times, and eftabliflied, 
during his reign, by natural ifkill 
and abilities, an uniform courfe of 
juflice, moderation, and clemency. 
The bleffings he conferred on his 
people, arc ftill deeply impreiled 
on the minds of many now living; 
and their value is now infinitely 
augmented, from the mortifying 
refleiflion on the cruelties and op- 
preifions exercrTed by his fucccf- 
fors, during the various revolutions 
which have followed. 

In his depoitmem he was liberal HisHberaHty 

and kindneft 

and magnificent: the many build- «> the poor. 
ings which were begun and finifh- 
cd during his time, were exprefsly 

under- 
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undertaken by him, for the pur- 
pofe of fupporting a number of 
induftrkms hands, who were with- 
out employ. This mode of con- 
duft would refleft honour on the 
moft humane and civilized princes. 

He was merciful even to a fault, 
and he pafled over unnoticed feveral 
attempts made againft his life, al- 
though flrongly urged to puniih 
by his friends and courtiers. 

ifit perfoB, In his perfon he was well adapted 

and abtlidei ji i. 

in war. to the fatigucs of war, and the 
duties of a camp life. He per- 
formed feveral celebrated aAions 
during the reign of Nadir Shah. 
No man in Perfia. could wield the 
lance with more ftrength and 
grace, or ride with greater addrefs, 

than 



I' 

J 
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t^Kto K^eritn Ithan: he always 
fought at the head of his troops ; 
at very uncommon circuniftance in 
Perfia, where the chief generally 
views fhe adioh from a diftance. 

It is very extraordinary, that a Hbiiiite. 

' ' ratcncfj. 

prhice fo calculated to gdvern an 
extenfiye empire, and keep itx obe- 
dfience tfi6 various tempers and 
difpbfitiouS' oi his fiibjedts, was 
totally uhGulti^atfed in his mind, 
and fo illiterate, that he could nei- 
ther read nor write. His condudl, 
undef^ fuch difadvantages, merits 
the higheft praife. His acftive fpi- 
rit, and the knowledge he had 
gained of mankind, made up for 
the deficiencies of education and 
learning ; the arts were, however, 
encouraged and proteifled under 
X him, 



jq5 observations made on a 

him, and were beginning to rife 
into reputation, when his death 
put an end to the flattering pro* 
fpe6:, and darknefs fucceeded to the 
faint glimmering of light ! — ^What- 
ever his religious principles may 
have been, he was by no means a 
Hu toiera- bigot to them ; men of all perfua- 

^1011 Oi flu* 

Jmatpw- fions lived unmolefted under his 

foifioiu. 

government: his outward behavi- 
our was devout and pious. Hebiult 
the magnificent mofque before 
defcribed, adjoining to his palace, 
and allowed ample falaries for the 
maintenanj:e of the attendants be- 
longing to it. He alfo^ in the 
courfe of his reign, diflributed con- 
fiderable fums of money for chari- 
table purpofes, which eftabliihed 
his character as a religious prince. 



To 
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To Grangers, and Europeans in His partial- 
particular^ he was remarkably af- ropeam. 
fable, and never fuffered any of 
them to depart without marks of 
his bounty and generous fpirit. 
He valued money only as far as he 
could turn it to proper ufes. Ava- 
rice and covetoufnefs he abhorred ; 
and the merchants of Shirauz uni* 
verfally admit, that in no reign the 
duties paid to the fovereign were 
fo fmall as thofe in the days of 
Kerim Khan. 

He encouraged and protedled Hiscncou- 
trade with his utmoft favour, wife- ©fSc? 
ly knowing that by fuch means 
he would increafe the wealth of 
his kingdom. His juft and vigor- u rc/peded 

. by formgn 

ous government at home, was re- powen. 
fpefted by foreign powers. The 
X z haughty--*^ 
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haughty and imperious court of 
Conftantim^c feat ambaflkdors 
to Kerim Khan, acknowledging 
his right and defiring his alliance) 
ihiSf however, was a political mear* 
furey in fending ambafladors to 
him whom they deemed an ufurp- 
er, and was owing to the feac 
which they entertained £oc tbeic 
city of Buflora, as Kerim Kihsui had 
ihewn early an inclination to at* 
tack it. He afterwards did fo with, 
fuccefs, but it proved the caufe of 
much difquiet to himfelf, and was 
the origin of iSaany fubfiequent 
misfortunes to Perfia, the flower of 
his army having been cm off be- 
fore that place (A. D. 1778). 

Ambailadors from the famous 
Hyder Ali came to the courc oi 

Kerim 
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Keriin Khan with rich prefents, 
and exprefled a defire of an ami- 
cable alliance ; the princes of 
other parts of India, and the Mah- 
ratta tritjes, alfo acknowledged his 
right and power. With fuch a 
prince on the throne, and in full 
peace, it was impoffible that the 
Perfian nation fhould not rife into 
fame ; and had Kerim Khan's life The Per- 

iians likely 

been prolonged, it would proba- to have be. 

cone for* 

bly have become formidable, and midaUe, 
might have aflifted greatly in lived. 
humbling the power of the Porte 
(on the fide of Ruffia); but his 
death threw all into confufion, and 
it will take many years to revive 
in Perfia the fplendour, dignity, 
and juftadminiftration, of the reign 
of Kerim Khan. This event hap- 
pened in the year 1779, in the Hisde»A. 
X 3 eight- 
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eightieth year of his age, to the 
inexpreflible grief and regret of 
his fubjefts in general, and of the 
city of Shirauz in particular, the 
inhabitants of which never men- 
tion him without bleilings and 
prayers; and when they talk of 
his adlions, Ihed tears of gratitude 
to his memory. 

My account of the tranfadlions 
and revolutions in Perfia, from the 
death of Kerim Khan until the 
prefent time (being a period of 
nine years), is colledled chiefly from 
the ojBicers of the army, and others 
who were concerned in them, and 
are now living at Shirauz. 



Two and Whcu the death of Kerim Khan 

twenty of- ' . 

ficen cake was aunounccd m the city, much 

con- 
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confufion arofe; two and twenty poflcflion 
of the principal officers of , the del. 
army, men of high rank and fa- 
mily, took pofleflion of the ark, 
or citadel, with a refolution to ac- 
knowledge Abul Futtah Khan (the 
eldeft fon of the late Vakeel) as 
their fovereign, and to defend 
him againft all other pretenders; 
whereupon Zikea Khan, a relation zikea 

Khftn 

of the late Vakeel by the mother's 
fide, who was poflefled of immenfe 
wealth, enlifled a great part of the 
army into his pay, by giving them 
very confiderable bounties. Zikea 
Khan was of the tribe of Zund 
(or the Lackeries), a man remark- 
ably proud, cruel, and unrelent* 
ing, as will be feen. Having af- BeGcgts 
fembled a large body of troops, 
he immediately marched them to 
X 4 ' the 
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the citadel, and laid clpfe fiegc to 
it for the fpace of three days, « 
the expiration of which, finding 
he could not take it by force, he 
Empiort had recourfe to treachery. To gaej^ 
melM"*"" Pf the principal Khans he fept ^ 
Se'offkU written paper, by which he fwor§ 
**"' upon tjie Koran, that if they would 

come out, and fubinir to hil^> QPjC 
a hair of their heads ihpuld be 
touched, and that they ihould have 
their effefts fecured to jhenj.-w 
upon (his, a confaltation was held 
by them, and it appearing that 
they could not fubfift many ^ays 
longer, they agreed to furrender 
themfeJves, firmly relying on the 
promifes that had been made them. 
Zikea Khaji, in the mean tinie, 
^ave private orders for the Khans 
to be feized, and brought £epa-« 

rately. 
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rately before Viro, as fhey came 

©ui of the citadej: his orders were which he 

" ' effcds. 

ftriAly obeyed, ai)d tbefe deluded 
men were ^11 maff^cred in bis 
-prefence j be was fe?|.ted the whole 
time, feaftigg his eyes on the cru£l 
fpe<9:acle. The manner of their 
execution was very lingular, and 
characfteriftic of ihe fanguinary 
difpofition of the tyrant: — five or 
fix Pehlwauns, or wrefliersi being 
Gripped naked to the waift, were 
armed with fcimitars j each of 
them fucceffively fingled out a. vic'^' 
tim, and cut him to pieces ; their 
bodies were thrown into the fquare 
before the palace. The following Extraordi- 
eircumftfince happened during this T^LTof 
execution, and was tgld to nje by ^'^* ^* 
a perlbn who aflured me ha was 
an eye-witnefs of it: one of Zi* 

kea 
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kea Khan's foldiers (a Turcoman 
Tartar), -afier the execution was 
over, flepped forward, and dipping 
his hands in the blood which flow- 
ed on every fide, conveyed a hand- 
ful of it to his mouth and drank 
it off; at the fame timebefmear- 
ing his beard with it, he exclaimed, 
Sbukur Lillibee, or, Praife be to God ! 

Zikci The adherents of thefe unfortu- 

Khan af« 

lomet tke nate mcu were fpared, and incor- 
»cn(. porated with Zikea Khan's troops. 

Such fevere and unheard-of in- 
ftances of cruelty had the effeft 
of deterring others from any im- 
mediate attempt to obtain the gp^ 
vernment, and for fome time 
things were quiet at Shirauz. The 
cffcAs of the unhappy men who 
I>ad been maifacred were all con* 

veyed 
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veyed to the tyrant's treafury, and 
every perfon in the city the kafl 
fufpefted, fell an inftant vicSlim to 
the fufpicions of Zikea Khan ; the 
young prince Abul Futtah Khan 
was put into clofe confinement, but 
fufFered neither the lofs of life or 
fight. 



Ali Murad Khan, another kinf- AHMorad 

Khan ap* 

man of the deceafed Vakeel, was pointed 

Hakim ol 

at this time in the city, and in ifpahan* 
high favour with Zikea Khan: 
though he fecretly detefted that ty- 
rant, he was fhortly after appointed 
Hakim, or governor of the city of 
Ifpahan, and fent up thither. All Afpircs to 

the empire; 

Murad Khan was no fooner ar- 
rived, than he began to form plans 
for his own advancement; and the and under 

pretence of 

better to cover his defigns, he de- affifting 

clared 
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Aboi Fot- dared his iat^tions were to reC- 

tak Kban, 

cue the young Prince Abul Futtah 
Khan from the hands of Zikea 
Khan, and to place him at the 
declare* head of thc government. Accord- 
ke^KhtQ. ingly, finding the troops and the 
iohabitanfs of Ifpahan favourably 
inclined towards him, he colle<Sted 
a large army, publicly threw off 
his obedience to Zikea Khan, and 
acknowledged the fovereignty of 
Abul Futtah Khan, the elder fon 
of his deceafed mafter and kinfman 
Kerim Kh^n. 

Zikea Khan Zikea Khan, hearing of this re- 

qoits Shi- 

laas. Yolt, iuftautly aflembled his army» 

and quitted Shirauz, taking along 
with him every perfon whom he 
fufpefted might be capable of raif- 
ing any diftiirbance during his ab-^ 

fence : 
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fence: amongft thefe was Abul 
Fmtah Kban, and other ftate pri-^ 
foners. He left his fon Akbar JCbad 
(a man of equal cruehy with him-* 
felf ), in the appointolent of Beg-» 
krberg of Fars, and governor of 
ShiraUz. He firft marched IA§ Anvmu 
army to Yezdekhaft, a place about khaft. ' 
fix days journey to the northWarc^ 
of Shiranz^ on the high ro^d tgi' 
Kpahast; here death put a.h end td 
his ambition. The particulars of 
hid death were related to me by a 
perfon who, being at that time in 
the campir was an- eye-witnefs- of it. 

Zik€» Khan> immediately 6ti his 
arrival at Yezulekhaft, fent word to 
the ii^babitants of that place^ that 
he expected they would deliver up 
to him the £ma of three thoufiaiiid 

Tomans, 
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Tomans, which had been carried 
from Shirauz at the time of Kerrm 
Khan's deaths this money had 
been previoufly fent to Ali Murad 
Khan, the Hakim of Ifpahan. The 
inhabitants of Yezdekhafi fent word 
back that they had it not, and were 
ignorant what had become of it. — 
Not fatisfied with this anfwer, he 
ordered eighteen of the principal 
people of the place to be brought 
before him: when they appeared, 
he again demanded to know what 
they had done with the three thou- 
fand Tomans ; the inhabitants ftill 
pleaded ignorance, but in vain; 
the cruel tyrant ordered all of them 
to be thrown down the precipice 
which hangs over the fortrefs of 
Yezdekhaft : the fentence was im- 
mediately executed, and they were 
6 aU 
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all crufhed to atoms. Still unfa- 
tiated with blood, and irritated by 
his difappointment, this monfter 
gave orders for a Seiud to be 
brought before him (this high caft 
claim their defcent from Maho- 
med), a man univerfally rerpe(fled 
for his piety and exemplary life. 
ZikeaRhan, on his arrival in the 
prefence, put the Came queftion to 
him he had done before to the 
eighteen principal inhabitants, and 
demanded of him where the three 
thoufand Tomans were concealed, 
and charged him with having em- 
bezzled a part of them: in vain 
the Seiud pleaded his innocence 
and ignorance ; Zikea K.han> with 
a favage fury, firft ordered him to 
be ripped up, and thrown over the 
precipice^ which was inftantly 

obeyed* 
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obeyed, aftd then cottimanded the 
vrife and daughter of the unrhappy 
jSiaft to be given up to the bfutal 
Ittftof th6 foidiery; biit they for- 
tunately were more merciful than: 
the rtiafter whoth they ferved, and 
being ftruck with indignation at 
thisf cruel infult, on a religious 
itaan, who frorti his defcetft was" 
deemed a facred chara<Ster eveii 
amongft the moft licentious, they 
Were fired with impatieiice' to rid' 
themfelves of fuch a facrilegious 
monfter. Zikea Khan, after the 
above horrible fcene, gave a fpe- 
cial commiffion to Ma;h^dfKhan> 
his pt'incipal favourite, to affem- 
ble A body of workmen to raze 
the fortrefs of Yezdekhaff, aiidf' 
^ery hotifc in it, eveli to the 
ground: this bufinefa was imntt^^ 

diately 
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diately begun; but the meafure o£ 
the tyrant's iniquity was full ; he 
did not live to fee his inhuman 
order completed. Seventy of the 
Gholaums (ojr a body guard) having 
entered into a refolution to deftroy 
him, waited the approach of night 
to put their defign into execution. 
Accordingly, about nine o'clock in 
the evening, they drew near the 
tyrant's tent in a body, where they 
perceived him. fittings with his 
piflols and a drawn fcimitar by his 
fide (he never went without thefe 
arms). The fight of the tyrant fo 
much daunted fome of them, that 
out of the feventy, only feven had 
courage fufficient to approach him. 
Thefe feven, without the fmalleft 
hefitation> cut the ropes of his tent 
with their fcimitars, which falling 
^ Y , in 
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in and entangling him fo as to 
prevent him making life of his 
arms, the other men immediately 
He i* pat rufhed in; his body was then cut 
kis bodjr into a thoufand pieces, and fcatter- 
ed over the encampment by the 
enraged foldiery. 

Thus perilhed the inhuman Zikea 
Khan. His death was by far too 
lenient for his crimes ; he was one 
of the moft relentlefs and bloody 
tyrants that ever affli(5):ed the king- 
dom of Perfia: he had not a iingle 
good quality to counterbalance his 
vices, and it was happy for the 
country to be delivered from fuch 
a monfter of cruelty. 



Abai Fattah Upou the death of Zikea Khan, 
the govern!* Abul Fijituh Khan, who was at the 

ment. ■ ' 

tim« 
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time in the camp, was proclaimed 
King by the unanimous voice of 
the troops, whom he immediately 
led back to Shirauzr On his ar- 
rival, he was acknowledged as fo- 
vereign by all ranks of people, and 
took quiet pofleffion of the go- 
vernmetit. Ali Murad Khan, hear- 
ing of this revolution, fent his 
fubmiffions to the young prince, 
accompanied by a very handfome 
peiflicufli (or prefent), for which, 
in return, he was continued in the 
government of Ifpahan, and re- 
mained in very high favour. 



Mahomed Sadick Khan, only Mahomed 
brother of the late Kerim Khan, brother of 
who had during that prince's life governor of' 
filled the high office of Beglerbeg dcwrmbes 
of Pars, and had been appointed the govefo- 
2 guardian 
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guardian of his fon Abul Futtah 
Khan, was at this period governor 
of the city of Buildra, which had 
been taken by the Perfians, jwe- 
vious to the Vakeel's death. Upon 
hearing the news of his brother's 
deceafe, he became ambitious of 
reigning alone, and from that in> 
ftant formed fchemes for the de- 
ftru<5tion of his nephew ; but as it 
was neceilary for him to be on the 
fpot for the advancement of hi« 
views, he determined to withdraw 
the Perfian garrifon from Bufibra» 
who vrete all devoted to his in- 
tereft. Accordingly he evacuated 
that place, and marched imme- 
diately for Shirauz. 

The news of Sadick Khan's ap* 
proach threw the intiabitants of 

Shirauz 
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Shirauz into the greateft confterna- 
tion: their minds were varioufly 
agitated on the occafion: fome, 
from his known public charafter, 
expefted he would honeftly fulfil 
the commands of his deceafed bro- 
ther; others, who had been witnefles 
to the confufion of former times, 
on fimilar occafions, rightly ima- 
gined that he would fet up for 
himfelf i and indeed this proved to 
be the cafei for having entered 
Shirauz, a very few days after,. he 
caufed Abul Fuitah Khan to be Melancholy 

• fate of Abul 

feized, deprived of fight, and put FuttahKhan. 
into clofe confinement. Thus did 
an unbounded ambition, and luft 
of power, prevail over every tie of 
honour, confanguinity, and grati- 
tude. The fate of this young prince 
was truly melancholy. Endowed 
Y3 by 
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by nature with talents neceffary to 
form an accomplifhed prince, he 
Was of too mild a difpofition for 
the turbulent times in which he 
lived: humane, juft, and generous, 
he was the delight of all who faw 
him, and died univcrfally regretted, 
after lingering for the fpace of two 
y^ars in a miferable prifon, over- 
whelmed with grief and vexation. 
It will be an everlafting reproach on 
the inhabitants of Shirauz, who had 
received from his father benefits 
fuperior to thofe of any city in 
Perfia, that they had not gratitude 
fufficient to make one fpirited effort 
in favour of his unhappy fon. The 
only excufe that can be Alleged 
for them, is their terror at the re- 
membrance of the executions of 
Zikea Khan, which having fteeled 

their 
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their breafts againft all emotions of 
pity and generofity, by the dread 
of like punifliments, they beheld 
the captivity and death of their 
prince in filent forrow. 

After this event, Sadick Khan SadickKhan 

aflumes the 

openly afliimed the government, government. 
As foon as the intelligence reached Difcontentof 

Ali Murad 

All Murad Khan, who was at Ifpa- Khan. 
han, that lord inftantly rebelled. 
Deeming himfelf to have an equal 
right to the government with Sa- 
dick Khan, as in fac^t he had> he 
could ill brook the thought of 
being obedient to him, and openly 
declared himfelf a competitor for ??^% V? ^^^ 
the empire. Perfia was by this 
means again involved in all the 
horrors of a civil war. 



Y4 Ali 
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Ali Murad Khan after feme time 
alTeinbled his army, which con- 
Med of about twelve thoufaiid 
men, and led it direct to Shirauz. 
He laid liege to that capital ; how- 
ever, as he had no artillery with his 
army, the place being defended by 
a moft excellent folFe and a parapet 
wall, and having plenty of prpvi- 
fions, he found the fiege much 
more difficult than he expedted* 
Things continued in this fituation 
for upwards of eight months, at the 
expiration of which, Ali Murad 
Khan found means to corrupt one 
of the guards of the city gates, 
called the Bagfliah, which faces to 
the fouthward (it is the gate neareft 

The city to the citadcl), which being open- 
taken, o * 

ed to him, he fent a chofen body 
of troops into the city, under the 

command 
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command of Akbar Khan, the fon 
of Zikea Khan, who had been 
with him ever fince his father's 
death, and was high in his favour. 

It will naturally be fuppofed, 
that at the taking of a city like 
Shirauz, which had enjoyed ^ re- 
pofe of near thirty years of peace, 
every thing would have gone to 
ruin indifcriminatelyi and that 
plunder and defolation would have 
marked the progrefs of the victori- 
ous troops; but this was not the 
cafe, for Ali Murad Khan, with a ^ 
conlideration worthy of praife, had 
given the ftrifteft and moft pofitive 
orders to Akbar Khan, that the city 
fliould not be plundered; and the fe 
orders, except in a few unavoidable 
inftances, were flridlly obeyed. 

The 
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The merchants in general faved 
their efFedts by a prefent of thirty 
or forty Tomans each, which is 
about five hundred rupees. 

Sadick Khaa At the time the city was taken, 

ly retire to Sadick Khau, together with his 

minifler Meerza Mahomed Hof- 

feen, and his family, retired into 

the citadel, which place Wks im- 

They fur- mediately inveded, and furrender- 

render, arc ' «■ • ^ i i. « 

deprived of ed on the third day. Sadick Khan, 

fight 9 and 

ffterwards with his thrcc children, were feized 



put to death. 



and put into clofe confinement; 
and after being deprived of fighr, 
were finally made away with by 
the cruel Akbar Khan. The mpde 
of Sadick Khan's death is uncer- 
tain ; fome fay that he was com- 
pelled to eat cut glafs, others that 
he be2lt out his own brains with a 

mace ; 
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mace; and this lad is moft likely 
to have been the cafe, as he was a 
man of very high fpirit. 

Sadick Khan^s fate cannot be 
mach lamented, if we confider his 
cruel and unjuft treatment of his 
nephew, and his violent ufurpation 
of the government, though the 
tumultuous and ungovernable fitu- 
ation of the times may extenuate 
his adlions in fome degree. Sadick 
Khan was in other refpeds a 
nobleman "of great charadler; his 
abilities in war had gained him 
the confidence and affedtion of his 
brother, the late Vakeel; and his 
conduft during the fiege of Buflbra 
was worthy of military praife. He 
did many good offices to the Eng- 
lifli, from his earlieft acquaintance 
6 with 
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wit^ them, of which the following 
is a particular inftance : — Soon after 
the capture of BulTorai in the 
courfe of a converfation with Mr. 
Latouche, the Englifh refident, he 
obferved that there was not a fingle 
houfe in the place (excepting the 
f aftory) that was fit for his recep- 
tion, and addedt iut Jo great is my 
efietmfor the Englifh nation^ that I would 
not rejide in it^ if the walls nvere made of 
gold; and he verified this declara- 
tion by preventing every attempt 
to moled them. He \^as liberal 
and magnificent in his difpofition, 
and in this much refembled hia 
brother Kerim Khan* 

Befides the three children above 
mentioned, Sadick Khan had a 
fourth, named Jaafar Khan, who, 

at 
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at the time that Shirauz was be- 
fieged, was governor, on behalf of 
his father, of the provinces of Bea- . 
boon and Shutter, which lie to the 
fouth-weft of Shiraui. This noble- 
man had come to the camp of Ali 
Murad Khan, during the fiege, tmd 
had made his fubmiifions, for 
for which reafon his life was 
fpared when the city was taken. 

The £ixth day after the capture ah Mund 
of Shirauz, Ali Murad Khan made shiram. 
his entry, and fixed his refidence Affumes Ae 
in the citadel. Shortly after, he 
discovered, by the means of ftcret 
intelligence, that his minifler and 
favourite, Akbar Khan, was fo- 
menting a confpiracy againll his 
perfon and government; and as 
the proofs of thoie defigns were 

clear. 
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clear, he fent for him privatelyt 
acquainted him of all the circum- 
ftances that had come to his know- 
ledge, reviled him in the fevered 
terms for his bafenefs and ingrati- 
tude, and without waiting for any 
reply or juftification, ordered Jaafar 
Khan, who was in attendance, to 
revenge himfelf on the murderer 
of his father and three brothers, 
which he accordingly did by plung- 
ing a dagger into his bread, Ak- 
bar Khan expired inftantly, and 
his remains were flung into the 
great fquare before the palace. 
Jaafar Khan foon after was ap- 
pointed governor of Khums, a 
province to the north- weft of Ifpa- 
han ; and at this period there was 
a flattering profpeft of Pei€a being 
fettled under the government of 

one 
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one man ; but it was obfcured by 
the power and credit which Akau 
Mahomed Khan had acquired in 
the provinces of Mazanderan and 
Ghilan, on the coaft of the Cafpian 
fea. 

Akau Mahomed Khan is the Ton Akan Ma- 

homed KhM 

of Huueen Khan Kejar. On the Kejar. 
night following Kerim Khan*s 
death) he found means to make 
his efcape from Shirauz, and fled 
to the northward, where coUedling 
fome troops, he foon made himfelf 
matter of Mazanderan and Ghilan, 
and was proclaimed nearly about • 
the time that Ali Murad Khan had 
taken Shirauz. It is remarkable, 
that from his firfl: entering into a 
competition for the government, 
he has been fuccefsful in every 

battle 
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battle which he has fought. He is 
an eunuch, having been niade fo 
whiift an infant, by the command 
of Nadir Shah, but poffefles great 
perfonal bravery. 



All Morad Ali Murad Khan, hearing of the 

£han quits 

shiraoa, in fucccfs of Akau Mahomcd Khan, 

order to meet 

hisopponcnt. determined to go againft him. His 
army being aflembled, he com- 
menced his march for Ifpaban, 
and aflumed the title of Ali Murad 
Shah. Seiud Murad Khan, hisicinf- 
m'an, was left as governor of Shi- 
rauz, which he garrifoned very 
flrongly, and was appointed fiegler- 
beg of the province of Fars. Ali 
Murad Shah ftaid a fhort time at 
Ifpahan, in order to fettle the con* 
fufions that had crept into the go- 
vernment during his abfence -, and 

having 
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having arranged every thing to 
his fatisfadiion, again fet forwards 
to Mazand^ran to meet his oppo- 
nent Akau Mahomed Khan; but 
he had not advanced above three 
days march, when intelligence was 
brought him that a rebellion had 
broken out in Ifpahan ; he was at 
this time very ill. Being enraged 
at the interruption of his progrefs, 
he refolutely determined to punifli 
feverely thofe who had been the 
caufe of it; he inftantly mounted 
his horfe, and commanded his ar- 
my to march back to Ifpahan ; but 
oft the fecond day he fell fuddenly His faddcn 
from his horfe, and expired on the 
fpot* This circumftance is i^iuch 
to be regretted, as it was fuppofed, 
from his great abilities and firm 
manner of adting, he would have 
Z fettled 
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fettled the diftrafted affairs of the 
tndcha- Perfian empire. Ali Murad Shah 
was a nobleman of great fpirit and 
bravery, and had confiderable abi- 
lities in the field : he was fevere in 
maintaining the difcipline of his 
army, and in his difpoiition fero- 
cious, though very kind to thofe 
who afHfted him in gaining his 
power. 

Upon the death of Ali Murad 
ishah, affairs fell again into con- 
taafaf fufiou. At this period Jaafar Khan, 

fcrtsliif the eldeft and only furviving fon 
S*Ac^"* of Sadick Khan, was governor of 
Khums : he deemed this a favour- 
able opportunity to aflert his prc- 
tenfions to the government, and 
immediately marched with what 
few troops he had to Ifpahan; 

foon 
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foon after his arriva,! he was joint- 
ed by the greater part of the mal- 
contents, who were then in arms. 
In this fituation he remained fomc 
time; but Akau Mahomed Khan 
coming down upon him with his 
army, he was obliged to rifk his 
fate in a battle, and, being defeat- 
ed, fled vs^ith the fmall remains 
of his troops, taking the road to 
Shirauz. 

When intelligence of Jaafar 
Khan's diftrefled fituation and ap- 
proach firft reached Seiud Morad 
Khan, that nobleman began to 
entertain an idea of excluding 
himy and of afliiming the govern- 
ment himfelf. The garrifon, how- 
ever, were averfe to him; and 
at this critical period, Meerza Ma- 
Z 2 homed 
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homed Hoflein arriving, informed 
him that Jaafar Khan, in the 
event of his quiet fubmiffion, would 
both .allow him to remain unhurt 
at Shirauz, and to enjoy a ihare of 
the adminiftration. Doubt of fuc^ 
cefs on one fide, under circum* 
fiances of certain oppofition, and 
confideration for his perfonal fe- 
curity on the other, induced him 
to drop his ambitious views, and to 
order the gates to be thrown open 
to Jaafar Khan, who accordingly 
took pofleffion of the government 
in peace. 

It defeated A ihort time after, Jaafar Khan 
Safom^ finding himfelf ftrengthened by 
an increafe of his army, deter- 
mined to venture a fecond engage- 
ment with his opponent Akau Ma- 

homed 



Khan 
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homed Khan, and for this purpofe 
marched with his army towards 
Ifpahan : the two armies met near 
Yezdekhaft, when a battle enfued, 
and Akau Mahomed Khan's fupe- 
rior fortune again prevailing, Jaafar 
Khan was defeated, and retired to 
Shirauz. 

At this period Ali KouU Khan, ah XouU 

,. . Khanrebeli. 

Hakim (or governor) of the city 
of Kazeroon, a place fituated be- 
tween Abu Shehr and Shirauz, and 
dependant on the latter, thought 
proper to throw off his allegiance 
td Jaafar Khan, to whom he had 
before fubmitted, and whofe power 
he had acknowledged. This hap- 
pened in the year 1785. 

Z 3 Jaafar 
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He goes to 
Shiraoz, 



Jaafar Khan, upon the news of 
this event, fent a confiderable bo- 
dy of troops againft Ali Kouli 
Khan> and a battle was fought 
near the village of Dufturjun, in 
If defeated, which Ali Kouli Khan was defeat- 
ed and obliged to fly. However, 
Ihortly afterwards, he was per- 
fuaded to go to Shirauz, in order 
to make his fubmiflions, on the 
flrength of the oaths fworn upon 
th€ Koran, and promifes of Jaafar 
Khan not to touch a hair of his 
head : on his arrival, he was feiz- 
ed, confined as a clofe prifoner 
in the citadel, and all his effefts 
were confifcated. There is little 
probability of his enlargement, 
unlefs a revolution in the govern- 
ment ftiould happen. The bro- 

. ther 



where he 
is put ia 
confine- 
ment. 
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ther of this nobleman, Reza Kouli 
Khan, hearing of his captivity, 
fled inftantly from Kazeroon, tak- 
ing along with him all his efFedts^ 
which were very confiderable. He 
went to the port of Abu Shehr, 
and claimed the proteftion of Sheik 
Nafir, but afterwards retired to 
Buflbra, where he now refides, 
waiting for fome future opportu- 
nity to- refume his rank and dig- 
nity. On the feizure of Ali Kouli 
Khan, Jaafar Khan appointed a 
kinfman of his own (Ahili Him- 
mut Khan) to the government of 
Kazeroon, which he ftill continues 
to hold. 

In the fpring of 1786, Jaafar jaafar 

Khan 

Khan had determined on leading marches 
his army againft Abu Shehr, in Sk 
Z 4 order '^''^'• 
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order to punifli Sheick Nafir for 
having given proteftion to Reza 
Kouli Khan, and for refufing to 
fend the annual Peiflicufli, or pre- 
fent, which the Shirauz govern- 
ment demands from Abu Shehr 
as an acknowledgment of its de- 
pendance on it. Sheick Nafir, 
who is turned of eighty years of 
age, refolved to hold out againft 
thefe eflforts of Jaafar Khan, and 
made preparations accordingly. 
Jaafar Khan proceeded on his 
march as far as Kazeroon, when 
his claims were adjufted by the 
mediation of the friends of each 
party ; a lack of rupees was paid 
The affairs by Shcick Nafir, and Jaafar Khaa 
mediation, returned to Shirauz with his ar- 
my. — My thanks are due to Mr. 
Jones, of the Buflbra fadtory, for 

this 
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this part of my narrative. On 
the i23d of April 1787, Seiud Mu- 
rad Khan, who was governor of 
Shirauz at the time of Ali Murad 
Khan's death, and had (hewn him- 
felf averfe to Jaafar Khan's taking 
pofleffion of the government, was 
fuddenly feized during the feftivity seizure of 

Seiud Mtt- 

of the Cheragoons (a ceremony radKium. 
and feftival made in honour of 
the fecond fon of Jaafar Khan, at 
the time he underwent the ope- 
ration of the Sunnut, or circum- 
cifion, prefcribed by the Mahomed- 
an law). This unhappy noble- 
man, on his capture, was convey- 
ed to the citadel, where he was 
feverely beaten: his effedls were 
taken from him, amounting to 
an immenfe fum, moftly the trea- 
fures of Kerim Khan, which had 

been 
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been confided to his care at the 

time of Ali Murad Khan's de- 

Conjee parture for Ifpahan. The crime 

tares on ' 

tbccattfc, pretended to be alleged againft 
him was a confpiracy againft the 
government J but the people at 
Shirauz generally fuppofed that his 
imprifonment was folely owing to 
his having formerly conceived an 
oppofition to Jaafar Khan, who ftill 
kept it in his mind, and who was 
jealous of his remaining power, 
and perhaps tempted at the fame 
time by his wealth: whatfoever 
may have been the caufe, he ftill 
remains in prifon, but whether de- 
prived of fight or not, is uncer- 
tain, as all tranfadlions refpcifling 
ftate-prifoners in Perfia are dark 
and fecret : however, it is the ge- 
neral opinion that the unhappy 

man 
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man has fuffered that cruel punifli- 
ment, and it is but too natural to 
fuppofe it, from the example and 
experience of former times. The 
above revolution took place dur- 
ing my own refidence at Shirauz, 
and therefore the account may be 
deemed perfedlly authentic. Oti 
the 25th of June 1787, Jaafar Khan 
quitted Shirauz, and fhortly af- 
ter marched his army to the north- 
ward, but returned inOdlober with- 
out having efFedled any thing.— 
Such is the prefent ftate of Perfia. 

Akau Mahomed Khan flill keeps The two 
poliemon of the provmces of Ma- tors. 
zanderan and Ghilan, as well as 
the cities of Ifpahan» Hamadan^ 
and Tauris, where he is acknow- 
ledged as fovereign. Jaafar Khan 

has 
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has pofleilion of the city of Shirauz 
and the provinces of Beaboon and 
Shufter : he alfo receives an annual 
Peifhculh from the province of 
Carmania> and another from the 
city of Yezd 5 Abu Shehr and Lar 
alfo fend him tribute. The fouth- 
ern provinces are in general more 
fruitful than thofe to the north- 
ward, they not having been fo fre- 
quently the fcenes of a<5tion during 
the late revolutions. 



jaafar Jaafar Khan is a middle-aged man, 

perfon'ind vcry corpulcnt, and has a caft in his 
"* ' right eye : in the places where he is 
acknowledged he is well beloved 
andrefpefted. He is very mild in his 
difpofitiony and jufl. In Shirauz he 
keeps up a moft admirable police, 
and good government. He is very 

kind 
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kind and obliging to ftrangers in 
general, and to the Englifli in par- 
ticular, as Mr. Jones and myfelf 
experienced during our refidence 
at Shirauz. Of the two competi- 
tors who at pre fen t contend for 
the government of Perfia, he is 
the moft likely, in cafe of fuccefs 
againft his opponent, to reftore the 
country to a happy and reputable 
flate; but it will require a long 
fpace of time to recover it from the 
calamities into which the different 
revolutions have brought it: — a 
country, if an Oriental metaphor 
may be allowed, once blooming as 
the garden of Eden, fair and flou- 
rifliing to the eye; — now, fad re- 
verfe ! defpoiled and leaflefs by the 
cruel ravages of war, and defolat- 
ing contention. 

The 
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The forces of the two competi- 
tors are nearly equaU confiding 
of about twenty thoufand men, 
chiefly horfe. Jaafar Khan has 
feveral children, the eldeft of 
LotfAU whom, Lutf Ali Khan, is a youth 
£ft fon rf of nineteen years of age, very pro- 
JjJ^^ mifing in his appearance, and well 
liked by thofc under his father's 
government. He has lately been 
appointed Beglerbeg * of the pro- 
vince of Fars, and governor of 
Condofion. Shirauz. This was the fituation 
of the country when I left it i but 
* the enfuing fpring will moft pro- 
bably produce feme new events, 
and very likely determine the 
fate of Perfia in favour of one or^ 
other of thefe competitors. 

Abu Shehr, 
December lo, 1787* 

* An office in Perfia, refembling that of viceroy 
in Europe. 

6 



TOUR FROM BENGAL TO PERSIA. jj;t 



Since this work went to the prefs, 
I have received letters from Per£ia» 
which mention that Jaafar Khan 
had lately laken the city of Lar by 
ftorpfi; and the laft advices report, 
that Akau Mahomed Khan was in 
the neighbourhood of Perfepolis, 
with an army of twenty thoufand 
men. 

November i, 178S. 



THE, END. 
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